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| blefle thee and 'cuifet hem-thitcurſe thee. Io! 


Roe Brother K . Lewispmow prepotent Monarch 
of 'þ Tancc, you plb. (5,4 uT Paris, Wk him, Ye-. 
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' wed Progenie of France , from whence your Ma- | 


teftiess extradted,ur ſeemeh a chmg proper, If nor 
| heredgo7y,00 that Prepeely fame, robe addifted re 
eb6cbr ren of our Setaphical Father, S. Prancis. 
Tod Whom God c om nualed Abraham's privs- 
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fo mulh , #5-that great Honour of France, aud 
1glory of Kings, S. Lewis who ( being by has Mo- 
; ther, forher ſrngalar Oenotion to our holy Father, 


whe = * 


Vebeir Monaftery) ſayd: tbet-yf he could part and 
dimde brmnfelfe intro, h: would beaueath one part; 
of him/eifeto the Freers thhar berhg hr Was not able, 


| | for the 19portant affatres if hid Ci ne 1n ſo ftrett: 
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; | @ mannerio becomes c/jiid of Our hoy Father, bei 
| arc hnmijerſe a Member of hs Third Order; for 
V hich reajon, he hath meniied: #iv'.qmmortall glory: 
1 #7:the Kollof the [ammts of tha: Order. Indinaced, 
"What" your Mateſties Deaitien hathbeen roywards. 
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Rearemer, for. Whicr, their” Sodalitie #5 enfiiled the} 


[ Cenſtderaiion, the ſupereminance of 6* firſt Plant | 
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of S. Francis, I meane our boly Mother $, Clare:} 
re Shall find that she by ſingular Pretoga- 
tine of Enangelicall Pouertie , beth wn proper. 
nd im common, (Which newer any other Religions | 
eundreſſe profrſſed before her:) merited is bernzhat 
minent degree ſo eſpouſed 10 her Lord Chrift Iejus | 
ough Poore, jets King thetshe muſt needscon- 
equenily aljobe(as we may ſo ſay) 4 Princeſſe 3 
:d Queen. Wh beimy /o , she Wwonld eftcerme 

t an abridgment or diſparagemepnt to ber Honour, z0 
berecommended 10 the fauorable atceptante of any 
ther than a Queen; and eſpecially to ſuch 4 one as 
e haue formerly delineated and repreſented. Fi- [ 
rally: if We did but ſet befare 0 eyes the mans- [ 
oldftarres of wartues Which render thus ſumt weſt | 
luttr 10m; we ball find alſo Jour Mateftie, bys 
ertaine /[emblance, to be alſocouſpicuous for thee: 
reticof your many perfections enwironning andcoms. | 
«ſing your Princely Robes, Forshould We WithS.| 
Zonaucnture, Seraphical DoRour of che Church, | 
rxlatme her moſt endeared to God, the fle-| 
er of the Spring, yeelding a moſt fragrant 
Jour, and a. moſt refulgent bright-shining} 
tarre, The ſame (Without offence} We Wouldpro- 
ortionably depredicate of your Aiateſtie. If /aw1:bed | 
mth her emmencie, We 5hould breake forth  Wrieh 
"ope Alexander ihe Fourth, entothat adjmmirac| 
ow , O admirable gloric or Claricie of B,S.| 
lare, which by how muchthe more ſtudi- 
uſly i0all things she is contemplared , by ſo 
auchthe more she appeares Cleare, Renow- 
ed &Reſplendent:; The (ame admiracior of your 
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JH ighwes Etcellencie in perſetion , ob ſeruing « due 


|-Modeſtie, '»or_ 70 delight ro view the Reg 


(praiſes. and likewiſe, did we not underfland full 


| that your Mateſftie may long heer, andinthe future 
| profeſſe our vaWworthy ſelues ever tobe aud remaine, 
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propotrion , Would Wetter and promulge : did we 
nos kno your Marefties Feminine and Religions 


Ifet 
Df. your. incomparable and imndeced oo 
Weil,that our Profeſyion. gs not to celebrate {Rheto+ 
rically)or praije, but te pray inceſſantly. We will 
therefore, ener pray the onlx Ruler of Princes, 
| whech hath ſet a Diademe of pure gold wpon your 
head, topreuent you with thebleſSingr of his gooanes, 
and grent unto your Majeſtie a tong and proſperoxe 
10ynt-reigne With our Soueraigne Liege-Lord, King 
Charles, 474 « glorious Race from your. Reyell 
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lowne? ro theCrowne, The entoyances Which bappi» 
Le | | pk T"SS 4+ -ts 

| Fe: that you may, bythe powerfull 1prereeſs1on of 
our All-Immaculate Lady,che Bleſſed Virgen Ma- 
ry: bus great ſeruant the Seraphicall Father, en 
| the- Angelicall Virgin ont holy Mother S. Clarz, 
( whoſe Life heer weeproftrate inal humility tender 


10 your Gracions bands) which bapyines (we ſay) 


| for cuer and exer, in full poſſeſton obtgine, Wee Shal 

HEE 

| Moſt humble , and. | dayly 
deuoted Beadſ-women 


The English poore-Clare 
of Aire, 


ws 
4 _—_—_—. A ——a—— ——_ —_—— 
0 

AM 'w, 
4 £'% , 

FINES - 

# 4 i, 

*ly'®: fs ! f £2 ”] 


Fo denver rorepepl 


TO. THE READER. X 
bal 

ef Entle "WEI 7 I 

| Lot heer picſeared to. thy 7 

« view, the Life ofa Saiat ; of 'Fe- 

, minene' Sexe, biit Ma ſealing Vir- | 

eve. T will not; by fore ſpeaking 

er praiſes es, prevent the Book , bur coprepare 
Eto tes eit with better profit, is my.pre-. 

DEA Mgne. Thou may haply)Gad therein 
pleaſe thy curiofitie, andto potish thy va- 
ftaudipg;but the moreified Rec thac £ra-. 
led id this Tranſfation, 'hadan aye at thy 

eater Benefir..God A mighty. hat made His, 

intsrenowned for Vireue,thatrhey mightbe, 

mplary ; ; andrhey which commended eh err} 

rings to 'Poſteritic; or 'do repreſent themto|\ 

view ofpreſcattymes, wishehis only Re: | 

rd oftherr Taduſtry, chat ethersbe excited 1 

the imitation of their *Heroicke plligt! 

Aly adnentoriog on the Cenſure 6f Many, ft 
7 may procure the piricuall comoditie of a. 

F. Say not, am bu lr þ co walk this way; 

'lamnot bound to perfeQion:rathereſteem;|. 

r ſelfe bound, 'and deferre not thy endea-| 


urstq become perfe&:T Cis is true , their obli- | 
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| the higheſt point, therefore to Perfe&ion al 


| he hept him to the pattermethat was chewed hu 
| after fourtie dayes familiar entercovurſe wit 


| baving received abetrer Law, a Rule of highe 


| Wounds of our Saujours dread Paſfion in hi 


To the Reader / 
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| gationthis' "greater, that lye vnder the 
| Command 01..zo0]emne Vow; but for as muc 
asallare obligedto walke in the wayes of vir 
tue,andit isnotlawfull to ſtop, til we arriue tc 


i. 


are bound. And becauſe PerfeRion can not be 


attained, without fit meanes; and apruden 
cholſe is requifite in this regard: Nbrators ,al 
beit None, of Neceſsitie, yet in Congraitye,, Al 
arc bound, to mwakeſucheleQion as may mol 
readily condu& them to that Noble end wher 
| unto they aſpire, Itis no diſparagement too 
cher Religious Foundrefles, or thedeuout ani 
| zealous followers of their holy Inſtitutes , ti 
affirme, that (herein) B. $,Clare bat h ſurpaſl 


 themall:;and in Her( though a wonder or urs 
men)it is leſſe admirable , yf we recount fron 
Whom $he received Het Forme of Liviag.Fo 
as that great Deliverer ofthe Law of Nature 
bauving held fourtie dayes eonference Wit 
| God in Mownr $1nei, Was priviledged from et 
ring inhis direRionsto the People, ſo long 3 


n the Mount: ſo that greater Parriarck $.Francu 
the Worle*s Redeemer,in Mort « 4/uerne, b 


| perfeQton , and deſcendipg from the Mour 
 (notonly with glory in hisface,butthe ſact 


harids,feet and (ide) delivered to his, Brethre 
and followers tothe World send , the ſublim 
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S&iven by pious and deuour Perſons to this 
S oneraigne Lady,this ny * bue 
ome of 


Her Prerogetives , confirmed to Her by Parent 


,, Artthon Poore?then thou art R:-þ, A Pa- 
radoxe,youſay.* Tis cafily proved Powerte is 
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nſtiente of Evergelicall ponrrtie: and aceor- 
Jing to this Pezrerne , and by aduiſe: of this 
»erring DireQour, B.$. Clare began Her Oy. 
er, Which hath fince beene propagated as 
arreas theWorld 1s Chriſtned. Ir 1sthis trand- 


endent Powerrie(Courteous Reader) this per | 


e& abdication of all manner ofproprietie,not 
dnly 1n proper ( which other Religious Or- 
lers haue) but in common alſo (the diſtiniue 
ogniſance of S. Francs: children) which I have 


o commend to Thhee,asthe moſt compEdious| 
Fay to perfeRion heer and immortalitie here- | 
frer. Is it nota wonder, that this Apgelicall} 


Virgin , having caſt awayall care of temporall 
hings, should be in eontinnuall care , how she 
might leave this Parrmonce to her children, 
hat they might enioy Nothing ; makiog this 

erinſtant Suite to the See Apoſtolique,and. 
reatly exnlting , when $he had gained this 


riveledge? And yet they will ceaſe to wonder, | 


hat coofider, what extraordinary. priwledges 
hisſacred Powerty hath annexed to it. There. 
rould be noecnd inrecitiog the many Blogies: 


et it not ſeeme tedious that I reeonnt 
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a the Rich be hath ſext aWay empty. X 
2. Artthou Poore? by relinquishiog all. No; 
only inpreparation of mynd , but alſo effectually for 


the lowe of God, Itis an Argument of thy perfe- 


ion , If Thow Wilt be perfect goe and fell all Eg. 


Matth. Is. 


3. Art thou Poore? thy prayers haveready 
accefſe and preſent ſpeed at the Throne of 
Grace, The poore man hath cried and our Lord 
hatb heard him, 

4. Artthou Poore? Thon halt obraine Dar- 
don and mercy at God's hand, He pill [pare the 
pooreanathe needy, 

5 Artthon Porwe? Thouart highly dignifyed 
and ennobied. T heir ware Shalhe honorable before 
bm To which ſenſe our B, Saviour spake, 
wacn having giaen S. Peter his reward of po- 
verue Mat.h., 19. headdeth : ana manly 5halbe 
arſt that arclaſt,ond laſt (that is, in celeſtiall re 
nowne ) thataze firſt (to wit herein temporal 
riches and d:gnities.) 

6. | Artthou Poore? Thou shaltbe Glled with 
ll manhter of comfoyt.: Thoa haſt preparedin hy 
{weernes for the Poore of God, 

7. _ Art thou Poore? Thou sbalc be protedted 
from violence z and they shalbe ſmitten that 
offer iniury to thee, Doe not wiolence to thepooye, 
nenher cppreſſe the needy 17 the gate , becauſe our 
Lord wat tudge bis cauſe, and will prerce them 
that baue pierced hes ſoule, And, He'shall fawe| 
tbe childrew of the Poore, and hamble the catum «| 
Brator, Es 


" Tothe Reader. 
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3, Art thou Poore? Then art. thou like to | 


hriſt, who(as Witneſſeth the A poltle) for you | 
145 made poore, Whereas he Was ry thatby his | 
doucrtie yow ght be rich. And, heare Chriſt 2.Cor, 8 
1mſelfe:/nlesewery one of you rewonincerh alliha | 
Fe poſer e can mat be myaſeple. Luc, 4. | 
Art thou Poore? Thou haſt gained a haven | 
f ſecuritie,; thou art freed from cares inthe 
Louſe, and impediments in the way,WhenK. 4-Reg.] 
vathim wras1e4 into Captivity., all! he Princes , 24. 
nd Nob'emen were: caryed awayalſo, and | . 
othing Was lefe (ſayth the Scripture) axe the L 
oore ſorr ofthe People of the Land. | 
Artthou Poore? Thou art freed from that | 
rp W oe unto you that are Rich, for yow haue 
047 conſolation. 
r, Artrthou Poore! God will himſelfe beſoli-: 
1r0us of thee, & will inſpire others to releeve 
hee, to their vaſpeakiblebenefir, Bur lame 
gger and poore: our Lord 15 carefull of me. pſalm. 
9. (apriviledge whieh rhe Royall wh 
Ierh memoriam mirabiliam: 
nd, Bleſſed is the man that wnderſtendeth a 
rnmp the needy andibe poore : 1n the Ewill day our 
ord W :1l deliver hiny Plal, 40. W hence. Tobirani: | 
ateth his Sonae: ſaying, Thou deft treaſure vp | 
thy ſelfe agood reWard 12 the day of neceſſirte;| 
t# Himes deliuerech from all finne and from| 
Jeath and Will Te 67 je-:lero goe 11870 D#. 
s, Chap. 4+ | 
 Artthou Poore? Th ule aſfuredly at» 
nine Salwarrom, and ” fby«. a | _"Fenunciation 
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| of All, the prerogative of eminent glory. Ana 
> every one tharhath (efs bowſe or brethren &5 «for my 
Ho | Names [ate , 1Hall receive an hundred fold and 5hall 
i 1-1 poſſeſſe life ewerleffing. Matth. 19; 4nd; you hall 
if | G15 1 

(| | . | (verſ. precedent ) ſir wpor iWelwe /eaics twdging 
| | the rare/ue T rebes of Iſrael, © © © 

i: Nay, theirs is the kiagdome of Heauen, 
bj: Matt, 5. Bleſſed are Poore for theirs 15 che kingdome 
f 1: of Heauen, Ponder the word, «&: Heſpeaketh 
| [ not in the Future , as inthe other beaticudes. 
if —_ W hence $. Bernard. W het « ſtrong wing cs Poner. 
FE Fe, Wherby we kane a/udden flgorio Hoanen? For 
| | - | | 172 che other Virtues Whech follow 5 the prom, e FhaRe 
if nes im the future rerſe; butro Ponertie i 15 rather 


dt. 
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| 
| | einen chan promiſed Whence!t 14 (aid 17 the pre 
Lo fent zenſe becenſe theirs is the bingdome of Heawen: 


| forted:they $tall poſſeſſe,ESc.So He. L 

| | Loe: heer the 2a!rmmone of the Poore: 
8 . [eWelze Honours or Prawwedges:an ample proui- 
| | fion.So well aſſured , that you may call them 
F- the iWelue Arles ofthe Poore mani Cred: ra- 
—— e her, Symbolum .Ipoffolorum the Badgeand cog - 
| nifance ofthe 4poſtles: the contents of their O. 
bedience , whenthey Were diſmiſſed by their 
grand Maiſter anJ Superior,on their Embaſſie 
toall quarters ofthe World. Poſfeſſe n:1. her $1l- 
| wer mor gold nor mony mm your pur(e , nether a Wal. 
| let ner ſlaffe nor shoer ro your feer, &c. Hence 1t is 
- [that onr Holy Mr the Church hari: graced 
| the /wſ{riute of c apbicall Father With the 
| Title of 4peff- -, calling their manner of 
it Res _ Liffing, 
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ormerly 'recited. ; 
Now Beloued yfchis diſcourſe haue giuen 
thee any rellish of the Way of PerfeRion, at- 
cend tothy Vocation. Thoa wanteſt nor glo- 
rious Precedentsto et before thee. Conſider: 
Him, Who (asyf Earth afforded ſomethiag ; 
more precious than Heauen)cameto ſeek Po- 
uerty heer, Waich there Was not to be tauad. 


Pouerire deſcended from Heauen to E/pow/e Her to 
hum/e(fe,ond by the account Which be held of Her, te 


W heace $. Bernard,ſweetly: Powerise could mor | 
be found 1 Heaven-Now on earth Was abundance | Tn 
ef chu hind and man hneW not the worth :f:r, 'Qur\- 
Lord ( therfore) the Sonne of God enamonredonrbe | : 


+ } 


make her deare and amiable to v3 alſo. (O Worthy | 
of Worthies which the world ſetsſolitle by ap 


| 


is no: Worthy of! } And be ſecure, that this thy 
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Chriſtian fortitude $shall be gloriouſly crow {. Ea" 


ned. For yf his Pewerize made ys Rich (as tel 


fieth the Apoſtie)> whae hall bis Recber dau. / 


Doubtles, He that was Rich with his F 


but poore Withvs, Rich in Heauen bur peore a Fey 


Earth, a R«.þ God, buta poore man : shall fgi 


change our Powertieinto Riches, our Sackaclath 
| »- I £4) 
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Bliſſe VW orld without end, 
T here occurreth now to aduertiſe thee: of 
ſome things before I rake my penne fromthe 
paper: firſt that thereare ſome ſ[worne enemies 
(hc wioever they diſpuiſe themſelnes) of 
| Poore Religious; that.can not. endure to ſee 
them mweritortouſl; exercile the; r humblepro- 
fetoneuento bepge only tat Waich isneceſ- 
ſary for clothing and fooieto (uſtaive lifein 
[ci:eſeruiceof Gd, as thorgithis , Wereto 
ſeekeatrerriches! 0 h-ape vp treaſures & the 
ke: Whic" Religious noleſle abhorre & con- 
temoerhenthoy ma'i-1ouſſy impoſe vpo them, 
ſro impaire their Cre its vicating according 
to their vſvall manner thar which 1s truly lave 
4able:ro Whom appertaineth thoſe words of 
S Bafile C>oft . Mov. c 7, Thar fuch ſeculars 
oh he k= Wes not What range conceit of 
Religious as if rogea: her With there ſtate 
they had preſently changed their nature, and 
were not men, bur offame other ftarre J: ffe- 
rent mold: ind cdn'eonen-ly they wrong he 
ſervants of God, & thi k& ſomer i mes, that they 
mnſt ſcarce cate meate; as if they were not 
wade of fleshandbloud: andifr:ey ſee anic 
ofthem attend to the necefſht:es of their boie, 
they load rhem with reproaches and flinders, 
and rarning their calnmniarions from one vp 
oo allthereſt , they cal chem all glnrtoos and 
bell 'e-Go1s, & ehink noe hw themſelves do 
day! y feaſt it, and chouzh they eare oftenin 1 
Jay,and c cram themſclues with a great deale of 
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| bowle-fals, yetthey gape after meate,, as do 
thatare let loofe one of their chayne ha 
ſtarued. Thus ſpeaketh S, | 


fech meate, & powre downe wine by whole | 
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of Religious people, _ 


Befi! in defence 


Secondly,I cruſt, that as the defire © 
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ſpiritaall profic cauſed the yndertaking of | 
this cranflation( which is totally ont off the | 
KR. F. Frantis Hendriquer)) that thou wile be | 
pleaſed, ofchy courteſlie,ts cerreR paticatly, | 
and eouer charitably the faules eſcaped, both | 
ia the print , an1 Eaglish. Thus , Wishing | 
thee ( deare Reader, by the peraſall of this | 
litcle volume, all fartherance in vertue |, ei- | 
therby admiring Gods poodneſfle , and power | 
ia his Satats, (inwhom he is admirable) or 
by reducing to praftiſe that Which with pro | 
portion ſutes Withthy ſex, or ſtate; minde- 
; fall ofthatof S. 492«71ne; that, the examples 
| of the [uFF are n9t propoſed to our view that wues 
| showld be lutifyed by them bur that 5y mmita- | 
tron of them, we may ltheWiſe merit t9 be luftt. 


fyed by their luftifyer: T will ſarceale | to de- 
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Her Damſel: eake( though noble) bare-frore are: | 
1 diſpute with my ſelfe What 5hallbe deve. 
By theſe ſo roy Ladres Without choons, 
| Doth iiby Insvs will to their lor fall 
| To prepare Morter f or. the Charches Wall? 
| Tes ſure, Clare Was « Mortier treading Dame, 
The Morter was riches, baſe pleaſares, fame, 
To trample on ſuch Morier Clare did wſe, 
| This Was the reaſon Why thee Wore nochoes; 
| Lpdthatrrarh with whaſeloue cheWorld doth barne 
Her chafiet of-fpremg with their feete doe ſpwrne. 
Doe We not feewvbilff theſeſuch Mortertread, 
The weeman bruſing the old ſerpents bead. 
Insvs ti Francs he ts Clare did Preach, 
And all of pouertie « leſſon teach, 
She learnes her Nuns tn ſpirit to be prove 
And then What nature atkes to w/e no mores 
| Nay the fridh laW er/of pouerrie are ſuck 
© | That of ten-1imes it muſt not have ſo much, 
| For Where ſufficient ««, nothing doth Want; 
Ts certaine thet there Powertre 1s (cant. 
Where tranſutorie things abundant are, 
There we doe Want irue daughters of peoreClare, 
| Each Nun muſt be familiar with theſe foure | 
Daewghters of powerite al Chriftned poore, 
Pore fare poore Clothes peore lodging, and poore cell. 
Let her wot thinkeber [elfe in health wot well, 
 Valeſſe ro theſe foure (ifters whom her God 
So wnch effeemes , thee_joyne her ſcife tbe 8d, 
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| | Mr, Tohn Abbor in his Pocme of rhe 
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THE HISTORY | 
OF THE ANGELICALL VIRGIN 


LORIOVS 5S*: CLARE, 


MATCHLESSE PATTERNE 
OF RELIGIOVS PDISCIPLINE. 


\ND FOVNDRESSE 


OF THEPOORE DAMES | 
VLGARLY STYLED THE POORE CLARES. | 


How ſaint Francis repaires three 
(arches. 


CHAD. 1. | 


Wen, Hs plorious and Seraphicall Fa- 
J2 ther S. Francs moſt valourousand| 
# thrice renoWned Captaine & Re- 
newer ofthe Apoſtolicall Order 
of the poore Mendicants in the be- 
inning of his Conuerſion, going forth of the; 
City : <fSiſvin bum With i iotent toſceke out ſome) 


0s | "— Tolicariel ; 


1 $S, a 
"——__— 
| the «hf: 

| Of farmnr 
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 Ade- | Maicltie this hamble ſupplication. O high and 
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$.2. ſolicarie retirement : theie to apply himſelfe 


| Chr09,1 vato meutall prayer , he paſled neare voto a 


£.5.1. Churci of $S. D 4-14n Which for the great An 

<, 3d tiquity Was neare an viter ruine and cecay; the 
' Saint inoued by the holy Ghoſt entredtherin, 
pur failing oo hisknees, before the Image of 
the Craajs, he founde his ſ-ule replenisned 
| with admicable conſolation, When full repleat | 
| With ardent fernour, r.ce preſented and tendred 
' three (everall n1m:e5 at theti,rone of the dinine 


wout glorgous GedTleſus Cnrilt Redeemer of , be World, 


| prayer uiummatethe darkneſſe of mykeart andendow me 


0 / Jait w:iheirue fauh, conſtani [' -pe perfett ana inflamed 
brancs, Charity, anathe 720 Weedge vf theemy God: ſo ad 
| 1 may euer accom pli h iy arume wil and pleajure. 
{4 Theo holding luseyes fixed on this di 

{ uine Obie andtree of lite the Croſ/e, he po- 
red forth sho wers of teares and ſent 
| forti: a million of ighes; and behold he heard a 
VOICE proceeding from the Crauufix direted 
' to him ſas ivg three ſeucrall tims, Fray: ! goe 
' and repiite my hone, Whith as (how leef 4 ready to 
fall; tlis maruellons voice did much amaze 
h1m, there beipg not avy 1n the Church bat' 
himſelfe , whertore atonished ani reſſenting 
the folice and effiacie of theſe Wordes , he 
| fainted , but in fine, returning to bimſatte: 
| withour celiy. he orepares to obey &fortwith 
vVocertakes ani atrempis to repaire th* mate- 
riall place wherin he had made his prayer: nof 
y=t ynderſtanding low the wy ſticall ſence of 
theſe words of God, iorended. the Reſtanra 
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Of S. Clare. 
ion of an other 
Yetious bond, as the vation of the Holy Uh 
414 atterWards inſtru him; Which fince he 
Jeclared to his Religious: the ſame Ws by di- 
uine Revelation made manifeſt to tte Vicaroz 
brit who was Innocent thethird then fitting 
inthe C aire of S. Peerer, Who retiring ouer 
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ng ht co Þþ1s chamber, with his thoughts auer-, 
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ther was 10 his {]:ep preſented before him the 
Church of $.I 4» &creran ready tofall to the 
ground, but a poore, abie& and Contemtible 
man, of meane Condition coming ſtayed rhe 
| falling therof, ſuſtaining and vpholding it, with 
his shovlders: the next day behold the humble 
Francs With his Brethren came and proſtrated 
themſelves at the feere of his Holines: elothed. 
io poore and patcht garments, teaderinga ney 
 & voaccuſtomed Rwe, humbly petitionating 
him to approve theſame: the Pope beholding 
| the ſeruant of Ga1, anJ1 obſerneing rhe inte- 
| oritie, pvoritie, and innacencie of his ſoule con. 
ioyned With an admirable Contempt of the 
world demaupdcing the obſeruation of Evan- 
eelicall Powerize with a Seraphicall feraneat 
zcale ofthe ſaluation of ſoules, {zyd within 
himſeife; truly this 15 the man I ane feene, 
Who shall help to ſnpporte the Church of 
God; by his workes, words, examples, and do. 
@rine, this viſion manifeſted the qualitie, vo 
cation, and life of ſur Franczxand his Order, 


wheImed'wicha penfive care; pondering the: . Q ,, 
calamities wWherwith the Church was affaulted | Luet's 
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Wain! þ | Which should vphold the Catholick Church, 
Wit! | T | and ſtay the falling therof, the which heat-| 
| WH 1 chieuecin his life rime, andafrer him bis chil-} 
[$118 YI _ becamethe ſupporting pillers therof, $4. 
| fres c4.9 #000088 d oth !mpart vnto vs a Revelation he had 

I | inhislife, which is atrue ſymbole hereof, if 
not the ſame:1 hae ſcene ſaith he a Crrie beſreged 
On all ſides and reduced to [o great extremity that 
| of S. nothing Was expetted but viter acfirudtion, now 
| | Saddebs | being 1 this affliction, net able to withſland their 
Wt | Enemres , When behold there Wei 4 man, foundein 
1 | | the Crtie, Who Was poore and deſpried of allbut 
musStby bimſeife: ths man not withitanaing poore 
WI | | | and covterniihle, Was mofl Wiſe and dexterous, ES 
[RI by hu prudent adviſe and counſeile they founde the 
[| il Way 10 acfeatthe force of ther Enemei, freemy tbe 
Wil © | Cure from danger and [etiing it in all freedome and 
ul | jecuritie. W/ hat could hane bene more properly 
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E ſayd for the glorious Patriarke S, Francis who 
FIT [rhe roy | 11Ke a0 ether Aras, doth ſupport the two 


| les of Poles of Chriſtianitie. The Churchin his ti- 


Il} OM | Me Was Hſſanlied , lamentably torne- and de- 

} © banc cayed with horribleſciſmes: tne Romane Ems | 

fon l/amy | PIreWas rent With diſſentioon and diviſions: 
Francs Conflantmople With all Greece had renolted from 
the Obeditce ofthe ſouneraineBishop,the Ci 


hrs tiene) fi phe TSR 
. tie of Hrerujale & all the holy Hand was vive in 


| Prey to the Sara3'ms and Fnfidets; throvghout | 
all Spame the Tewes and Barbarians did pu- 
 blickly intheir Synagogues blaſpheme the na. 
me of le/w Chriff, over all the Voiuers the Di. 
ueEll tiranized by his adherents broching diſ- 
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ations Heteſiesand execrable vices: which ' ,,,- 


{ 
} 


ow aſſembled like a ſquadron, menaced a to- Wadd 


ll ſubverſion: the Alarum Was ſovnded dp par. 


rough the whole Catholicke Monarchie: - $61. 


rt none knew how to apply the remecy and. 
>dreſſeſo great miſcheifes and diſaſters: when | 
jolt fortuoatly there was founde 1nthe ſame 
lacethe humble Frances a man abiee. and fim+ 
le, little regarded ofthe world: making pro-'s 
ffion of Powerty : but intiiceyes of God moſt | CAS 
iſe, prudeot, and holy, who by his wiſdome |,,, 
ath caught others the way row to appeaſe & - mu 
hy thoſe tempeſtous billowes and repulle, ofthe 
noſe hoſtile inſurreions to preſerue the 5, , 
hurch, and exempt it fromſo imminent pe-| Th 
[s reſtoring peaee to the world, together 
ith deuotion, Euangelicall libertie,and Re- 
pious ſecuritic, and after his example, a mul 
ude haue enroled and regiſtred themſelues, 
der the Enfignes ofthis ſoueraigne, Apo- 
licall and holy Powerty, recluding them-' 
lnesinto monaſterie,arming themſelues with | 
rtueand learning, to repaire the breaches & [ 
zines of the temple of God: reducing allto| 
je Obedience of the Catholick Church,and. 
bourcing 10a moſt meritorious and edifying 
2nitentialllife, to worketheſalvuatis of their 
:ighbours, by preaChingsand good example. 
oether Frranc#and repaire my houſe, This 
Dore ſeruant of God, better grounded in hu- 
tlity and contempt of him ſelfe: returned/to 
Stiſrum, Waere receiving many oftronts and. 
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'o19ries, both from his parents and others. 
22gan Qaow.to beege tg rhe tghe of hoſe w 
>Cfore has ſcene him rich and opulent:an4 t 
odedicniiy to execute What the divine Orac 
i2timatec vato him, inthe Church of $ © 
man; bearing ones and other materials 
Mis Shoulders,and fo he repaired it by the hel 
otthe Almes & charitablebeneuolence, whi 
many moued by his yvawearicd diligence at 
example, gave vato him, Tie hke he perf, 
| med :n another Church of the B. Apoſile, 
Pcier, to Whom he was ſingularly deuote 
from thence h2 Wiihdrew him ſelfe a quart 
ofa wile diſtane from Am, toa place c; 
[2d Portruncula Waere there Was an ancie 
| Church of our B Lady all ruinated, other w' 
entituled Sar Maricof .angells (Whzre co 
formableto the name were knacwne to h: 
ofien bene wany- Angelicall apparitions 2 
viſions ) chrou_h the devotion hebore to! 
Ancells, &efpecrsilyrgthe Qreene of Ang! 
h- Jaboured much :n rhs reparation there 
\'y2a he made a holy rsfolntion to eſtab{15h th! 
is dwelling, in ſuch ſorts as afterwardes 
' became the mother Church of the wh 
broadſoreading and dilate{4 Order of the Fi 
' Munors. being given voro him by an Abdo! 


| O-ciercf | {aint Benedietr Order with conleni of all his) 


| livious. Aand notwithſtanding that thel 
{ay1 Prelate With his Religionshad made! 
ar infirs donation of the ſai place with 
' any oblization: neuertherles /armr Francs 


_—_ 


- a——<——y hy - _— 


pr ITY 


—_ —— 


=. 


OT 
:-V\[e and | 


his 


Of I, Clare, 
uerof Evangelicall Pewerrie and? 
ujent founqer, deſiring to poſſe! 
ith propriety and dominion inthfs Worla: 
ic £0.entoy the bare vſe of things: preſented 
ery yearea Panoier full of liccle fish, "Whieh | 


— =-—_— 


>tooks ina River hard by: in token of ac- 
owledoment: Which the ſayd Abbote, and | 
eligtous accepred, with great reucrence and | 
-uotlon: andin exchange gaue vato him a 
flellot Oyle. 
cording tothe opinion of the Seraphicall 
oftor $S. Bonauencure by the three voyces | 
rted from the Crucifix at Sam Damrians:l 
dthe three materiall cemples,wiich he hath | 
peired: We may vaderſtand thethree Orders, 
11ch he hath founded andeſtablished in the 
[tart Chyrch: to Withdraw many ſoules | 
th of the miſerable bondageof the tirant of 
[| to beget and conſecrate them to Teſs i 


rift. | 


nothing | 
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Of the inſtitution of the 
| order of the Freer 
Myinors. 
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Ml ff {94 Hisnew Champion of leſs Chrii?, Fran 
i | crs']ikeaterreſtriall Aogell, or a Celeſti- 
all man: ſpent whole nights and dayes 
1n prayer, inthe Church of our Ladies of Angels 
beſeeching her , with teares and yoſpeaakble 
groanes, to be his Advocate , and mediatrix 
with God: his prayers were ſ{o forceable, that 
| by the merits and interceſſion of the ſacred 
| Virgin, he was found Worthy to conceine and 
| produce the ſpirit of cruth, and Bnangelicall 
{ Powerty: for vpon oneof the Apoſtles dayes 
| being very attentiue at maſſe: as they read the 
| | Ghoſpell, wherin our Redeemer Jejus Chrif 
| 1 preſcribing the foime ofthe Apoſtolicall life, 
when heſentthem ouer the world,to preach, 
1 | aying, carry with you neither gold, nor fil- 
| | ver, purſe, nor Wallet, nor (Wo coats nor ſta- 
fe nor$shooes, the ſaint illuminated with d1- 
{ vine illufiration, cryed out with a ioy more 
then naturall;this is that which I ſeeke, this is 
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yhich iathe Ghoſpell had bene ſpoken vato} 
im,as ifan Angel had brought them from 
cauen: this was the yeare of our Redemption 
pne thouſand two hundred and eight, in the 
oneth of October ypon the day of S. Luke, S.| 
rancis being then 27.years ofage, iWo yeares 
deing expired ſince his cenuerſion: the 2. 
eare of the Popedome of Innocent the 
hird. [2 
In this kind of habit, this generous Cap- } 
aine likean other Seraphm come fro the Eaſt, | 
urifyed withthe fyrie coale, kindled and infla- 


| 


'oluntaric Powerry, Contincncte, and Charity, 
rue Pictye,and Pennance, the ſecure path to 
aluation: with ſimple yet forceable, graue, and, 
cuere words V/hich penetrated the hearts of 
he Auditors Conuerting many ſinners vato 
od,teachingthem the contempt & forſakin 
ff riches, to fly yanities, the dereftutioniat 
pleaſures and delights, bairecloth and diſcipli- 
es, lying on the ground, mortifying the flesh, 
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ned With heauenly Charity: bgan to preach}. 


aſling whole aights in prayer, ſerving Godin 
eruour & deuotion, ſo asin short ſpacehe 
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' beeame the Father of many children: who fol 


| ' lowed and imitated his example, drawne b 


'the ſweet Odour of his ſuperemient virtues 
| The great increaſe ofhis Order may eafilyb 
colle&ed, by the great number of Religiou 
\men aNembled atthe generall Chapter whict 
S. Francs held at Porrmwncula the yeare 1219 
eleauen yeares after the inſtitution ofhis Or 
| der, Wherat his ſincere and cordiall friend $ 
| Chron; Domnite, founder ofan other florishing Or 
p.1,B.1, 'deri in Gods Church would affiſt, with ſeaue 
<6 of his Religious, there was numbred mo 
| then 5000. Brothers not countipg thoſeabſer 
{Who ſtayed in the Convent, to execute th 
jovmgpoks funRions: and this by the aſlertio 
of S,Bonauentare: Inthe ſame chapter was r 
ceiued abone five hundred Nouices, 
This Order hath ſince, ſo multiplyed ar 
increaſed, peopling the foure corners of t| 


| S. Bon4- 


| wenr.c.F, | world: the rifing of the Sunne, hath imbrace 


them with her refulgent Rayes: the weſt hat 


10. 
{intertainedthem the north hath receiued thi 
19-4; and the South hath afforded them manſior 
Herr. |there, is no corner in this Vnjuers, where th 
Sedul, holy Order hath not eſtablished monaſteric 
mviliS.| and therenowne ofthis great founder penett 
Francif-| ted throughout al the Clymares of the eart] 
16,3, [how many great Saints have florishedinth 


holy Order whoarenow inthroned in heau 
how many glorious and tryumphant M 
tirs, have bathed and watered the ea 
with their bloud: both als ak} pms. M oor: 
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ad Heretickes, how many learned Doors, 
arting cuery Where the refulgEtrajes of their 
Jmirable do&rine, by their voyce and penne 

Wontfuting Hereticks, confirwing the faichfull in 
e faith, and conuincing the obſtinate impeai- 
Wence;of finners, How many illuſtrious preſons 
his Order, have bene raiſed to the digni- 

y of Eecclefiaſticall Prelacie:euen to the ſous 

zeraigne dignity of Papacy. 

Conſider good Reader how the houſe of 

od hath bene ypheld and repaired, accordivg 

o the commaundement of the Crucifix, by the 
ofatigable labours of his Enſigne=bearer hum- 
ple Frances all ouer the world for to cultivate 
he fertile fieldes ofthe Church: freeing ſoules 
rom the deteſtable ſeruitude of the Diuel, 
onſecrating them to the ſeruice of ourgreat| 
God. If thou defire to know the effeRs this | 
Wrudifying vine hath produced foure hundred} 
MM cares ſince; and to confiderthe worthy men' 
pf this Order, theauthours here cited willſa- | 
Wtisfy thy piouscuriofity, See Henr, Sedul, in| 
c.3. Vit, S, Franciſcs, Luc, Wad, in his Annals. | 
ieron. Plat.c. 30.32.Gonſaga in Hiſto, Se- 
raph, F 
But fotas much as the prementioned Au- 
thors are not commonly at every ones hand, as| 
being written in other languages: andto the| 
end it may more manifeſtly appeare, how de-| 
ſeruedly the ſtyle of the Reparrer of Chriſts 
Church is agreeable and due to the Great ſer. | 
uant of God holy S. Frencs, Whom it pleaſed 
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B. Saujour to canoble and make remarkable 
by the fiogular priuiledged Impreſſion of his 
ſacred woundes,the fignes of our Redemption, 


S_ Fran. |< betterto renew by him and his Order the 


memory of his ſouueraigae Paſſion, almoſt 
then extinguished in the hearts of Chriſtians, 
and reſtore againe the Apoſtolicall life and 
diſcipline then depraued, and as it were abo- 
lished anddecayed: all which dothnot alittle 
redounde tothe honor of the Angelicall Vir: 
in $.Care to haue received hir Inſtitution & 
Rule of Religious life from ſo Grande and 
highly dignifyeda Patriarck as was S, Francs; 
I haue thought good here forthe better ſatisfi. 
iog the curiolity and devotion of the Pious 
Readerco inſertina diſtin chareRer the firſt 
chapr. which theauthor ofthe Hiſtory of the 
3.&20.I. Martyrs ofthe Order beatifyed bythe 
Pope Vrban the VIII.With 3.of the ſocietie o 
leſus, all crocjfied in Taponia, Which the Au: 
thor [ſay ofthat Hiſtory (printed at Doway) 
prefixed to his worke,inregard, itdoth breifly 
and ccmpendiouſly record and point out ſome 
of the moſt memorableand Apoſtolicall a&ts of 
his Order, & chiefly thoſe enacted in theſe late 
eer ages in both the Eaſt and Weſt Indies. 
Wherin the Freer Minors before all other 
Religious haverthar preheminency of glory to 
be inueſted with the ticles of their; firſt Apo- 
ſtles, as Will-moſt evidently be manifeſted by 
the reſtimony of Hieronimus Platus the Teſui- 
ceintheenſuing chapter Which foloweth 
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pF M ANT AND ADMIRABLE ACTS 
wronght by the holy Order of $. Francs in| 
the Charch of God. Bat more cſpccidlly in 
theſe latter ages, in the Fndics. F 


H E Seraphicall Father S$. Francs ſent by | $ Bon, 
'Almightie God to repaire,vphold, and nV.s,F 
propagate the holy Catholike, Church} - | 

as Was reuealed ina viſion to P6pe .Innocent 
het hird) not contenting himſelfe to haune in| 
is owne perſon crofled the ſurging and peril- | / 
pus ſeas, and rrauc[led ouer many barbarousaa |} 
aga Countries, to quenchtheheate of his an- | 
ricntzeale and there ro plant anderect the} 
riumphat Randard of the holy Croſſe where | 
fin himſclfe he bore the lining Image, but} 
venaf-er his death, he leftto his children and} - 
ollowers,as their filiall patrimonie the ltke} 
oly defires, which fince his deceaſe hothſo| 
nflamed their heroickehearts, as that thereip| 
hey haue carried both fire and flames, toillu-} 
minare, heate, and reforme the moſt blinde, | 
colde,aniſchiſmaticall nations of the ſpacious | 
world, I should digreſſe from my purpoſe of! 
being compendious,ifI should any loger lodge} 
my pen intheſe particularities: Bue ing word,| 
all Italic will teſtifie the truth hereof, by cheir Ss Bow 8 
preatand famous Seivdr, 4vtomeand Bernar- | a 6. 6 
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i dine . ; The by the maruellous effeRs of the 
| 14s divine do&rine haue drawWne ſo many ſoul 
1 | o8t of the dangerous pulfe of this miſcrgb! 
63. world, as that Italie ſcemed to line onelyb 
| their wholſome __ they being con 
| trained ro preach our df Churci es, in ti;e py 
[blicke places and ficles by reaſon of the innume 
rable multitudes of aſſembled people, wh 
were taken bytie nets of theſe their pto 
 predicarions. 
| One onely Fathet of theſe;to wit, 5. Io 
| Pet. Ros, Ciprftran , ata certaine tire eaſting his ne 
:.r.biftf. \into the ſea of Germany drew vp at on 
Serap £5 draug ht, aboue twelue thouſand ſoules, wh 
Cor ,F,M wereſunke in finne and fallen fromthe faith 
| out Sauiour Leſus Chriſt; and moreouer h 


| cauſed 1n that Countries ſuch a revoltfroma 
 kinde of pride and vanitie tiatthey broug' 
into the op market places, waole Carts fall « 
fantaſtical headgeareg, perewigs, bracelet 
chaines, andthe like tobeall buthedand con 
ſnmed by fgre, in his preſence. 

{Sedul, |Shal!lI goeintoGreece to view the memorab! 
| rom.ad 'aRs of Huerowy wee BE }cHiarizs , Who for th 
cr 8, Fr. like merits, was advanced to the Papacie, ati 
[c.3. | afterward called N; cholas the fourth, Whol 
| lite and induftrie brought backe by the hand « 
| [his pious cletnencie the Emperour' and (chi 
| . | maticall Empire igto the lap and botome © 
| {the Church of Chriſt, 
| Be. Po. | 1 ip ouer in filence the heroicall afts of Bro 
dup. #17, | cher Tohwof Mons with his cSpanions ,; ,amon) 
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e Tartarians, where they built diuers reli” 
10us Convents, in the yeare 12 45. 
Asalſo the honours dueto F. Aibert of Sar 

#90, Wholikea {wiftand ſpeediecloud, did 


J 


an inſtant , ſo fertily water With his bely| 


redications the thornes of Infidelitie , chat 
omthence in a veryshort ſpace budded che. 
ddie roſes of holy Chriſtianitie throughout. 


| the Orientall parts; cauſing Conuentste be | 


vildedin Candia , Conſtantinople, lIerufglem, 
yria, Greece, Feipt, it With ſuch fruit and 


rompricude, that he ſeemed to have toelen| 


e Wings and gaturall prey of the ſoaring. 
azle, by a{sTblng an ſuchaiudienſo worthie 
companie of conſtant Chriſtians, and redu- 
ng ofall Armenia to the obedience of the 
hurckh., | 
Let vs now take a yiewr of the Meridian 


rouinces, and vaiſie that induſtrious Gardiner; 


, Odoric , who merited to raiſe a dead man te 
fe againe, out ofan extraqrdinarie defire he 
ad to baptize him,and did moreover, is dexte- 


ouſly ſow, plant, cultivate. and? waterabout the| 
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umber of tw2atie thouſand 'new plants of 
;hrift, in a very $hort ſpace, thacthey now in| 


Prme of their lilies of virgigitie,, inficure of| 


ze roſe of martyrdome ; and in fashjon ofthe 


almes of Iuſtice,, ſerue him now for a L zurell | 


frenoanesgnd oarlatd ot  lorie. 
Let ys reſt pr ſelues a while in Spaine, Caf 


me ſo impious and perverſe , thar ar divine ang 
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i] wonderfall Freer Minor B.. Saluatorde Hort 
Fe | Who cauſed the pe-'ple of thoſe places to haſte 
ro confeſſion by thouſands, as well bythe eff 
eacic of his [peeches.., asexample of his ve! 
tuous ani holy lf : ng as for wonderfull m 
raCics, we doe norreade that the Apoſtles, $ 
Frans, or Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe did eue 
hp Workeſo wany ( althoug': he could baue don 
l ' ]farre more,and greater, if he had pleaſed, 44 
| {1014 burwmn facient ) for there was preſenred t 
| | Pope Paul the fift , fiftecne thouſand, on 
©. _{kvundred,ſeaneniie ind eight, all paſſed throug 

"ſn | ; Fehe hats of publicke Notaries ; not countin 
|[tWiſe as many others of leſſer moment : 'H 

{dyed kifiong the Crofſe, theyeare 1564. an 


| : | [is holy body remaineth yet to this day bot| 
| 
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| entire and maniable. 
i Leevsnowtlaile into Aﬀrick .and there c6 
in ; Chron. F. | 16x King Curo, much buſied i ſoliciting th 
i Mt6.4. King of Spaine, bout earneſt affaires , ſendin 
| Ped rh effe& for Embiſladoir,the R. F. Fran 
cis Ziranq,o! tins Seraphicall Order, the year 
(1603. W:0, ic a Word, being apprehended 
[the blon4 ſuckiog M 9ores of Algiers , Wa 
168 ſentenced tn be flyed aliue, ard afterward 
burned. O What barbarious crueltie is this, ol 
the one (ide, and What admirable conftapeie, 
| on the other! Behold foure bloaudy Execu 
rioners, With (parckiing eyes , and foawirg 
moothes Ike ranening wolves , their ſacrile 
viens armes lifted vp, With eve y nne his ra 
ſour , thian's to put ther youſt «ffices in exe 
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ation, the firſt @peas his skinne,fis the neeke | 
Jowneallalong his shoulders”, and the others 
Ir.-Wiog it in fashion of a Crofle, rares jt 
W owae his bady,aad then all foure tookes him | 


Wy the hayreandeares,a nd cuts a greate Crofle | 
7p0n his head., and chen theyfl.y moſt 19- | 


| :oaoly rhe Giles, backe & forepart there- 
Sf: 20d afterwarls W.ch more then barbarous j 
rueii1e, they fliy his tender face in like man. 
er. O bleſſed inartyr ,-art thou not yet dead? | 
\1 as no, Ihearethee ſtill to fing; Beredvvre 
prruws (5 anime tmnftorum Don imo, and make an 
ad Wholly of this Canticle , before thou 
endreſt thy life, whileſt theſe wicked Mahue 
netans Would make thee denie thy holy Faith, 
exin2 them(elnes to ſee that by how muck 
hey rage and ſtormeat thee, by ſo much the 
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enſtancie,toadde , Sens Maris, orepro nobis, 
3atpeace a While O wit Abel, theſe impions 
ains have yet their raſors to rip open the. 


—_— 4 


ore they heare the Eccho ofthiane vaJdaunted | 


it the nauell : coW 11ch being come , theſe 
loudy Butchers exenterated him with ſach 
orceand violence, thathe hal but onely lea. 


__——m—_ MO NR. —_ — La LL COPS] 


ay Witha loud voice, I» manu; wer Domine, 
ommendo ſpiritum meum : thus yeelding vp his 
oule into the hands of 11s Creatour.Batbeing 
lead, the very winds cealed not to teſtifie his 
nnocencie With ſuch itrange and vnheard of 
vumultious cempetts, thar the cruel] Moores 
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noſt tender part of thy harmeleſſe body, to | 


ure enough to life vp his eyes to heauen , and | 
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{tre Orderof Freer Minors, 
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choug! e they Shonld all haue beene flainc in 


| the place, ſo that they had notleaſure co burne 


| or deſtroy his holy body, 
| Lervys adioyne vnto thoſe,the glorious Fa 
PT F. Danan of Valencia in the ſame A frica 
the yeare !5 33. Where, forthe onely faith of 
Ie/ws Chrift he was calt into burning flames, 
Without receiving any more hurt thereby then 
| Sydrach, Miſech, and Abdenego; (o that they 


| were forced at leogth co put hitnto death by 


the ſtroke of the {yvord. 
Let vs now hoyſe vp ſaile tothe vYneouth 


T lands , (theholy Ghoſt will procure vsa Wind) 
to accompanie foure Freer Minors of France 
the yeare 165. Who arriving wit! the French 
mes inthe lleof Canada, celebrated there the 
firſt Mafle in the famous Citic of Quebee, 
But that which may as much moue Vs as 
thereſt, are the heroicke deeds performed in 


the Ile bf Moluc , by twoglittering ſtarres of 
the ane called F, 


Sebaitian, andthe other B. Antonie: the firſt 
preached there with ſuch zeale and efficacie, 


—_ 
Um 
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that he converted and baptized five great Po- 


| tentates, and going farther into the Ilz Taco- 


!ande (ſubie&trothe Mabumetans) after infi- 
nite ſabours foil there at length the Crowne 
of Martyrdome by the {word:his poore bod 
beingafterwards wade a marke to Shoeteatio| 
the common place of exerciſe , where hauine| 
receiued a thon(anl shors of zharpe 4 arrowes, 
Was aſte: ward eaſt into the. water , but could| | 
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never | 
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cemed ſobeautifull io the eyes of the Kipgs| 


hand: Whar doth ner Satan ſuggeſt to the; 


\euer be made to Gnke. Meane while, his com | 


anion B, Antonie, being faire and young, 


{aughter that shee deferred his condemoation | 
ith hopes to. have enioyed bim as ber huf- 


ainds of looſe and laſciuious woemen,teallie- | 
nate a ſoule from her Creatour? But this| 
haſt Ioteph-, left behinde him rather his} 
cloake , I means his skinne then his vowed| 
C'-aſtitie. But this bloudy and rauenous shee- 

oolfe, ſeeing her ſelfe miſprized by him, 
ommanded all her Ladics,and Damſels ro 
take each of them a knife er punyard intheir 


hands,and ſo daunce allinarounde, into the | 


iddeſt of which $hee eavſed to be brought} 


this poore and ionocent Relizious,as paked as 
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he Was breught into the world: O prodigie!.' 
O crueltie | O-vnhezrd of Martyrdome! The 
ne ſtrikes the Kinfe into Þis arme , the other 
to his backe, another markes him on the face, 
another on the head ;and ſo-finally by a ling-! 
r10g and cruel] death ( by the hands of theiz' 
blouddy and tyrannicall! woemen) was be 
brought to his laſt gaſpe, where atleopth they. 


cut of his head like another, loho,the great; 


precurſor of the Me(Fas:but with this admara- 


WW: 0.chat his head being put vpo the tep of alas! 


| 


= 


pealejitſpake miraculouſly &preacked ofthoſe| 


Wefcminate crueltics the ſpace of two whole 
W--y<s,a5 if it had beene aliue,although difiey-! 
| ned irorits body. Haue you euer heard or ſecoe | 
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faire and glittering is the chaſt generation, its 


| of impietic,to wed, himſelic in faith to bis ce. 


| 2.deben. | rica, I leauein Armenia Gonſiles Saurata: a: 
| mong the Mides and Perſians, Paſchal & Gen 


| 


| inheritance of faithfull and magnanimous 
children to our holy mother the Church. Yer 
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a more rare and acmpablething? O quam pul 
chra eft caſta generatio cum varinate \ mmrrials, 
et memorid ems: Speake (peake then, O how 


memorie lives now immortall' in this great 
Martyr , who forſooke the nuptiall pleaſures 
leſtiall and dearelt Eipoule , called tothe mar: 
riage ofthe lambe, toadherezceraal)y to his 
bliſle and gforie. 
Letthe Bulgarians riſe againe , and confeſſe 
that alltheir kingdome had beene loſt ,if( abou 
the yeare 1366. the Freer Minors , had not 
brought 1t backe againe into the sheepe fold 
ofthe holy Chureh of God, W.ould you cuet 
 beleeue thatin fiftie dayes alone , they should 
(by the ſound of eight Euangelica'l crumpets 
onely) call intothelap of the Church , more 
thentWo hundred thouſand perſons, and make 
them co ſurceaſe their rebellious inſurre- 
 RionSagainſt their king? 0 
| Ikeepeyoutoo long troartiuving in to Ame- 


til: F,Bonauenture in France, Bleſſed Pacificus, 
| the Martyrs of Gorcome and diuers others 10 
thelow-countries, | 

The aforementioned exploites may more 
then ſufficiently ſuffice to confirme that che 
Seraphicall Father hath left inlegacie, arich 
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ll theſe couravious Captaine-ſeeme to hane 


Jone nothing in compariſon of the admirable | 
fruit Which others of the ſame order haue pro - 
Juced,as Wellin the Oriental] asOcciJentall | 
ladies , tothe honourof God, and proft of | 


undry Chriſtian Princes , bue eſpecially.co the 


Catholike Maieſtice of the King of Spaige:For 
in the Weſt Indies, never had 


that faund & | 
onquered it-(to wit, Chritopher Columba) ! 


obtained the graunt of his requeſt, no, .notlo 
much as accefſe.to Fggfinand King of Sicilie, 
had not theinterceGon ofthe Reu. Fa. Iohn 
Piret bene interpaſed? yet forall that,ceaſed 
not the Princes and Ceunlcllers to laugh at | 
the hopes of -Columba, ſecing it was onely | 
grounded vpon the fauour of one poore Freer 


Minor (as all Hiſtorians who iviire of th= In- 
dies hage recounted )notwithſtaading, with. 
out Which aduenture, and effe&t, what great 
loſſe, and voſpeakable damage , had the Ling 
dome of Spaineſuſtained: But what was che 
recompence of theſe poore Fathers? Truly 


none at all , but onely the honour toaccom- | 
panie the ſaid Generall , with his brethren , & 
Ito enrich che holy Church as muck with 
| ſoules ,as Spaine With erealures: who before; 
had fotally reietedthe requeſt of Columba, 
{for the ſpace of ſeauen yeares. , yotill theſe 
Fathers tooke the matteein hand , and happily! 
obtayned irfor him : who afte1 wards, as well | 
for this reſpe&,as others, were choſen forthe 
yantgard of ſo generous'a conqueſt, about 


$* . 
| Sedal, 


D the. 


4 — : 


1 


Cornil { 


Veng, 
Ate, 
M2. 
HeisSt.v «| 
na des 


Indes c, | 
| 


F 


(mm, . 
vil, S. | 
Frenc.. 
P., Ms- | 


— _ ” 
OO——- oa - W_— 


_—_ > e—e——— 


—_— 


Sedwl. 


c11.S wy, 


I 55 Bo 


lm . 


\afier,ſeauen millions, according to thereport 


| 2d 077. | 


wt 
" : { 
P .. . al 
F Fr OV 
: PETIT PRR © TESEIN 
x ——_— Co ——— —— __——— 
——_— WO UNE -HWiINNITS 


tl. 


—— 


{affirmed , that he alone , With tus companioo 


| dels:and added farther , that they bad at thi 
time about gue. nhaadred children vader thei 


{ 


|zed, with the affiſtance of his religious Brethre 


0 


y 


[the world: And Sedulius, a faithfull Hiſtorio 


tie and kingdome of Mexico onely ; a Cutie 


26 The adwirablelife 
G h: yeare1 49 2-where they bebaued chemſolue 
(o religiouſdy,as that inthe yeare 1329.00 0 


theſe Brothers, called Br, Peter of Gaunt 
Wcittng to the Fathers in the low Countric; 


ha41then baptized two hundred thouſand Inf 


tuition , Whom he had ſo inftrefed in the Ca 
| tholick faith, that he ſeat them every Suodaj 
to cathechiſe and preaci inthe yijlages, what 
they bad learned at home inthe Weeke-time: 
And to this effe& they wreae ſometimes teh 
twecatie, of thirtie milgs to promulge the faith 
ofChriff.T leaue you to cofider With Whatfruil 
& prokie: In ſo machas that about three year 
aftcr,the chiefe Bichop of one the principal 
Cities efthe new world Mexico, wrote vato 
their Generall chart he had catechized & bapti- 


the true children of $. Frencrr , about ten 
hundred thoufand perſons, anda few yearci 


of Surius:Andallthisis ſpoken but of the C1 
that Abraham Ortelius cails the Queene of 


grapher, ſayes, it 16 gouerned by thirtic Poten- 
rates, Who haue ap hundred thouſand men 
vadertheir charge an4 command, and fwhom 
very ofieo , they (acrificea thouſand perſony, 
and euery yeare there are twentie thouſand 
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arts taken out of the bodies s of little e childrE | 
be offered vato the Deiuls. Far confirma- 
\n Whereof, peruſe the letters placed at the{ 
dof chis ercatiſe. O raoge meramorphoſe' 
2, (wentie,or thirtie yearesafter,ofa Citie,| 
re abou ading With vice and 10iquitie, and}. 
/ or onemight ivſtly have (aid tha Which 
Leoſaid of Rooks! Que era? diſcip ala jwperftr- | 
nis, facta eff magiftra veritatis 1 That which 
fare was a diſciple c of new ſuperſtitions is] 
Dy made the miſtriſſe ot eruth and veritie, 
a, an Academie of ſo many thouſand con-| 

rtants to- our holy Catholike Faith. © 
hat an happie gleaming Was there madein 
is holy harueſt , by the labours of the poore' 
cer Mjnors ! W ho being not able of them 
[ues,by reaſon af their ſmal' number,ta ſerue 
many ſoules.cryed out for ſuceour, and yer, | 
2t till fortieyearet after, could they obraine 
e leaſt aſfiltance wherein, vati!l.the Domini- 
z0s, Aupuſtins, /eſuites, and others, who have 
ſo borne apart with them in theſe glorious | 
pnqueſts valiantly contriumphed With them 
nerthe reſt. But abqueall, ( afterthe holy 
hurch\the King of Spains, and Bleſſed houſe 
t Auttria, have alwayescntruſted che moſt 
nportant bufineſſes rothis Qrder of $. Francs | 
nding ehem tothe [ndies, throughout all the 
8. KingJomes that are ſubicR and triburarie} 
hereuato ; and likewiſe to the purchaſing of 
ther new food: lands , ſometimes as Embaſ | 
zdours \laquiſitors, ProteRours, Bishqps, and 


_D . Preachers, | 
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Preachers, there to affiire and enlarge hi 
cro\wne abd Kingdome.And to goe no farther 
you haue ſeene it your (eluts in theſe you 
preſent times, in the peace ſo importantan 
difficult, of France and Spaine,of Holland an 
the low Coun:ries, which theſe Fathers to wi 
[R. F. Bonav, a Calatagirone Generall of hi 
Order for Frannce , andthe R. F.lohn Neye 
Comiſſary of his Order in the Low. Cofitrie: 
have bene ſent tobringto ef and hauc hap 
\ pily cocludeEd-the benefit of Which,as Well Eu 
rope, as the Baſt and Weſt-Indics doe dail 
experience. O quam pulchre ſunt pedes Evanye 
liFefftium pacew! 
|| Yes Occidentaſls, you might haue rema 
” [kedinthis Apoſtolica'l Freer Minor,& fiwp! 
| Lay-Brother by profeſfion, B. Peter, of Gant 
| who(befides althat I haue already ſpoken « 
him) erected, himſelfealove, more then a 
| hoadred Churchs in theſe weſteroe Indies. Hi 
dexteritic inconverting of ſoules was ſo gre 
| (labouriog therein the ſpace of fiftie yeares 
that he had diſpenſatioo and graunt fene hit 
fromthe Pope,and Superiours of his Order t 
| beinſtalled Archbishop of Mexico: But thi 
[precious pearle, defiredratherto line Gill i 
[the shell of his holy humilitie , then to tak 
| | vpon him ſo greatan Eccleſiaſticall dignitie,tt 
ctheend,that he CE OST: to the greate 
| miſprize of himſelte, the more freely [abou 
{in the harneſt of the ynmanured Tndies , wit 
the R. F.lobo Couureur,Guardian of Gant & 


—_rt 
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T 

r very point ofſo difficult an aſaule, by Charles 

uhe fft , the yeare 1523. Theſe enſuipg verſes 
vere ſent varo B. Peter, into the Indies, by the 

Waforeſaid Emperour Charles Va 

1 Nor veldt <b/que Petro Ceſar,cum Ceſare Petrus: 

Conſolidat terris ſeeptrafidemque Dea! 

i Cue greandu Gand ! quam condida lite panda, 

p Horte voluptetis , vera caue)na Petri, 

UE Cem m4gius Petrie! Minor Atles ile ſecunds 

1 Mund: ſimplicibus regne ferens humers, 

1 Qv4 megnus Carola: iquaſi quinte potentia Regum 

Sed neſs cum Parro, non bene tant erar. 


1 | 

W he's Charles thefift , if Peter's not his friend 
Combine togerher tothe {artbeft end | 

Of th''ve mo ryorid the Goſpels rayes chall reach 

| 1nd With chem Ceſars gewrrnement thatt reach 

Q God! what good wnte the Goſpell bath | 
Bene got by thus Apoſtle of thy Farth? 


B lohn de Aora,who were ſcoethether atthe 


j 


LY 
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In yeelding ſuch a Columne, Which ſuftem'd 

Th' Antaefticke worlds Huge Axell like enaber 
' Atlas , though but the Mimorits Minor Brother: 
In whom our Sautonr! ſacred Words proou'd thue 


We Ce/or 1yargreat , yet then the Cedar leſſe 
W hich di# bus realme enlarge, and Gods encreaſe. 


| 


O Gand! wheat lend baft thaw th y Souneraignegalnd? | 


He that «« leaſt thallbe the grearſ# mong ſt you: | 
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 Jaad deſtroyed ſe many monſtrous IJols | O 


| ny worthie and vio nous nations, yet in the 


za The adwir 


oificent baildiog,to Wit, F.lohn Lumaraga of 
| chis holy Order alſo, vnder the title of Prote 
HAour Generall ofthe Indies, where he be- | 
| haved himſelfe ſo worthie his vocation, as 
{well in perſon of a Preacher,as in nature of an 
Archbishop , thar on a certaine time ke wrote 
intotheſe Countries, that (beſides what you 
| shall fee in his letters adioyned tothe end ot 
this Hiſtoric) he had baptize4 ten hundred 
chouſ4nd perſons, and broke inpeeces more 
then Wentie thouſand inchanted Idols. O vi 

Rorious David ! whe canſt inſtly, boaſt to 
have overcome morethen cen thouſan} Phil 

ſins,by the onely iword ofthy prous predica- 
tions! O magnanimous Hercules, who by 
the verine ofthe Croſſe, haſt rhrownedowue 


— 


_— 


| 


— 


tnuincible Sampſon, who by the power of the 
Goſpell ( as by another iaw bone} haſt over- 
turned the enemies ofthe Faith and his Catho. 

llicke Maieſtic, 

| May you not then with v>ry great reaſon 

{ (deare Reader)ſay vnto Charles the fife, as 8. 
Leofaideo the Citie of Rome: Quamms enim 
| 22/155 authe vifferys 11 Impery twiterre merigut 
tulers, minus ramen «f/f, quod 1161 bellicres labor 
\ſubdriatt quam qued pax Chriſtiana ſubiecu. Know 
| mightie Charles, chat althovgh tbou chouldeſ 
{ivcomparab'y have enlarged thine Empire, 
as W-Il by ſea, as by land ,triumphing ouer ma 


i. 


end wouldeſt not thou finde, thatall the Ia 
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outs of thy Warhke ſouldiers haue ever | - 
broaght ſo many rebellious perſons vader the | 
vbedievce of thy [cepter , as holy Ghriſtian | 
eace hath ſubdued in the barbarous Indies ,by 
he meanes of onely three poore and peaceable | | .- 
Freer Minots (as are meotioned by ligners| 
Hiſtoricgraphers): to wir, B. Pover ef Gaak | 

| 

| 

| 


rho (as aforeſaid) With his companions Cone} 
erted two hundred thouſapd perſons to the 
Faith of Chriſt. EL 
wo yeares after one ofthis order the R.?,B . 
artine de Valentia, With his eompanuons 
daptized iWelue hundred rhouſand Andartthe 
Wame time by che moſt R.F.lohn Lumazaga, of | 
his Order were alſo converted then hundred | | 
houſand more. If any one call iv queſtioothe ; | 
reritie hereof, Jet him reade the Workes ofthe | 
oſt i[[uſtrious and R F. Francis Gonzaguez, 
is! op of Mantua , the Annals ofthis Order 
tte letters from Taponia, Sedvulius . Surivs, 
arianus , and divers others, Who will gine 
im ſufficientintelligence of the ineffibie and! 
iraculous harveſt reaped & procured by th2| 
forsſaid holyFathers, whichwas ſo much the| 
norecafily effected , by hew wuch they ſaw) 
heſe paore children of S. France to milprize| 
nd contemne all humane commodities ,avd 
obrme their ſpeeches by working of miracles} 
od raifing ofthedead, 1 
Theſe greatA poſtles deſerved that their vi- 
Rorious triumphs , Should be ſeconded by! 
ther,no leſſe noble and yalorous Captains? | 
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for no not  avly theweſt burEaſtlndies alſo whi 


| were fir fouod our, and ſubdued by that 
| acrous Colonell Vaſco Gamasinthe reigne 


; Emanuel king of Portugal; Who tooke eight 
| treſe Fathers With him, to breake they 
of ſo diffficule and dangerous an enterprile b 
(by Gods affifiance) it prooued ſo Fauora 


[| pl rai Fray nc them,thatia theveare 15 


wats l,I 
Ge Igo f'A 
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they ſewed their fertile graine in the ki 
dome of Calecut, and eatred into Brafi 
where the firſt Maſſe was ſung the 24. 
April, the ſame yeare x500. In which Cou 
trie Were croWoed three glorious Martyrs 
this Order, Whcſe warme bloud did ſo by 


| fully waierthis vew vine of Ie/ws Chr.ft ,1 
| the torall narration therof is impoſlible to 


recounted, :Judge you of the plentie of t 
harueſt by the number of the infatigable 
bourers ofthis QOrfer,who where thereine 
| ployed.TheR. F. Platus a leſvite doth oi 
in theſe parts (to wit the Eaſte Indians) th 


1 teene ProuvincesercRed for the. habitation 


| theſe Freers, : fortic yeares before ever the 


| | thers of the Societie cotred into thoſe Indi 


And you muſt vnderſtand , that by the name 
Proutince,the FreerMinors meane a congre 
_ ot ſo: many Convents vader a Prouinc 

ſaghat one Prouince of the Order dilares 
le fe ſometimesintoſundry kiogdomes, havi 
: [2. 20. 30, and many times Go. Conuentse 


] of them in their Dominions, and toget 


with th ole of Religious wocmes, ſometi 


| — 


Ro faciem Domint) (o much abhorred , bur 


npietie, rendering theſe impious Pagans oip- 
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Lore then an hundred: The Prouinecalone ; 


Sando Bwengelooin-the Weſt Indies, con- 
ines more then 67. Conuents of men with- 
ut mentioning th c of woemen, as Clares 


1d thoſe of men or Wemento Wit, Tertiaries 


both of which , there are- alſo in both 


ze Indies: From whence you. may eaſily yy | 
j C38 I30[F fo [3 
| cared 3o| 
Q rlets | 


»F 


ther, how much the Order of S. Francs fru- 
iGethin thoſe quarters,and how many faith- 
11 labourers there are inthoſeparts ; whoſe 


ames to vs arc not knowne, butit fufficeth | 
lat they ate Written more particularly. in the | 


poke of life, 
I shonld fill Whole velumes and reduce the! | 


NC” 


© Fran- 


ide Ocean(as it were)intoaghell,ifIshould } 
de about to recount all their heroicall;acs, 


rformed for the aduancement of the Faith | 


"_—_ 


Chrif?, and thereyntaadioynethe names of 
| thoſe eouragious and  magnanimousſoul- 
ers, Who as couragious as Ioſua , feared aot 
ſeo enter yato thoſe barbarous Countricy, 


vt yet gaue backe for. all the cruelties of |. 


ole terrible Gyznts ,the inhabitants thereof, 
eatifully abounding in infidelitie,filuer, and. 
dld,that which theſe men { Generatio qu4ren- | 


rliſted Gill couragious in abolishiog their 


ues to the Faith of CbriF, and leading themya 

iumph, like rebels, bound tothe Chariat of | 
ariſtianzeie , which carries them ſecurely co| 
cir immortall glorie : and this inſogreat a 
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| thoſe thizbolecuing IY forthey had all 
| ofcliemas fpeedic wings as inflamed zeale , in 


—— adnirebei 


oumber, as tha all the criumphane Romanes 
havernot to Shew fo 
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| 04vy thouſand warlike ſouldiers, of their 
| feared not boldly to 
[ theRace of their deadlireſt evemies:as hath one- 
[ly relue naked and peacoable lambes of this 
holy Orter , vader the- conduR of that great 
Duke, and poorePrevr Minor Martin de Va- 

'lentia ;ſert into the Weſt Thdics the yeare 
t524 arth'd onely with the armour of holy O 

bedience,and protefted with the Shield of ris 
| lone of God. There was not one amoneſt then 
al that Watited courage to quell cherage ot 


this theirstorioos ermterprize , cach of chem 
 haviny converted and baptized the yeare x5 31 
more then 'as hundred thonfand Indians, In 
like mutber, Charles che Afth ſent from all his: 
kinydoines ( and affo from theſe qYarcers, to: 
Wit, from Bruges and Gand)very frequently 
great tavfritndes of Freer Mioors, the particu | 
larities of Whoſe Apoſtolicall afts atehieued. 
[in this holy miffion, Would be too tedious co! 
recount. 

| Theaforeſaid Charles the fie, ackblewled | 
| gins the honour due tothe Order, of S. Francs : 
did nor onely ſend thoſe of Bruges and Gand,' 
as aforementioned, but in the yeare 1520. ha 


| 
uint liſconered the Baſt- Indies al ſo,contented 
PO Tn I 
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y rrophees of cheir 
| greateſt vitories., purchaſt by the bloud'of ſo 


rbus 68 | £ 


chiee(Colonels , whole vadaunced Lyons | 
o preſent rhemfel:tes before | 


i A TE Ee NI CE IEEE 


iu. ee 
4 


dt himſelfe onely there to baue erefiad cer-| 
ine fignificatine Pillars of his farther tro-| 
egs, engrauing thereon, PLVS VLTEA, | TE 
talſoſentſome of thoſe Freers thither , forſ. > 
arkes or Pillars , to fſignifie vato the 1nhabi-| 
nes thereof , that they were likeWile to paſſe} 
LVS VLTRA,to wic,from their acgurſed; 
dfdelicie-to the laver of Chreſtianitie ; and! 
om ic tothe conqueſt of the haven of happi-! 
fe. Pillars truely , more $hinmg thenithalſe| 
hich conduRedIiſrae] art midoightto the land} 
romiſe: For at the ſplegdour ef theix do-: 
rive both the king and kiogdame.of Mexi-; 
acan : Side conuerted to the that the hing|- 
alliog imſelfe Grangis ,in ackaogledgomont | 
f the obl: EM v/hich he had. tg FORnY 
Irder of S, Eranycs., B, TJohn of Fapis, &uer 
the ſametime, the Quinquigitts , andafter-| * | 
ard, for his recampence Tafleroda glorious | F# 
lartyrdome. © hs on 

Qur intende1 brevigtie io this holy Hiſte» 
es hath forced vs ta ler {lip the particularicies 
fthe fortitude of F.Peterof Garabily, who| 
ent diuers dayes in pulling dowae of the; Chron. F[ 


« 


«kg Idols, which were there (@ plen- | $42,444 
ul 


Gun gp in every place , thathe brake 
4 threw done morecheo ten thouſand ee: 

y Gay. FEE RT 
Likewiſe we muſtleaue the founderofthe | Epift, 


harch of Peruaad Brafile , called F.Jofle de; frank 
Jjcke,boneat Mechlinge. ; leaves. i 
The yearealſo 1530.3 Ferdinand Baffachio | £297 
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FER ER. | 
; as the firſtehat tau ghtthe Indians of Cantli 
 P Mart, 


Chron! {donnez , who drouc away the Deuilis. And the 
4634+ ; merits of Br, Francis of the Croſſe, at whoſ 


[cacame. 


{che death of Charles the fifth, and was the firl 


| cedby the Embaſſie of the R.F. Lewis Portn: 
raph.p.4 | gais, lent by king Narſinga, to the Viceroy of 
| the Indies:. As alſo of F, Denis, martyredir 


|  Andlikewiſe it would be too tediaus tore 
| portatlarge how many thouſand misbeleeuecr; 


; duſtrie ofthe R.F.B, Ximenes in new S paine 


| was found Wholcand entire many yearcs afte 
| his death. 
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tafioto ſing inthe Church. 
1 paſle'over the life of B, Alphonſus Or 


deaththebells did ring of themſelues , wh ic 
miracle was Cauſe of the coguerſion of man) 
Iodiahs, ; 

'Tleauelikewiſethe particalar fruite produ 


the Prouince of Cumana,. 


were connerted by the feru@nt zeale and in 


{refuſing diners Bishopricks,for the better op 
f portunitie ofpreaching to the people, 

Inlike manner , weſay nothing of the predi 
| cations and martyrdomes of thoſeWnocon 
lucrted the Nerefies of Serbola ; nor of Br. 
Hyacinthus of S«ime Frenys -, whoſe bodi 


Norof F. Iames of Denmarke, who beioy 
inthe Indies, had the ſame day a reuelation ot 


that adminiſtred the holy Euckariſt in Mexi 


. Blefſedare they whofaw , and conſiderec 
the zeale and holy affeRions of F. lohnof 5: 


A | Michae], 
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37\ 
Michael, aad thoſe of the Reverend Fathers | 
Angel of Valencia and Daniel of Ltalie, martys- | 
red inthe ladies: and Antonie Maldonat,Who | 
like another Alexis, left his kindrgd, and ſeauen 
thouſand five hundred crowpes, inyearcly re- 
uenages, to goe, in nature af a poore Freer Mi- | 
nor to the [ndies: where he mighe juſtly lay 
with the king of Sodome, Da mibranimas,ce- | 
tera t0lle ths: Gine me foules,& Leepe all things | 
elſe vnto thy lelfe. | T: 

Let ysleaue the miraculous F. Alphonſus 
10 Pern, with F,Iohn of S.Frexcs, who being 
in prayer , aad vetering theſe Rleſſed words, 
Deus meme,illuminat mea,obtained,at the fame 
inſtant, the giftof the Mexican tongue, and 
afterwards became very famous for deſtroy - 
ig of the Idols ,andrecalling tothe Sheepfold 
of Chr#thofe decciued ſoules who long 
gone aſtray in the fields of Tafidelitie, 

Peter Beroard Coſin, afliſted by the Om- 
nipotent power, retorted back againe the ar- 
rowes Which wereshotat hi n;although afcer- 
Wards he was gloriouſly martyred , the yeare 


£935 


| 


W <onſerued the towne , being beſizged and deſ- 
Wl parate, Almightie God hauiog revealed the yi- 
Wn ctorie ynto him, | 
| F. Francis Colmenaria healed the In- 
[| diaris oftheir vicers, by the onely fight of his 
letters, Eo. 
Peter Torobio Mutolinala , which figni- | 
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had | 


F.Iohn of Sori, io the Citie of Chaul, 1kid. 


{P. Ma} 


| 
Chro,F. : 
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P, Mars. 
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| es Poore in the Indian tongue, conuerted for 
| | his part » MOre ti.cn foure hugdred thouſand 
Indians. 
| Lervs nowpgoe inco China, and therere-| 
| | uieW « While, the zeale of the poore Diſcalſed 
$,Xa- | Freers F.Peterof Alpharo, F. Iohn Bapriſt, & 
wzr the | B, Francis Marian, for Whole ſake God did 
ifirft of [ſeeme to have blinled the Centjnels andGards 
tbe foct- | of the Sea- ports of China, that thoſe holy ſer: 
[-y bus |uancs of his might ſafely arrineto the Citi of 
| (05 |Canton,andafierwards to Machian, without 
other any moleſtation, againſtall vſuall cuſtome, for 
jorders) | choſe places are ordinarily fo ſtriftly garded, 
labaured| that they ſuffer no ſtrangers waatloever, to 
| »wuch to | enter there with ſuch factlitie. Thofeindu 
{have en | trious Apoliles were ef the Provinceof our 
rred:n . | holy Martyrs ( for W10m we write this Hj- 
ro thus | ſtorie) and for whoſe honour we hane here 
Country |adioyacd their heroicall ats. Bat firſt before: 
{hutcould | their departure from the Philippines , they 
| 20e com |there conneried twice three hundred thou 
{pe r. | ſand Intians,and being coriched with ſo many 
| Tſe un * | victorious ſpoyles , they thence tooke their 
14 (iſe, | journeyes into the Countries of China. 
f | $ Didacus and his Campanions, would be 
diſcontented if we should nor remember them 
in paſſing by the Canaries , where they were 
J-- ( the very firſt Preachers, and by wards and mi. 
; racles converted an infinite number of iofidel! 
Chron FOOT OR | J SLE 
1 Min.co, | PeOp1e In thac ſuggered land, ” 
| Whileſt Irine oner ſo many braue Apoſtles 
[4* | of the Indies, 1 muſt make youſmile at the 
Gong, SN + ao VS Ws RES 19 DNS H>it 
Þ, Mars, |  follie 
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2 ornament their beard, giildeth with gold, 
loer or tinne: Bur that great ApoſtleR.F,Fra- 


nade them at length ſo deteſt this foolis!: fa- 


f ( according to the teftimonie of Bishop: 
3002aguez) there were rmade' ſeauentecne. 
lls , the which Weighed 141, pounds, and 


his generous ſouldier conuerted alfo the| 
ople and vations of Ortritcepa , Texogium, | 
teProuince called the Crowned Freers., Ca: | 
aſtlame, Faſcamenes, and Cacolatraces, in| 
eviſit of which he was martyred With an | 
on barre,according as he beforc had prophe-| 


| «-: . = 
s Laurence a Freer of the Serapbicall Order 


jon,as that they , with very Sreat prowpri | 
de,cut of theirbeards,and cali chem 1nto che} 
re, and of the metall Which proceeded there | 


d.I leaue youto conclude how many people | 
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lie of the inhabitants of Cacaſtiane and A- } 
naxocotlane, Who are accuſtomed to Weare,as | 


rereafterWards put into the new Churchs. | 


e Which was taken as much mecrel as made 
em ſeauenteene belles. 


Of Br. Iohn Calera in the kingdome o | 

llixco , where he ſuffered a glorious martyr-| 

OF Br: Anthonie of Cuylare in Dillata: 

| Wo was martyred by the Indians of Fa- 
oncis, 41 Fe, 


end 


converted , by the multitude of beards, f16! 


It were impoſſible to reconnt all the heroi: P. Ma- 


[acts which B. Martin of Ieſusperformed j ran.cee. 
neW Spaine. 0 


me. / | T 


P. Mart 
| #79, cie d. 
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| thereof. 
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| Will ot here permit me to rehearſe, But I ca! 


my The adwirabhd fe 


"Of B, Tohn of Grenado Jo Commiſlarie G 
new Spaine,. 

OfB.Luke of Amaldobar in Mexico, h: 
ving the -ifc of curing diſeaſes. 

Of B, Ioho Bovrnon in Mexico. 

Of B. Francis Soto in Mexico , Whe 
generouſly refuſed the Arch- bishoprike 


Of B. Tohn Seurade Preacher tothe Quin 

neniſts, 

Of B, Francis,martyred in Moluca. 

OfB.loha, martyred going by Sea to thi 
Te of Zelan. 

| Of B, Stephen , martyred by the Mal 
aries. 
_ OfB Alphonſus Beranze, the'firſt Apoſtl 
among the Saltaricates , who there baptizec 
4000.pcrſons. 

B.Francis of T orrio,io Fucatanes: 

B. Rodericus Beneuentco in the Province 
de Santo Euangeclioin Calixco,andthe Vallic 
of Vandera, 

B.Iohn Clauſe,in Pocye , martyred: going 
| to Xacatica: and achoufand others , Which 
' willingly leave our, and wittingly forgetrathe 
then by prolixity become tedious or trouble: 
lome voto you. 

Govſaguez, a moſt pions Generall of this 
holy Order, makes mention of many othe 
effects , which want of time and oportunitic 


by no meanes ſuffer F. lohn of V alecont: 
1 


Ne" mc km — II_ 


- |  — Lon ad ws. Ad 


mer 


1 ones | | - De - 
toreſt inthe (ad ſepulcher of darke oblivion, 


Who was ſent bythe Kivg' of Portugal, (and | 


demanded by rhe Kiog af Zelano} into the In. 
dies,the yeare 1540 Wherefor the converſion 


oftne King , he offered to caſt himlſelfe inra f 


flaming fire, or ioto adence of moſt horriþle: 
Serpents . His voyage was not in yaine, for 
he there converted the King faccefſourto the ; 
aforeſaid ; the Queene his Gife , the King of | 
Candice, and almoſt all the kingdome of Zes | 
lano. . 


exceed all narration,by reaſon of the ;rearneſle 


of his ardent zeale concerning the conuerfion | 


. 


ofthe Indies, whither he went the yeare r52.4. | 
and receiued from God two ſeuerall ceuelat.os 

of the Countrie of Chiva, many yeares 

before ever $. Francs Kanerim ynlertooke that. 
voyage: Hislife was asadmirable as his death 
miraculous; for his body was found whole 
and entire fullthirtie yeares afcer his deceaſe; | 
and very $hortly after they found nothipg atall' 


in his shrine or coffia, no, not ſa muchas his} 


duſt or ashes;& who knowes whitherAlmigh | 


tic God hath raiſed it againe, or tranſlated 
or reſerved it fora more glorious shrine. Hig 
worthie ats I will here recoiic ina few verſes 


I have expreſlely reſerued for this plaee | 
the merits of B Martin of Valentia,the Which |! 


af Ss Glow  _ «| 


} 


conformable to his name. 
| | 


Vicehat raprucs Chrifto confixus amanti. 
Vixa uw hoc Chriftus non erat hoc que 


d erat; 
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Whoſe fervent Feale could wot at all bes ide 


a al 


Sent Aremht to diſbpater their clawds this Sunne | 


41d there did ſet, yet fir did ware much 
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T'slrhius exverune 4710s wirtatibas orbes 

| Merttaquam feix vate valente wales) 

I” te pertraxit tor milia fotg, phalanyes, 

| Quormagnes acuum miliia, nulla valet, 

| "on vealidrus valor hic ! va let illa Valentia vald; 
Quam valutt PIO Indica regne Valcng, 


Grafied mn Chrif belies d and Chriſt in him 


| > Por he Was wot the Creature he did ſeem, 


| Hoyp prrſſenc wer ff thou Mexico 115 tha 

| ThypowrefullP rophet? How greet W 45 thy bleſs 
Emoying him ? W boſe worth wras ſuch, thathe, 
Defers'd a Monarch in this World to be 

If that a Load ſtone. th 2 y great ff Mountaine were, 
Ter could it nt attret ſuch ſtore ( if *rWerc 


| Im poſSrbilitie) of needles,as did be 


Millions of foules to Chriftianitie: 


0 more then human power Valencia thoy 


For chem 1 bath the Worlds art fainted now, 


Vpon the lame! 


Thi boly Father, for ba gifts dratne 
(Bleft Martin) in our Hemiſphere did chine 


F; glorious Ferre: til God , Who didbehald 


(In « mercie) th Indigs,W Yichin de rheneſſes howPd 
W -0 fir # 19 Mexico his courſe beganns, 
Thet th'Indian equaltF'd the Roman Church, 


_ By frozen Want , or rs ack * Qrtratae , | 


ET 
Of S, Clare. 43 


0 ryranuie could cloſe wp hu onellifluare lipps. 
Ner enzexpoſing Barbariſme eclipſe 


Yrs Faiths cleare beames, Thu glorious Palme the| 


lt Was ſuppreft ; the loftrer dtd fore: (more| 


Jr lihe 4 T orrent fropt , the SWifler ran 
| Till he arrined inthe Ocean 
)/ Gods large mercie , with the ſoules Which he 
Embarkhed had for Chrifttenitie 
yeelch yer Carracke nere to th*[ndies went 
Norgreater treaſure ſince fromthence was ſent 
or he enrito'd their Minds and Mines with Ore 
W hich were but leade and Copper both before: 


@ wouderfull prouidence of Almightie God!| 
atthis bright Sunne-beame Martin, should 


e ſent to illuminate a new world , Farre: 
reater then that which Martin Luther had 
{cauen yeares before, diſaſterouſly blinded by 


n obſcure cloud of darkſome Herebe, raiſed} 


a Germanie, For,inthe kingdome of Mexico 


lone, Were numbred ſo many Chriſtians, that| 


.c Chronologer Amandus Ziritikeus affir- 


ned, that Fere cur Eccle{/adLatina comparers po/- | 
et Eccleſia uils Jndice , Qne might then al- 


voſt compare the Indian Church with that of 
he Latina, This holy Father was of the Pro- 
vince of $, Gabrie],wWhere be knew by renela- 
tion that the Childre of that Proujiace Should 
profit mueh inthe conuerfion of the Indians; 


the which prophecie is now totally accom-| 


plished in thoſe our holy Martyrs : For whoſe] . 
lake we write this Hiſforie, Por tra out of 
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Chron. F \$. | Iofeph , from whence theſe our poore dif 
Ming.s called Martyrs tooke cheir journey rowardsth 
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che Province df $. Gabriel was founded thats 


Indies: where it ſcerties that by AlimigheeGod 
the Catholicke Charch, and the Chriſtia 
K a, were all Apoſtolically bent : and in thi 
exploite imirated that poteht Monarch A 
| Hlexan4er che Gfezrt, who ſtrippioy naked tho 
| choiſe fouldiers whom he had_exprefſely fc 
le Ked for the edtdqueRſt of the world aid, th 
by how much they Were poore atd faked ex 
rericuly ,by (@ thuch more Would they be ani 
mated to fight couragioully to obtaine d 
poiles of their enemies ,and lefle envied of the 
foes, This Was thereiſon that che poore ( 
tranficcry riches bue in Charity abounding 
Ocder of S: Francs Vas honbured With the br! 
| 0aſet ofthis penerous aſſaulr,to be vadertake 
apainſt ave World;the Indics : Having there 
fore,to this purpoſe croſſed rhe turbulent Sc 
with the firſt armies of the King of Portug 
aod Spaine';they did there moſt Apoſtolical 
Evargelize the holy Gofpell of Ie/#. Chriff, 
well in nature of Preachers, Paſtors, Bishops 
Archbishops,aodA poſtolicall Legats,asin qua 
licie of truſtie Embafſadours frow Kirgs an 
Emperours,yea,from the yery Infidells chew 
ſelues , and their whole kingdome , ' plantiv 
therein the triumphant rree ofthe holy Crofle 
{the Which Giace Hath ſb budded, and shotfort! 
ies ſacred branches { Watered With the bloud 
of their þodies and ſweate of their browes 
OS Te; { chat 


denn de th. 8 
kk. A 
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hat they haue there enprafted both Palmes! 
od Bayes, whereof to wreath 1lluſtrious 


W. aurcls,and glorious garlands for triumphant 
Martyrs: Which asthey all firſt budded and 
Worung from the precions bloud of our Saniour 
Cj 5 - Chrf 3 ſo the children of S. Franca from) 
he blond of their Seraphicall Father , in ſuch | 
aanner conioyned to that of Teſws Chr, that | 
although in Valerait be farre voequall)yerar 
caſt it deth ſo helpe forward the effeR, as that 
tanimates the Children thereof to the ſame 
renerous Encounter like as the warlike Eli- 
phant is as much encouraged at tHe fight of 
he blond ofa fmple and common fouldier, as 
pf a great and valiant Captaine, Would you | 
Mcucr beleive that the bloud of S. Frences his 
Wcizmars hach ſome participation with thar | 
ff leſawe-Chrif ? Howbert his bloud was $shed 
dy the rage of his enemies, but this of $. Frar-| 
# by the hand of Iejws- Chrit himfelfe. Yes 
ruely , our Lord opened his fide (like ro that | 
tAdam) to iografte a fertile generation of 
holy Martyrs, A little before the deaths © 
theſe holy Martyrs, an Image of S, Francs was 
ſcene by them in the Citic of Meaco, miracu- 
Wlouſly allruoning with bloud, Genifyiog their 
ruell and blouddy deaths, which should wa- 
Wecr the Countrie of Iaponia,in ſuch aboundant 
maner, as that the people ofallthoſe Iles were 
Win the end both wholly and tappily fortunate, 
W by the cotall conuerſion ofall thoſe who were 
s6moned,by the,into the Court of theChurch | 


| 


Aa@theors\ iaofthe Order of S, Francs ſee alfo the Hi- 
That ſtory of the conuerfron of the new Mexico! 
Eavere- | oſt ſpatious country containing many Pro- 
corded. | yinces and Territoryes foyode out & couerted 
We er | by the Freer Minors of S, Francs; this Hiſtory 
| motable [15 10 diuers laguages within rheſe 3.yeares toWit 
[at of Spanish,French, and Latine , ſee alſo Maria: 
| - eFF, nus his Franciſcus Rediniuvs or S, Francs Re: 

| nrhaje 


laterdges 
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of God. Thus farre out ofthe forefaid Author,| 
But of thoſe adtsiothe Indians or of Feboſe| 
oftheſe latter ages performed by the for your 
fuller content 1a all particulars,you may peruſe; 
Charles Rapineus his hiſtory of the Apoſtoli-| 
call afts atchicued by the FF. Minors in Eaſt| 
and Welt Indies compiled in 10, bookes. alſo] 
the Hiſtory ofthe 3, Protomartyts of lapo-| 


| 


vined: aifo D. Eſtius his Hiſtory of the Gor 

chom Martyrs, Thom. Buchier his Ecclefiaſtt- 
call hiſtory ofthe Freers Martyredin England, 

Scotlad,& Irelad,alſaa booke intituled L avet 
24 F idet accenſa per Frazres Minores 11 Palaienath 
| £7 alys Proam:ys Germen'e Wherih by thete- 

itimonics and letters of ::2 Emperour , Duke 
of Bauarix, Lords.and Mc iſtrats of divers ter: 
ritories Cities, ecWaes, and villages (before 
 theie lait warres ) is declared that the Freer 
Minors conuerted thoſe teritoryes , Cityes, 
Tewres and Villages and therfore reprehend 
ſome that would enter in to their harueſt , 

| repe glory Wiere they ncuer had ſowne, or 
this 1s partic ular to tis Order that aiWayes i 
| addied it it ſcite rather to ae and doe , ther 


i. 


"E 


Dn a 


— - - wo 


odepredicate their one - ations in writing, 
oWayes placing there glory in the mouths of 
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nen yea hijing oftentimes that Which 15 ne- 
eſſary, of which the Plalmiſt ſpeakes w en 


e ſay4-O Lord filence not wy prayſe tor| 


:at the mouth of the deceitfall is opened a- 
| 21a me. | 
W lcisnotmy purpoſe to declare that ater! 
\, Fraucze had vnderſtood by the revelations 
adeto $,Clereand B. Silacſter that bjs voca: 
io) Was not only to contemplate but by exaple | 
& doctrine to benefit his neighbour be forth- 
vith went to preach & parting his 8. relig10Us | 
which then he only had)in forme ofa crolle | 
eſentthem ouer the 4.quarters ofthe world | 
here they frotified ſo much as that when by 
he Saints defire they miraculouſly aſſembled 


Fhece you may gather how much the premC 
oneds$. proffited and how many Were extra- 
ted our of the diuelsiawes , fincethar ſo many | 
rere conuerted to this penitentiall and Apo- | 
olicall Order, TT | 
WW 1 theexpedition ofthis Chapter S$. Fran-! 
W- icfirous in a more particular manoer to re- 
ew the birth of all maokind,departed all the 
ariſtian and Pagan Cofirries,of the world to 
is brethren, ur hoſe merites, ſervices, and la- 
ours for the exaltation of gods Church, how 
any &how greatthey wereT remityou to the 
\ & renowned F.Fa.Luke wadiings Anniles. 
here not only thoſe, bat alſo infinite otherla- 
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0 the Chapter there were preſent $000.) 
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boors and deſerts of cheirs you may finde x 
| giſtred. In the expedition of the aforeſa) 
Chapter the Saracens fell to S, Fravcs, Withy 
he repaired With his cempanions and comin 
| thither he made the Great Soldan ofa Lya & 
woolfe(Who would haue given before to an 
that should bring a Chriſtians head a great ri 
compence) a meekelambe grauanting licence t 
him and his Companions to preach the Goſpel 
cbr.x.p.| 10 his Dominions,defiring the Sainttopray fo 

__ = | him, which hedid forasS, Antonine of Flo 
| rence reports he was baptized by his religio! 
afterthe Saintsdeparture, of who God havin 
ordained that he should not only be alight t 
| the Gentiles but allorenew his life and the me 
mory of his paſſion in the hearts of the faith 
fall, hereturned into Europe where in Ital 
vpon Mounre Aluerneon the feaſt of the Exal 
tation of the Croſſe, itpleaſed out B. Sauiot 
tomake him remarkable by the impreſſion 0 
hisfacre9woundes, winch withexceſfiue pain 
for 2 yeares till his death he bore viſiblyi 
his body, but omitting thole Megnelie Dei as nc 
ablenor Worchy to depredicate them. It $hal 
\uffice me,to exhibiteina trafirory view ſom 
generall notjons of this Order, ſelee4 outo 
the Chronographicall Table which Y:al:s 6 
AlgeFwa by the approbation of Malder 

Bishopof Antwerpe publiched 1616, 
| To this there are rekoned 27. Canonize 
| Saints whic!) 1s much both for the time of chi 
| Qrder, and alſo for the difficulty of Cannon 


— —— —— "— 


OT —_ _ - © 3%. SY fa, w_=_ _ —_— _ —_ Or .MOEF mmm :RRE” a ll le_”_OOORvqzcy[ſ[><:wrLL U[ LOuMMnpMF—aoOC OE ERR 
_ = - X . - <_— 5 _ ww - __ - A _ af * —_— 
ne nn a nes -- Yo SS IEEE ED ron neon gee ow . dale rare 4 bs OR. Roe Irvine - ——_— n _ 
De Boon rg tb = 4 — * - BH > - w_ oo ” *__ I GR Pn ” £4 - mn 
ee OO OO AO 4 6 ——— ', o 4 a. - del—_—_—_ -GA > m 2 4 qd -- : _” h 
< - En = — _ 4 — wy" > _ _ - < - ec PO a _ i a ot _ y - _ "_ . -- 
— £ - . _E ery <>. oe 74 - -__ . 90-6 nn < = * - . . _ . 
. w__ Moi nn ot tag earns Foes emer rack Rr »: - I er IO ©-4: OM ka —_ < ———_ n 
ee ; —_ ot eee hs ms W;.2 8 = : — 
aj oc = oy e: ——_— Y mou—_— o-aly I ——— 
4 _ ay war T _ 
n CRIT S 4 
. - _— * 
6 
- 
4 
% - 
NF 
A 
k : 
\ ; 2 : 
\ 
% 
| : v 
4 : 
s 
WONG ITS 
——_— i. At..Afo. 
ET. —— 
: 


— zatig! 


IS 

{3 

i / 

l _ x CE 
Fr ot -; c 


_——— 
- mas”. - ya —<S—__ 


zation Which not |6g before S.Frencs his time 
was vſed With ſuch ſreight and rigorous exa- 

zination: but before the Bishops , and Prelats, 
ofthe placesapprobatls of theirsiRity ſofficed, 


i 


' 


[- 
i 


If beatifietvo®@' & of Confeflours renowned 


or SanRtity/abd Miracles 1650. but whatdoth 


Repin, | 


e ſay 1650, finceaccording to the allegation | # «he 


f Rappenens. The Prince of the' Canoniſts 
WD. Nauarre, - and$. Vincent*the ornament of 


he Dominicans , «ffirme thet there neede yoo 
wakles to canome the pro feſſour; of the Rule of 
he Freer Minors, Who by the ſole ebreruance of 
heir Rule may With out feere(ſay they)be pob- 
hed for Saimtes , mw ſo wnch 44 « Pope did ſay 
Wo bc 41d earnoncQe theſe Which Were [amtes of thus 
Order, it Was behoofwll be :hould regiſter mthe | 
ole of $$. all thoſe Which remamed on che Obſer- 


enceof their profeſion andihatthe See h poftolique | 


wouldhaxe emploiment emougb therinon(y,and that 


| 


begimgp 
of ba 
Chrow. 


Note 


bete Would ner be ſufficient dayes inthe yearetogine| 


ery one bu due honour apa't. To Wit fo great 
WW: che perfeRion of this Enangelicall Rule di- 


tate to HS, Francs by Chrift le:#es M iter of | 


WoerfeAion,as it not only placeth his Obſerners 


aſluredly in heavg, but it alſo elevates them to 
Wa molt emynene degree of glory: as theteſtimo- 
Wy of our all-Immaculate Virgin our B. Lay 
to Robert Maidſton, Bizhop of Hereforde(re 

lated by W adding )confirmes: for as you may 
reade in thae Author when oir Lady had 
chewne him is a viſion all che manſions of 
gory correſpondent to euery ones Rate, aclaſt 
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Shes $hewed him the F. Minors 1mmediat| 
| yvaoler hir ſonne telling him 1445 Chreft low 
| chem morethen ans) viher , foribatithey had per 
| fe #1y 181rated bis tife Ani With all exhorte 
him for the greater fecurity of hys ſaluatien tt 
Wy |. * | makehimſelfe a member ofthas,Ocder,whic| 
f {he did afterwards relinquiching his Biſhop 
prike,asalſodid many other grand perſonage 
1a chat kingJomeas namely Cloptome Lor 
"8 | cheife Iaſtice of Bogland,the Lord Lile, tt 
Hf | \ [Lord Abot of Abingeon,the Abot of One, 
i }. .., lin a word,not ooly ſeculars but allo religio: 
on | Harfild. aamely Benediines , Auguſtines , yea an 
Wt q 77 vie | Carthuſians(as the Ecclefialticall hiſtory « 
ly { Lo, Pece, | England witnedech,) lowed vato it: ſo gre: 
lt | He, | was thscltimatio of this Order there , and { 
| | Freer: |perfeta conformitic it was judged to-hav 
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= BY. [with Chriſt and the Apoſtles life,the pater 
gland | and Rule of Jiſceroing the eminency in perk: 

| called Aion: as that F. Minors there Were ityled an 
Ji 1 the Or- ' calledfor many yeares by the name ofthe O 
f fi. | 4'r of [derof the Apoſtles. Of Martyrs he nombe 


| {e Ap#.' go, although indeed thty are innumerabl: 
| W «44. | Abot Ioachim with a Propheticall (pirit fore 
| **7.l )told many things of 5, Dominike and S,Frat 
{ Marrs cis avalla oftheir Orders:(peaking of the F 
| -1P%4 , Minors an] recountinga many Countriesth 
Wd: 'ehoauld paiſeinto at laft ſayeth thatagreat pa 
ampurm of them 5honld got to heaven by Martyrdom 
JL. 'injinjert:itica thing (n proper and frequet 
| 'to this Order as that wien S. Frevca (thoup 
ll. ' he p.iſe4 to the Saracens Country tothaten 
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if ; i. es, —_ ”—"_ i EY ——__—_— Py ——— MON EFRT TELE 


— _- TI S, w deemed. An. thts Ad. Mo 


| 


a! 
0 
f 


f 


Fi 


Wt: all che obſcruant Freer Minors in England: 
dmnes ad vnuw laith 4/auxe Copme and Suri) | 


Mc could not peaceably maintaine the ynio of 
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vþbeit God ordained for him a farre more. 
rious Martyrdome to Wit to beare the fa- 
dand delorous Wounds of /e/ws Chrift) whe; 
heard .the new es of ſome of his Brott ers, 
ionized to Moroco to have bene pur to! 


zth he ſayd he thanked God that now he| 


{5 true F, Minors, and it is a condition pro- 
ſed publikiy to thoſe that will profeſle this 
le , that it occaſio presEtis itſelfe, Whither 
y would be ready to vadergoe Mariyrdome 
no? to Which if they an(were affirmatively 
Soperior gives, him his /profeſſid. W hecent 
oWoder ifat the dreach with theApoſtolical 
e made by King Henry the 8, thatnotone, 


re'perfecuted ,and as D. Sanders relates were 
put out of their Mouaſteries before the 
{t perſecution was raiſed againſt avy other) 
ders 2: andat one time about 200* Were in 
)ondop priſons when as by alt humble ſuppli- 
tions, efficacious and conuincentarguments | 


zlaod with the Church of Rame', andre 
ine the King whom they ſo honoured,and| 
hom the King before his reuole /moned by | 
c exzmple of 11s Father Hearythe 7, whoj 
r his fiogular denotion tothe Order builded! 
1JcreRe&for them 6. Monaſteries) as that he 
eted themto be the ſpirituall direQors and! 
hoſtty Fathers both co himſelfe & hisQueene| 


Lirgaret of the 3. Order of S. Frencs from| 


| 
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whom he would have bene divorced : whic 
[del:gne, when bythe prementioned meanes th 
- Fceers could not hiader complying With the; 
Mi | {obligations towards Ged 1D fo necefſa'y 
{ Senders cauic,publickly intheir ſermons impugned it 
* 1,.de | alſo thoſe who for worldly ends adulato 
0 Slam. | riouſly ſmootheg vp the Kivg in his pret&ce 
'Angl, |for which caule Kiog Heory we 8 pat lo ma 
| The mol | Þy of them ro death, parily publ:ckly,parelyb 
| ,-uges | poiloning them and ſmothering them wit 
| of Em- |thelothlomefilth in the dungeons in as thi 
h giub |having conſidered welltheir candideand pu 
{Fi | martyr. oo0d intentions tcWards him and alſo tl 
a {| Henr.$. | grounded motives on Which they foundedth 
[i more |ſclues:iogeniouſly confelied at the houre « 
| jorresfor | Dis death that his proceedings towards th 
FF ba perſe | Franciſcass,moregremed bim then all that 
i |} cutzon | haddone againſt other Orders,as witneſlet 
itt | az} | Thomas Bouchier (ſometimes in great grac 
i | beEreer With Queene Elizabeth) in his Ecclefaaitica 
io | chenany | Aiftory of thoſe Martyrs paſſions. 
'{ others | Otthoſe whole worth and merites hatl 
| tho Bog- | aduanced to Eccleſiaſticall prelacy:6. Pope 
| hier, |12: Patriarkes , 59; Cardioals, 128. Arch 
| The Ec. bishops, 5 90. Bighops.Hieronjmus Roman 
deſiafti. |af1 rmes t? atthereare norg. bichoppriks ind 
cal Pre [thedominions of Spaine which hath not ha 


_—— 


| lars:hbe |a Freer for their Bishop. Yea as Jam credi 
ih | Order | bly informed by a man of qvality,one Couen 
im *! hls of- of Salamanca in Spaine Within theſe 3. year 
| | /or1eg | bath afforded 8.Freers whichIfay withia thel 
Fi the 3. yeares Were allaftua]ly Bishops. 
; i | Church | Ki TT T4 
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of Apoſtolicall Legars: and k ogs = 
(adours for to negotiate Eccieſialticall affaires 
for che Churci;es cotilernation and exalta- 
tio0,are aumbred 270. 

Of great perfoiages Which bave adoniel 
this Orier or rather hath beve adorned byi its 
eminency.as welto this purpoſe faith the moſt 
illaſtrious Cardinall Treio jn his Bpiſtle: | | 
prefixed to FS, Franexs his Works. W here hauiog 


—__ — Co 


G rea! 
perſons 
rather 

| #{lh fire 
ted by | 
this Or-. 


: 
| 


| | 


all... 


yttered many rareaud excellent thiogs oÞiS.| 7. 
Fr4cts.& his 3. Order:in the end keſayth:what deve 


| thanthey' 
need many Words? is not the gray or ashco- | 


| exoblert | 


lour habit of $, Francs truly purple wher- 


with either regall or Cardinall Excellecy may 
be adorned? that is truly purple which Coriſts 
bloude hath ſigned and the beleite of his paſs 


| with his oWne bloud lowing from his ſacred 
| wound hath ſcarleficd and died red * js the 
| humility of Chriſt ſeruitude?&c.offuch grand 
[perſons I ſay are counted 2.Emperours 4 , Eom1- 
preſſes , 20. Kings, amongſt whom was King: 
Tohn of Armenia \who was Soueraigne matſter 
to24. crowned Kings ynder him of whom the. 
reefs | 


q 


| Armente 1yonuders at their King of Royal feede 
| Caſting do\ynes ſcepter ani cladin $. Francs 
Weede. 
OfQueens 20, theſonnes and daughters of 
Kings 5, t.Archiduke, 7, Princes,20. Dukes, 
3 4 Marquiſles , of Counts 8. of Archidu- 
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| cheſſes x. of Pricceſles 7. of Duchelſes 46 


| 1nquiſt- ned 84.without counting thoſe whichare Or- 


I Fodtdre all English men,nawely Alexander Hales Ge- 
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_ Marquiſles, 26. Counteſfles, 32. Sonnes and. 
 davg'ters of ſuch Nobles 468. of Inquifitors 
which conſeiues Religion and reprefleth the 
|__| licentiousliberty of Hereticks broaching riew 
 [] paradoxicalland damnable opinions arc rexo- 


dinarily from the yeare 1258. at Spoleto, FuJ- 
| | ginia Reate, Florence, Venice, Razutio, Iftriz, | 
| { Boſnzard Da'watia. Of famous writers indi. 

| Gateiny vers ſciences, Which haue bene burning lamps 
Dedors, | of Wildome extending their luſtre over the 
| © {whole world, more then 880, amongſt whom 
| where the three fonJers of Schoole Divinity, 
The |. | and thatto the Singular glory uf our Nation 


of Schele ; PEral ofthe Realiſts ,and Maſter vnto S, Bons- 
drum) | wentureand $. Thomas f Aquine; both branches 
Enguth, ' of his schoole;2,Tohn Dunſcot Author of the 
| | Formaliſts ;z. William Ocham Prince of rc 
Nomizals\ſchoole, W hoſe merits and camme- 
| dationsaretobe prized according to the vn-: 
| ſpe: k:ble benefit of divinity brought ro that 
| Meittiode and perfeRtion by them,which all 
| Prelats &Paſlgurs yea the WholeChurch doe 
{ abonadancly experience. 4 

| Thegreatcompaſſeand extent ofthe Order 


/ 4 . = - 
nd | coprifeth L$c.Provinces.31.Vicaries ſchooles 
ti'q of '1nthe Indies toteaeh not boyes only bur alſo] 
ihe O S men and boyes » and that not Grammer for 
da (which therarePedagogs enovghenerywhere)} 
bur Chriitian Do&rine, in Waich they I mitate 
ER TT | Che 
/ 
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1n the time ot Calixt? the 3. Pope of that name 
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Chriſt and his Apoſtles who are never readeto 
1auc aug 1t boyes G:ammer: The diſciple is 
perfect if ng imutare his Maſter and according 
to 02r Malter Chriſt, teſus the diſciple is not a 

boue the Maſter, Of Convents th:gir are num 


bred 9336 ot Relizious ofthis order(omitting, | 


the Tertigries of $, Francs which are innume | 


rable) the laſt Generall chaprerat Rome Ann. 
1625. every Prouinciallgiaing vp the number 
of the Br. & Fat . Waich were intheir Prou.) 
there were niibred 28379z- Info much that 


L455. inthe raigne of Frederick= the 4. The 


| 


LE | 


| 


| 


) 
| 


ths. It —_—_— —— 
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| 


Generall obliged himſelfe eo give the 30000. | 
Freers ifthey would make holy warre 2gaiaſt ; 
the Infidels and Pagais maintaining the Quires | 
vi has many more &c, Exhurwe Ordinu Sodas| 
{1119 Faith RoJeriquez vir per celebres exorts ſunt, ' 
qr! CF fanctitate, £5 vita imiegruate cum dotirine. 
exc-ilens coruſearunt:uavt nulls vel frequentrer, 
vel amplior monaſ/ite profeſiio rpſis Minoribus 19 
Eccieſia babeatut, Seldome faith M. 4ntonius 
Coccews Sabellrw and I know not whether euer 
| ſpoke moretrue,no Orderor inſtitute of tu» 
maine pi2tic,cuer had ſo great a propagation as 


this onefamilywiich hatii 6lſed &FPoflefied we 


whole world:yca faith that great Glory of the 
lDominicans Granada T axtum abfut wi a Beato 
Franco mnflitures cords inovie cegente defecerit 
(Note the ſequel) v/ 0b hoc 1p/um ſupra omnes @- 
to: Ordr7; antes 4s dill tae fouern, 'S) ce, Hence 


fatum off vi vnices Beariſsioi Patris Frame: Or- 
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| vato the Patriarke Lacob for his gratefull ſim 


{ of thei.,wes ofthe infernall lang Dragt 


{ ſothatin his ſeed all tribes vpo the face of the 
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do plure s fortaſſe mier fe canchrg, quem reliqu 
omnes omnium altorams O radium contineet,\V 1 
may therfore provſlybelcevethat God aſmig ht 
Whoſe coanerſation is with thoſe that ar, 
imple, gauet the like benediQi6 cothePatriafky 


S, Frence for his doves innocency as he gau( 


plicity (Gen. 25.) Iacob wasa ſimple man an 
dwelt io the tabernacles to y/hom (Gen. 28, 
Godronferred this bleſſing ſaying 1haw halt b 
diletedand ſpread from Eaſt rowef?, from North 
'Sawth and all theTribes of the wk shallbe bjefſe 
\1m1hy ſeede and | will a wayes be with you Wher 
yner ow hell w 'alke. And indeed God coul; 
not but be with him that hath peopled heaue' 
K1t) Saints,not only by the multitude of the 
| Profeſſours of his Order , bat alſo of other 
| inall Parts of the world , 'by- the induſtrion 
labour of him & his childre plucked forth ou 


avd conſecrated and wholy dedicated to God 


Earth hath beoe bleſſed and made happy: and 
as it may be ſayi of $. Francs (whom ſome 
termeshe Second precurſor of Chriſts 2.co 
 mingto witthe day of Indgment) there wa: 
0197 Vent from Gad Whoſe name Was lobn (ſo $ 
| Francs his name inBaptiſme was Ioho ,thovg! 
| afrerwards changed not without miſterte) b) 
wi.o I meane ty 11mſelfe and his Order all 
| Natctones >hould4 belecue & be ranghe, ſo like- 
wie with ont offece may be ſayd of thee « Ordet 


RS | (ofbim 


Of $.- Clare. =. 
(ofhim who had as many conformieyes wick 
Chriſt,as Was poſſible for a creature with his | : 
Creator) that Which 1s ſayd of Chriſts Church 
for the manifold grace therin Quo/dem dedte | , ſal | 
Apoffolas quo/dam Prophetas, &c, to wit, there | nas | 
Freed a Queene arbus right hand in 4 veſtoment of | * ** || 
coid , compaſſed with variety (o that Ray beap- 4 
plied not vaſirly to this Order thac hee is ; 
Wcr4@ !eſwe the King of Kings his poore Dame | 
W:nd Eſpouſe, compalied W ith rhe variety of 
Martyrs, DoRors, Canfeflors, and Apoitoli- 
all men &c, as alſo bythe mnltiplicitgof fa- | 
ves, to Wit Conuentuales, Obſeruaatines, 
and Capucines, enweſffed with gold, that is with | 
rdene Charity, for the aboridance of which | F. M; » 
Wo wards God & their neighbour ſo eff:Rually | nors /y - 
Wicmoaoltrated, this Order by the Church isin- ledby 
reſted With thetitle of Serephicsll: and though | be 
all Orders have theirproper Ornaments and | Church 
mulciplication according to that (2 4.0f Vu.) | the Sera| 
Pulchra ſears 0m1n tabernacule 1ecob que fun | phicall 
W Dex quaſi Cadros prope aqua, for Godis the | Order, | 
Founder ofall religious Ocders 5p/e fundawir £5 | AU Or- 
multiplicewit eos, fc, Yetby the way of excel- | derihath 
lency faith Roderzquez.the Church fingeth of | cheer | 
no other Order,that which it ſingeth of S.Fr4- | prope 
Ws co wit Dems qui Ecileſram tam Beats Franciſco | Excel 
merits fartu noue prolus amplificas (Fc, For not | evcyre 
Woocly inche beginning it ſpread it ſelfe,& pro-| EX 37. 
Wuced worthy perſons and pillars of the | P/araw, oF 
MChurch,but as Hieronymus Plarwe the Teſvite | 1.2oc,30. | 
faith nor only rhet Age wheris ths Order ſprung = 
| Pp, 
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vp , Was nyonderfully exlightned and ho!pen by 
it, bivt ut hath ever ftreugthned and wpheid the 
Cherch of God theſe 376. yeares which it hath 
continued ſince the firſt beginnmg, & indeed if wee 
conſider impartially what this Order hath 


tiles , in the con(eruation of the holy Land & 
the ſepulcher of our B. Saviour, wherof they 
only are Guardians and keepers, With many 
| labours and the ſpilling of much bloud in the 
Turks Conntryes, as alſo the greatoppoſition 
they haue made againſt the Churehs enemies, 
not oof by writings but alſo with the lofle 


— 


| 


| of their lines,in France, the low Countryes, 


Germany, Englanl1, Scotland and Ireland &e. 
you Will affirme with Grauinus the Domini- 
can a DoRor in Diginitie that $: Frere his 
Order doth as much now flourish in her old 
ageasshee did in her youth and firſt feruour, & 


| hereby the Way, ca not but greatly admire the 


wiſdome of Gods prouidence that as Martin, 
and 


WV! | 
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done inthe Indies, inthe Converfion of Gen-| 
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. Wicy cearme it)peruerted and withdrew. Soj 
Wis Order alwayes cnlargeth ſtregtnerh &ſup- 
Wortech Gods Church by the Exaple of S. Fran 
W--cheir Generall, of whom the Ornament of| 
ardinales Baronius, Depoſeth inthis maner' 
God compationatipg the miſeries of this la-| 
nentable world ;and fully decreeing to repaire} 
\{Wod vphold his Church decliniog worſe and} 
|{Mrorſe,and cuen falling by the depraved Jiſci-| 
\Wline of maners, Framed in the fornace ofthe| 
oly Ghoſt, this Apoſtolicall ma Fricis,asa new | 
tarre co diffipate the darke cloudes offinne| 
nderror,) W hence Hen: ab Vrimaran Augu- 
ine Saith that S, Frencs had three beames by| 
hich heillamioated the whole world &c, &} 
hat of him is verified that which is written in 
(cc ics 43. Tripleceter fol exurens monies radios 
{W-ncos cxnflens £5 refulgens. For faith he,by the 
\{came of DoQrine, he diſpelled ignorance, by 
he beame of Example he banished negligence 
rom the Tepide and shouggish: and by the 

deame of Miracles, he yanquiſshed obſtinac 
v4 obduracy. W herfore fince this Order is fo, 
ertile aſoile & hath ſuch an excellfc ſeedma as ite. exit 
Was S, Frences with What temerity can any « £5, - 
ac cither direRly or 1indireRly villifye this 4 "—_ 
Rate, or detraft from the profeſſors thereof} _ _ 
ſpecialy ſince (as Nrcholas TIT. Pope | "Fl 


: | Ende. 

| $1072 of 

the Rulel 

83d Or- 
der, 
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i dation: of the mulirent Church Thet it x5 With God 
! Theim- \(howlocuerCarnalllibertines eſteeme therof) 
 !) preſvon | 4 pure ang Imatula: Religion, Which deſcending 
' of the fremthe Father of laght Beltweredverbaly and exam 
4 ſrigiati plary 10 the ApeFlies by the Sonne, and finally by 
:ss the |the holy Ghoſt m'piredand revealed ro S. Franc! 

e {ſeal of | 4249: follewer::bath the ief1monall of the Whol 
Gods af | [rity ,andibat it 15tha; With by the atteſfat10 0] 
probatid | Saul No man hereafter ought to molefi(to 'vithy 
of the walice or perſecutid) /ccrmgChrif by the Hligma! 
| Order, ; of b1; paſs » bath confirmea u,m making vis Inftt 
[tutor remarkable by the (igners his paſSiow The im 
preſſio of which ſtigmatrs called by Bellarmm 
fignum emnium maximum ac ſingulare £5 que 
prodigium oxmmuwm prodigiecram, The Church 
highly honours with an anniverſary ſo/emait) 
By this {Pious Reader} you may eaſily collec 
how great a Fauorite of God $S, Cares Inſtru- 
Cctor was, pointed yudoubredly out by $ Iobmin 
| his Apocalips (as moſt evidently dembnſtrats 
Vicounte Montague ef piovs memory 1n bil 
| Epiſtle prefixed to his Trevflation of je 
| | France: his life) whe he ſaid I /« ur aw orher A wot 
(to wit $. Frevncs-a0 Angelicall man forthee 
mivency of his vertueg) «ſcendurg from cherifin; 
of che jomne (to wit like an other morning 
ſonne continually waxing more reſplendent, 
| fillumioating by himſeglfeand his followers the 
{Wholc vniuerſe) having tbe ſegme or tmage of tht 
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6b 


Or —r—n—————_ enema te ——— mm | 
emoſtratesBare.Piſan.io a whole booke efthart | = 


rgumet) Wee mayallo ſee how due tos; Frau 
5 was ſayd1o the begi ig 1sthe nitie of Reparrer | 
f Gods Chrirch All winch regor. 9g. to xterna:ize 
od perpetuate the memory of the $.hath con- | 
rmed by a Funerall monumct oa $; Frencess his 
epuicher, Which I wil here ſubCcribe as a fioall | 
auie:if firſt I ſariſfic the 1nterrogatory Which! 
ome make to wit hew could >. Frau; and 
isOrder de {ugh greatpillars otGods Church, 
when they {eeme cobe ſimple and poore,ba- 
1g neither riches, wealth,nor power? Grauis? 
be Dominican 1/72. perte of his Yax Turtarls 
,44.a0iWereth wellthis queſtis whe be ſaith, 
hat among other Miracles God hath Wrought: 
hat is molt eminent ,that heſubducedrhe world | 
ndthe Wiſdome therof by a tew hmple meg, | 
lo by the. Freer Mmors, he confoundes. the va 
pity and pompe of che world Cenſader(ſaithtc| 
put of $, Paul) mor many peWerfull , or movie). 
ecording to the fle;h, but Goa choſe the weate s' :'2 | 
Werld ro confound the frrong : and tHe i2:40hie 


vd contemprible, and the things which arc ws j1 
to deFtroy the 191ngs whuh ave; for Which S, Pun: | 
cives this reaſon rherall fletw may not Giery,at 
tributiog to hamain forces. Which is to be 912 
to God. And indeed God 1s not change] 10 the | 
courſe by Which be now conuerted the Nezy |. 
world America then anciently he did the 
Olde, as well obſeructh Plia/«s x Candide Au. 
ther of the leſuits |, 2.c. zo. Who in the ſame 


worke,'ayes that the Franciſcas not only pro. 
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moted the finding out of it, but were the firſt] 
Conuerters of it, whom aiſo in the ſame| 
chapter he affirmes,to have bene the firſt of| 
| the Eaſt Indies alſo. To fſpeake much 10 a few 
Words ,faies Goofſaga Bishop of Mantuawhat 
ſoexer labours 14 the Eft Indies for 4 0. continual 
yeares enher in Curing the infirme or 1n conwertmg 
the [nfidels ,or 1m tnſtruding the Cathecamfs , or| 
 (fnatiny we recancilieds!, ernher i the admy-| 
nitration of the Sacraments or 'in the exerciſe of 
{other Charitable works thet ll lay wpon [the] 
| <howldters of the Franuſtans ( Hift. Seraph.p, 4.)lo| 
that the iyce was broken by them a:midiam| 
# fattiqaibexecepit, haber, Which alſo is farther| 
| confirmed out of Turſelinethe leſuite/, 2. vite| 
| T wrſe- |S. Xawer. Nulli quippe im 1016 India runc ere} 
| /encin $ | E1gr0fs preter cos quos dixs Franciſcanos qus Chi. 
| Xuer, |/f14r4 re nauabant opeream, And by the way to 
| 'tfe 1.z, | omit how theſe Ieſuitesare to be accorded,for 
| Platus lets into the Eaſt Indies the Domini- 
| canis ,and Auguſtines beforetheleſuires, which 
| | Tarſeline denies,ſaying that there were nogein 
all the Indies but Franciſcas before $, Xewerim 
"his Arriuall , to omic this 1 ſay you muſt note 
by the Way tha! when Ieſuites writes vnder S, 
Yewter his picture as any other Where 299 
Latgng Tndiaram £8c. or Effgres B. Xawery qui 
| prim us & Soctetate fider tn 1nidiars inuexit. Y ou 
| muſt know they doe not waderſtand, that he 
i was the firſt Conuercer of them,or that he was 
firſt abſoluteiy of all Orders that carried the 


| liphtofthe Goſpel into thoſe partes , no but 
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1at among many of the Society, that have ]a- 
oured there, he was the firſt Teſuite, andther. 
re With relation to themſelues he may be 
yd che firit, which is ſpoken leaſt any s$hould 
1ke that they (Who dire all a4 Marorem 
ei Gloriarm |} may not be thought to arrogate 
aiſly, or zquiuocally that which «> Domme|* 
thers may glorie for,ſeeingtherfore zo» eff f. 

ende vs according to $, Auſtine in werbz,wu6s; 
nat de intentione;and it is manifeſt according 
d the reſſimonies of Platus and Turſeline 
oth ofthe Society of the moſt holy name of 
eſwc:that the Friciſcans wereGods firſt infiru- | 
nents inthe converſion ofthe Indians, none 
vehe to taſke them of avy iniury,they neither | 
tended or have done , in ſuch or the like, 
Tritings . God therfore vachangeablein the 


ourſe forthe cG1erting the new & o1d world! 
s he choſe the Apoſtles poore and ſimple; 


en, for the firſt converſion of the old world, ! 
> far the firſt ſubduvirotlenew worldtothe| 
oke of Chriſt heelefted the P, Minors men] 
f an incocent Gmplicity and deſtitute of all; 
vane poWer, Confiteor ttbs Pater Domene @-) 
(9 terre , quiazbſcontifts bac a ſepientibrus E9 | 
wdertber(optnione proprin)f9 rewvelaſiten par-) 
»/w(rebosrcporalibusvel ſenſu malitix;) The! 
cond reaſon wi'ythe Freers ſtate isſo pro | 
er to fruifie, is drawne out of S. Chriſo- 
ome and it refl-Rteth vpon the men that are! 
obe holpen who are mare moued by exiple| 
flife then words alone . And here we ſpeake! 


_ 
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| notofwhat may be, but what is more e forcib 
| to periVade and Winne peoples hearts. Fq 
who can make any doubt, bu that peopl, 
Will caſter beleence that man ſets ail human 
things at naught ,if they ſee him indeed con 
temne them , then if oytwardly they ſee n 
fuch thivg by him , though inWardly in hi 
| minde he be fo diſpoſed, Wiich men can not 
| know becauſe they can not due into the ( 
 crets of our hearts ? but let vs keare what th 
Goldenſpoken Father $, Chriſoſtome ſpeaks 
to ehis purpoſe Hom, 46. 8 Manth, Ifrurelyt 
men,(-1th he were abje to convertthe Whol: 
worl4,chink Wh yourſe'ucs, hew great ol 
Wick:d- e:is, Who cannot teforme our ont 
 ſubretts, beiog ſo manic ofvs , that we might 
l:Miſc for ten orclenenthouſand worlds. Y at 
WI: ſay,che Apoſtles wrought miracles, Buti 
was not thefr miracles, Which made them (© 
much admired, For many fioners did caſt out 
Dinels :vd wronght noſuch effe&s, but wer, 
pur is! ;ed, Whatw- zitthen w!:ich maderhen 
'(o reat?the contempt of money, the deſpiſing 
of 20nour, the abſtaining from all Cabneffe 0 
this life ; if chey had not had theſe thing), 
| though they had raiſed the dead , -they would 
' not only not have holven avy bodie , but bene 
eſteemed ſeducers. Thus farre S.Toiin Chry: 
'{ſoftome maſt properly to the commendatio 
of theF, Minors, who as they are moſt eminent 
in the yow of Obedience as promiſing parti: 
cularly fo Obry.thePope,and their ſuperioru 
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particular as all other Orders doe, but maktug 
a perfe& renunciation in common alſo, con 


' 
j 
; 


| 


tenting them ſelues with the bare yſe of things: 


with out apy propriety. And this to the end| 


that being wholy abſtrated from *errene af | 


faires they the more ſtrialy be voited with 
God and have their canuerſation in heauen, as 
Jalſo for theloue of their neighbour, abando- 


ning all dominion thatthey may haue no ian- 
giings or laW ſuiteswith them,remouirgall oc 
cahons Which may effe& any breach of 


charity, With grofide being laidin them(ſelues.} 


Tell me I pray canany man better exhortean| 


other tothe love of God, then they that have | 


given ſo euident reſtimony therof by relio. | 
quishing all for hisſake? can ary one better | 


incite one to the obeiflance of the ſupreme | 


Paſtor and other Prelats, then a F. Minor 
who without Preſident before them hath par- 


ticularly obliged himſelferhereiitoby a fourth 


row ? Canany moteforceably perſuade one| 


to imitate the pouerty of Chriſt(who faith 
thovgh, the birds have their neſts and foxes 
their dennes yet the ſonne of manthath nor 
wherwith all to shelter himſelfe)) then a F. 
Minor who appropriates neither houſes or any 


thing atall, much lefle ſcekes after wealthand| 


of S. Claye. £11 

linal things whieh are not ſinnefull & againſt 
their Rule;ſo doe they (urpaſſe inpouerty,not 
[only relinquishiog dominion and propriety in | 


riches, who is this?tellme who is this? and: 
wee will extolle him to > the heauens for he 


Lo, IR 
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hath done wonders in his life. And this ad. 
mirable contempt of riches ſeemed fo ſtange 
to the Indians,as itwas a fingular motiue of 


| In the F | their conuerſi on as hath bene ſaid inthe afore- 


4111975.” \voing chapter. Who is he that can better ins 
cite one to the auſterites and mortifications of| 
| the body,that according to $. Paul the life of 
| Chriſt may be manifeſted in vs:then the F. Mi. 
nors that are cladde in ſakloth or poore con- 
temptible habits, naked in there feet,hard in 
| [their lodging, in their diet auſter, ofcen faſting 
and praying oight and day? Who can better 
propoſe vato their Auditorie,tie Humility of 
Chriſt Teſws then F. Minors, which in anemi- 
nent degree voluntarly miſprize,aad humble] 
#7. |themſelues, whence Innocent the 4, writing| 
[24.- [tothe Bulgarian king telles him thac before| 
\all other he hath made Choyſe of F. Minors| 
for that he iudged,they would be more beneh-| 
ciall to him, in regard they were follower| 
and imitators of Chriſts humility, In a 
{word who can more effcQtually preach avy| 
| cuanpelicall Precept or Counſel either for the| 
{ purchaſe of virtue or extirpation of vice then] 
whole profeſſion and life is to obſerue theGol | 
pel? bue ſuch aretheF. Minors Regule C5 wits] 
| Minor Fratris hec eſt ſcil, Domini noftrileſn Chriſt 
| Euangelium 0bſ/eruare, ex (4Þ,1, Regule £9 wit 
molecing therforeaccording to their,parteroe| 
and maiter Chrft Ic/#ws, Who as wholy writte 
| recordes, begane to doejand teach; they firſt 
| practiſe in themſelfes and then preach , que 
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iovleſſe they wil begreat inthe kingdome of 
eauen ur facit £5 docer hic Magnme wocatitur in 
egno calorum for the harueſt of many ſoules 


ey Shall reape by that manner of preaching, 


; he that will be greateſt amogſ Chriſt Diſei-/ 


les|et him be Minor minor I ſay inalltem- 
orallſubftance and eſt1mation of himſelfe, ſo 
hat they prefix no terme or limite ofſuch an 
able deicer but that they be always Minor:to| 
ir ,intheirowne eſtimatis is he at litleas that: 

lles bimſelfe Verms &5 non homo £5 abiedto! 
ebis a W or me and noman and the contempt | 


fthe people? Minorleſler yer is heas litle as | 


ethatfor Gods ſake renounceth all propriety 
particular,though notin Common. Minor 


dſomnmfimtum With out limitein anhumble| 


ſcent aut enim /c humiliat exaltabitur he that 


W>c1horizes himſelfe shal highly be preferred: | 


is is the path their example and Maſter 
if] Jeſus trode of Whom ſaint Paul quz eff 
1 #{cendit niſs £5 qui deſcendit who is he that aſ. 
ods, to Wit above all the heauens to glory 
t hethat deſceded is minoriſed and made in- 
rior as it were cothe Angels, which being 


) Dommnicaes Graums(Patrone of Religious and 


aragon Defender of the faith of this age) in 


is booke called Vox tIurtars worthyly ſaith | 


atthe F. Minors profeſfion, is «/tiſi1ma , celos 
anſit, par Angelss oft , Angelice ſimilis puritati 
ad then 1n 392. page hauen recounted as a 
ing worthy of admiration that the Turkes in 
aleftine doth nourich aud maintaine divers 
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} Convepts of this Order , to wit in Mounte 


Sioa , ITeruſalem at the holy ſepulcher , in 
BechlE,in the Valley of Joſaphar at Nazareth, 


| Mounte Oliver, Bethania and at Tordaine, in 
{ fine be attributes this ſingular prerogative yo: 
| tothem forthe perfc& imitation and confor: 


mity they hauc with Chriſts life tet vs heart 
him ſpeake himfelfe , ffily and congruentl 
| (faith he) for the holy lande jour Lord hath eledte 
the Seraphicail Freers ſerngiharihebs/y land ws thi 
houſe cf God and Porte of heanen , iherjore 11 
| heh f-Uit Should have ſuch Miniſters or ſeruant 
Which 13 1ame ans deed doe imitate the Caleftu 

ardent Seraphms , the cuftedy of che cribbe When 
| Chnft W 4s poorely borne 8 due and aggreabie ti 
| thoſe Who profeiſe powerty mm the hicheſt degree 
The pe{jefS10m of the [epulcher With other plat 
| Where hz Wonders of t hrift Works are recorded Wi 
co be depuied to the Order of h:mt im Whole fie 
Were imprinted the Srig mats of Chriff cruafed, 

Mownte Oltuet and the Valley of Iofaphat houſt 
| Were to be aligned 10 them Where h: hall hae m 

YEAAIHES tre poore 10 twage the tWelue Tribs of L{ratl 
ſemy aljo we reade 1bat the poore Shailtudee, T hi 
he'& leaſt peraducture you may thinke he do 
exeede Where he makes them pattakers of tt! 
tudicatory poWer for their preſent wyolunta! 
pouerty : hane though ! good ro confirnt 
the ſame prerogative by the authority of mas) 
Fathers Sat Gregorie Nu314nzen iohis 0 
rationapainſt Julian the Apoſtat, among othe 
praiſes ofa Monaſtical life , reckoneth allo 
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ef char they are to fitrypon T hrones toiudge. S. 
I Hierowe nn a certaine Epiitie of his ſayth: Iris 
| proper to the Apoltles and Chriſtians eo offer | 
chem ſelues to God, and caſting the wites of 
| their. pouertie with the widdow into the 
| T reaſurie of the Church, to deliver all che 
ſubſtance which they had to our Lord; and ſo 
| deſerue eo heare: Tow $heil for wpon thrones 1ud- 
leg ce twelue Tribes of * racl. $. Awgrnſtin(an 
\epproued and ſure Ar our) ſayth the ſame: 
(They that haue not followed (ſayth he) thar 
great and. perfe&t Counſel of Perfettion, 0; 
Selling all, and yer keeping themſclues free | 
from damnable crimes, haue fed vur Haniour | 
in thoſe that are huozrie, shal not fir on-high 
toiudge With Chriſt, Neithet muſt we thipke 
that heauvenlic Beneh and Court shal have bur 
twelve ludges to fie, but by rhe avmber of 
nyelve, the whole -eneralitic is exprefſed)'for | 
| whoſocuer ſajtS.Gr.ſpurred on With the loue | 
of God ,Shaljleane his pofleſf6s, 61)al doubles 
obraioea high (cate of ludicature, comivtg 35 a 
Tadge together with the ludge, becauſe in 
| confideration ofthae tIndgement he punizhed 
 him(elfe here by yoliitariePouertie. Venerable 
Bede (an approued & learnedAvthor)}:is not to. 
| be omirred, He diſeourfing of th:s promiſe of 


_\ 
ic 


| 


@ ten ſpoken, ſayth 'in this manner: A iuſt re- 


ward, ehat they, Who for Chriſt contemaned 
here theglorie 7 humane preferment, Should | 
= be etorifyed by Chriſt, fit as Toges | In 1 ſpe- | 
| | p 3 C1 al 
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onr Sauiour ia S, Matthew, of Whieh he had | 


a 
"__ 


rn —— 


0 


| Lord [eſu, of thoſerhat haue forſskeo al, and 
[followed thee Doubrles a moſt blefled Pover | 


i 


[tiuc of perfeR ſecuritie! S. (Berner, /er,quiba- 


hav which makes men ſo ſecure, yea ſoglo | 
trions in thatſo hideovsa diflolution of the ele 
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cial commiffion with him, And lct no man 
|thinke,chat onlytt.ciwelue Apoſtle shal then 
be ludges, becauſe, aficr the falof Iudas.S, 
; Merthias was Choſen in his roome: as fhere be 
not only twelve Tribes to be iudged: for els 
rok Tribe of Lew, which is the thirteenth, 
' Should ſcape voiudg:d; and S; Parl, Whois 
che thirceenth Apoltle, should be deprived of 
his place of Ludicature; whereas he ſayth? Doe 
You not 4n:W that We hal tudge the angels? For 
we muſt know thatal they that according to 
theexample of the Apoſtles, have leftal they 
| had, and followed Chriſt, shal come with him 
as Indges, asal man-kind is ro be judged. For 
becauſe by the number of Twelue ia holic 
Scripture the veneralitie 1s often fignifyed,! 
| therefore by the twwelue Seates ofthe Apoſtles 
the generalitie of all them that shaliudge and 
| by the twelue Tribes of Iſrael che generalitie 
of them that thalbe iudged, is exprefled vnto | 
vs.)O favour of familiaritie! O heizh of ho- 
aour! Opriuiledge of Confidence! O preroga- 


— 


buzs) Happie is the voluntarie Povertie, my | 


ments, ſo feareful atrial ofdeſerrs, ſo doubtful} 
an expeRation ofinJgemer.)W hich priviledge 
as you may read inthe Cronikles of the Freer 
Minors by God Was grauntedto Ss, Francs and 
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Pardon me {Gentle reader) iffhave curt1: | | 
lizedthe Maieſty of this Order and exhibited | | 
tia ſo tranſitory a view , for it Was never my ; 
ntent to vndertake in a few pages to declare | 
that Which many Authors 1n divers volumes | | 
though departing there labours (ſomefor ce | 
hiſtory of the ſaints others for famous afts 
others for the deſeriptios of Prouinces others 
for famous Writers &c.) yet were neuer able | 
to atcheive or compaſleit, To ſome perad- 
venture I may ſeeme to tedious, but let them 
koow I wasenforcedto it partly by the vniuſt 
calumniations of ſome who thinkes that this { 
and other Orders are /n»11/:a terre pondera C5, 
'for other Orders they I doubrnotbut when | 
ecaſion ſerve Wil both celebrate and deferde; 
themſelues hauing men of rare talents) for my; 
part incited by the example of the Plalmiſte | 
oſucha caſe who ſaies Dems /avdew meam ne| 
4:werrs: quia 05 peccetorss £9 os deloſy ſuper me | | 
pertum eft , though Iclaimenot the preroga-| | 
Wine of the beſt abilities yer I have'eadeauo-| — 

| 


red ro.put the brightſome light of the F. Mi-: 
{ors from vyoder the bushel of the malignant} 
ongues and pennes Who labours to obſcure. a” 
hem, and I have deſired toplace it onethe 
andleſtick that all may ina manner ſee their | | 
200d works ,and glorific the Father in heanen | 
which 1 hane performed out of approued } 
ood authors without diſparaging any other | 
Order who haue euery one their proper ex- 
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cellency, but only chewing without compz 
riſon that they have Pon atfribuces as may 


| 


jranke them amongſt thoſe Orders which are 


eſteemed moſtperfet and beneficial! without 
tenying every onein his kinde to be moſt per: 
fet:partly alloand principally that it may ap. 
peare that S.C/a7e (whoſe hiſtory wee no1y pus 


[blish ro the view of the World) recciued hi 


Rule from ſo highly digm fied aPatriarke why 
Jeferued!y is ſtyled the Repairer of God 
Church as. is pemomſtrated before and nowi 
farther confirmed' by the funerali monument 
Gregory rhe 9. put. ypon theS. Shrine Which 
[ have put fora final onclufion of this chap. 
cer 
Epitaphium ſepalchri BP, Framciſci, 

Ye V3. Go A. 


Franciſci Romani 
Celſa humilirare conſpicui 
Chriſtiani orbis fulciamenri 
 Ecclefiz reparatoris 
Corpori nec vinentt nec Mortuo 
Chtiſti Crucifixi plagargm _ 
Clauorumq. infignibus admirande 


| | Papa Nouz ferurz collacrymans 


Lextificans & exultans 
Inſſu, mana, munificentia poſuit 
Anno Domini M, CC, XXxVIII. 
ls XVI. Kalendas Angufti. 
Ante Obirum Morruas, poſt ebicum viuus, 


Quatuor littrre capitalss ta explicantur wiri Sem 
phics, Catholics, Apoſtolics Romentvere dicitaer Fre 
CISCUS . ſummem erga Romanam Lec! e{14 Juhi 
Aionem conflantemque er98 Romana fidens effet 
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CHAP- LIE: 
V z great God who doth tryumph, 
over Whatſocuer doth oppoſe his, 
power, and is author of Trepbiesagd 
vitories10 heauen, inearth, and in hell: hath 
in a{l times in his C'onqueſtsmadeivie of weake 


world; the divine Apoſtle, DoQor of the Gf» 
1/er'and diſciple 'of heauen aftanished at ſo 
[great amiracle, cryed out, The wiſdome of 


ths World is Folly before God , he hath 


[choſen the foohish to confound the wile, 
las if he would ſay, the omnipotent{whole 
wdgetnents are inſerutable ) hath choſen, 
worldiy ignorace,& folly to cofeund the Wiſe 
and bath prepared to battle with ehe weakeſt 
| forces, to ſurmoiit and onercome the ſtrong & 
mighty: this was manifeſt in the holy Apo- 
| (iles, fince Teſws Chrif our Redecmerfor to ſur- 
mount the furious and rauening wolaes ſenr 


11dgment is moſt prepoſterous to ſend Sheep in! 


(ell of our great Captaine, and cheife gene- 
rall that tre conqueſt and vi 
_ eg, - 


meeke and humblesheepe , which cohamaine} 


ooh f 
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| 


Sculdiers, and hath pleaſed ro 'makechoile of | 
weake things, co confound the mighty of this} . 


"Ys 


tothe middeſt of wolues Ecce ego mitrovos, f- | 
| (14? 0465 Inn 2red1o Luporum, bur this is the coun-| 


. #F 
toric may be at-} 
eributed/ 


| 


# 


| 
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1Poore fisher mea, ignorant, wolearned, not 
. {grounded in ſcience and woridly wiſdome, 


| ynder the yoke of Chriſt the meſt Barbarian 


{earth: maintaining Gods cauſe with moſt for- 
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and icis my pleaſure that your weaknes shoull 
be the 1uſtrument of my glorie* truly this is the 
ftrorgeſt and moſt prodigious miracle , for 


preaching in ſimplicity without loftie ſobti. 
litie or artificial Rethorick , to connert the 
wiſeſt and ſubuleſt Philoſophers, avd to briny 


and crocll nations,ſubiugating yaderthe divine 
law the greateit Tirants and Potentats of the 


cible arguments, manfully denouncing and 
proclaiming the truth ro the Princes of the 
earth , Wi;o captiaated by their Preachiog ab- 
ured their falſe ſuperſtition wherio ſo m-r) 
yeares they had bene bredde,embracing the 
newand ynknownedodrineof theſe Apoſto 
licall Preachers the Dinell being compelled to 
yeeld he Geld totheſe invincible Champiow, 
no longer able toſubſiſt in the preſence of {o 
greatalight, teoke his flight in to rhe caues 
of horror and darknes. 

_ The ſame Allmighty power and wiſdowe 
of Ged is manifeſtly declared and molt liuel 
(etforth in S.Fr7azcxs, who was humble, tel 
piſed ofthe world , Without learning acquired 
humane, or diniae, his humility wasſo great 
as ke reputed himfelfethe greateſt fioner in che 
world , trembling before the face of God, pal 
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Jeration of che enſuing words : Lord What art ' 


Wſclfe incompariſon of God there was not any | 
Mthiog chat appeared ſo vile and contemptible| 
Wio his fight as himſelfe; for whieh eauſe God | 


choſe him to vphold the frame of the militant } 
Chureh which was thaken and ready to fall; | 


il fo as he repaired many breaches, cauſed by the ; 
 batterie and artillerie of the enemies (wher- | 
\Mby many ſoules paſſed to the feruice of Satan) | 
MM rcpairing and fortifying them gpith the bull- | 
M works and trenches of SanRitie, Humility, ( 
Obedience, Chaſtity, Pouerty, and Contempe | 
ofthe world, | 


a 
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thou , and What am 1, thus anoihilating him- | 


But more ſingularly hath our Lord made | 
manifeſt the greatnes ofhis power whea this | 
Wy ccncrouns Capraine ofthe Chriſtian warfare, | 
i 2ot one] y leuied Souldicrs ef his owne com: | 
{Wpry , butſounding cuery wherethe Allarum | 
{20d trumpet, for toenrolie vader the ſervice | 
of Ie/ws Chriſt the weake Feminine ſex, (by | 
Wl cature timerous,and fearfull,) who now with | 
MM: manly , and generous courage,doe proelaime| 

moſt bloudieand implacable warre againſt the * 
MM powers of darknes, and the infernall Dra- | 
| Fa ,andall his Cemplicey; affranchiſiogther | 
'Wiclues from bis ſervitude, inſulting over him, | 
i 7 a gle r:0us viftorie,trapling him ynder foot | 
i dcſpicing all riches and yoluptuous pleaſures, | 
ef fo <mbrace profound humility , tri Poverty, | 
"WW auſteritic of lite the abnegation ofthe will,and | 
alife wholy Euangelicall, | 
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Fg od, For the plorious Paranymph S. Francis the 
| yeare X22, by commandemee of the Crucifix| 
army dl at S. Damians jnſtiruted an Orderfor Woemeq| 
| * O90 0 | io all points like to the Freer Minors, the came] 
| f S\C1. '1n ſubſtance, words, and ſentences, except 


3 


LI add, tion of S. Demians Church, Aſt for the lowe| 


2971.12. | 


OS (81/88 —— = rr on Pf ads. 


' {{ome few points incompatible with cheir ſex, 
the which ſix yeares before, replenished with 
| a prophecical! ſpirit he fortold wheo with fer: 


"FR {uvrand diligence, he laboured in the repara | | 


of Godin thus bygide ng (layd the Saint to all paſ | 
«ak ſeagers and bEholders) For this Church rhalbe a] 


Tdem as MonaFterie of poore Dames by Whoſe life and re 


[£c2.6, noWwne rhe beauenly Father chatbe glorifyed out] 
$3:I'F | lithe world, Behold the words of S. Clare in| 
| |herteſtamenr, with great 103 and Ulamimnation ef| 
{the holy Ghifhe Prophecyed of vs, (towitkS, Pran | 
{ cs) that Which our Lord. Hath ſince fulfilled, fo for, 
The |/tending on the Walls of the ſayd Church he called 
Words | with atoudrorcern the french tongue on ſome poore| 
of ſarnte | falks therby dyyelling ſ<ymg come help me im thu] 
$41 Church of S, Damian: for there 5hall come Woemen| 
hert eta | by whoſe life and holy conmerſation our beawen(y| 
ment. | fa. ber 4ball be honouredin his wheli Church, Wien 
we may marke the great bounty of God toward; wi 
who owt of his ahowndent mercy and charity did] 
{ vourkſafe to Prepheſte theſe rbings, By bis ſernas' 
of our vocation and cledinn and not only of vs did 
our hely Father fortiell theſe rhings but alſo of hiſt 
who hereaf.er Shall be partakers of the UVocation 
which our Lord beth caited vs unio, 
Now me firlt of eas $ generous enter: 
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priſe, WaS Clareatr honorable Damolcll ofthe } 
the Cytie of Aſſ$:4m nobie by raceand extra- 
tion, but more illuſtrions and renowned for 

her virtnes, and heroyicall as: tlie eldeſt 
Jaughter of S, Francs, Mother of the Reli- | 


cious ealled Poote Clarcs or Dames of Sat | 


0amian,the bright mirrour of purity,and ſan» | © 


ay, the magazin,or ſtorchouſe of all yiriue, 
and perfe&tion, ſeruiny for an exawpletopo-| 
ſterity, beating the way tor many noble ſoules, | 


Which by heaucnsdecree, Were t@ beenroled | 


rnder her lawesaod diſcipline , conſecratiog 
their virginity to the heauenly ſpouſe, The | 
Rule which tiic Seraphicall father S, Francs i 
eaue venro her was-approoved by the ſouve- | 


raine Rishops Innocent che third and Alexan- | 


der the fourth. PE CC þ 


The infitution of the third Order | 


Of Saint Francis called the | 
Order of ptnnance. - 


CHAP, IV. 


* H = glorious and Seraphicall Father | 
S, Francs, having inſtitated his fiiſt Or- | 

___ derofthe Freer M:nors, and ſoone aftey | 
the ſecond called the Order of S.Clare, was | 
much perplexed inmind:w'erforeoften im.| 
carting this buſines with his moſt familiar] 
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Brethren: be ſayd ynto them, my y deereſt Bre. 
thren, I %c/eect you 2r grune me your aduiſe, Which 
Were moſl conuentent io Goas honour, of the ſerws 
{ exercices, Whether 1 1 bould Wholy appiy my {elfe tl 
prayer, and contemplation, or by preaching t0 teach 
the egnerant ihe Way of ſaluattcn , 1 praver Wet! 
ſpeakers God, wer heare hum ſpeakung #0 vs , and 
leading as angeltcall life , Wee conuers more 
heawen With ihe Ingells then wh men wpon earth, 
| Where cn the contrary 1m preaching Wee muſt _ 
werjc With woridimps', luuing amongft them #9 con- 
wert them and deounte the truth vnto them , hea. 
| romgfrom them, many vaineand wnprofi table thing 
newenhelcs 1 beheld kw our Lordand Redeemer 
Chriſt Ieſus who is the /cunerame goodnes the 
kule and medelle of diuine W1/dome) tath teught 
and denruncedthe dine doctrine, wherby he hath 
| ſaved Souls Redcermed by bus prerioges blowd, for 
theſe conſrderat;ons 1 require your aAurje and coun 
| {ell,becarſe our Lora hath neuer vouchſ afed to re- 
weale the jame vntome, netWithſlanding 1 haut 
4a) ſought t off htm wi much inftancze, the Re: 
1gious replyed ti.cy Were not capable to 
| counſei] him in this important affire ; the 
| humble Franc:: with an inflamed Zealc of the 
dinineſeruice willed Brother Mace to be cal- 
led and fayd vnto him. Goe mx 10mpanie of Bros 
ther Ph.uirp ro our Sifter Clare and biad her from mt, 
| ,0p7c/67:1 per prayers ware God W!th ailher Siffer 
| eſe er: ing him 60 intimate wnt0 me his Diu 
leaſure herew , and from thente goe wnto the mou! 


| Sabaſio 20 ferlg o out Brethor S 7 S luſter (| whom th 
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holy Ghoſt hath made worth yefihe dinine commus- | 
nication tell hins the (ame from me: | 


7g 


Brother Moece having executed his commilbs, | 
at his returne F. Frencrs receiued him with} 
W great Charity washigg hisfeer and preparicg. [-- 
Wimtocat,then he leade himtoa DOuntalge, | 

faliivg On his knees: his bead vacouered and | 


his arme< extended in forme ofa Croſſe, ex-j | 


pecting the, precept of his God and Creator,} | 
ſayd voto Brother Mace what rs the wild and| 
Mea/wre of my Lord Ieſus Chrift, Brother Mace re- | 
plyed, brother S:lwefler falling to prayer recei- | 
ved a reuelation from heauen, ;h4t vodhad no; | S.Fraw- 
alled you t0 this vocation for Jour pricate profit C880 
ut tha by your predications many ſeules plunged ts | called 
mne might be conueried vnio penance , Andthe | * 1 God 
ame Was reuealed vato Siſter C/are and thisis !#9c0- | 
he abſolute wil of God: S, Frexc but hearing | #&r7 ſims] 
heſe words of the will of God and vtiluy of ; ET | 
his neighbour pronounced, anſivered /crvi;igoe| ' 
nthe name of Ged, Brother Mace, lat ws goe, apd | | ? 
ransported with feruour of ſpirit be preſently | | 
degan his Way having taken Brother Avge/o|, | 
ora third, being now become the herauld of | 
icanen,the terror ofthe. carth , the trumpet\ 
df the Ghoſpell, the Patrone of penanee,and | | 
onfolation to the iuſt, aſcourge to finners, and | 
profelied encmieto vice , proclaiming open | 
arre againſt the flesh, che world, the diuel, 


———_—_ 


ttting himſclfe to be guided by the (pirit of | | 
W-0d, he arriucd ata toWae called Cornerjo| 


eat, Es Joe - 38 —_ - -— +» Oar, et ws 
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nd hell, He knew not whether he went but | | 
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a mile diſtant from Aſs/tum plantio gthe ſtand. 
ard of pennance, there he preached to the 
'poeple With great feruor, & edification, from 


all ſides menand woemen, poore and rich, 
Luc, igentlemen and huſband men, Eccleſiaſtical 
I'W «dd, ; & ſecular flocked for to heare him,beholdiog 

ad ann, ;himas amancome from heauen, or an Angell 


heauenly things: infirutingthe ignorant, con 
uerting fianers, and (ſetting vp a ſchooleo 
fanEity and perfeQion, his words were ke 
; re penetratiog the hearts of his bearers, lea. 
| uing them contrize and peonirent , mollifying 

|themoſt obdurate bearts; his preachiog was 
The \Without humaine Rhetorike or Eloquenc: 


I221, | Paamobadt teſtamegt ſent from God,to teach 
| 


]frarres |butrhe holy Ghoſt ſpake by bis mouth : many 
F 
[preac- |narce, returned no more to their hovſes, 
las 


of S. Fr. |amongR them Raying with himi to doe pen 


others would haue forſaken wife and childrt 
houſes and liuings to follow him , and eficd 
' his holy counſels; bur the Saint Forbad them 
exaorting them to walke vprightly inthe pre 
ſence of Goa, keeping his commandementi 
\br:aging vp their children and fawilie inti 
{feare of God Shunning fione and vice: an 
'he Wouid not faile coreach them the wayt 
heauen.. || | 

| Butall in vaine , for this people ne longe 
iable to withſtand the feruent impulfionse 
the holy Gholt , would not agree tort 
turne vnto their houſes, yorill he ad admit 
iced and rgceiued them all for Brothers at 
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Siſters of his Order,chus by divine inſtin& the | 
, S » Boys, | 


yeare 122.1,the Seraphicall Father 8. Frencir 
W ioftituced the third Order of penaance, which | 
is for all ſorts of perfons , virgins, marryed, 


£.4.9.5 


Chro.p.1 


WU widdowes , both menand woemea., giving, 

| chem a Rule and forme of liuing, which mighe 
| be obſerued of all Chriſtians living in the 
Wl world ,wherby they mighe amidſt the ſtormes 
and ſurging ſeas of this life, offer yneo God 
"Ml their bodyes and ſoules as a pleaſing and holy 
ſacrifice. T he Standardbearer', conduRor, or 
eldeſt ſonae of the third Order of Pennaance, 
Ml who firſt received the habit from $, Frevcis, 
Ml was B.Lucius or Luchefius, who abandonin 

[milicarie employwments , bauing bene a valiant | 
| Capraine, in the Guelphian fattion ; he now | 
| 


| 


retired dedicating himſclfe wholy to the ſer-| 
vice of God, viſiting hoſpicalls, receiving the | 
;poore into his houſe, praQifing all the works | 
| of mercy corporall, and fpirituall: after his 
|death he hath bene illuſtrious for many mis. 
racles. | 


i generally ailſorts of perſons embraced this | 


1 This third Order of S. Frencirin its begin-| 
; ing & firſt age, hath bene of ſogreateſteeme, : 


WW happy kind of life , many Archbizhops , Bis- | 

| hops, and Dceleſiaſticall Prelates of great au- | 
thority, made it their whole ambition to be| 
igrolled therin, togecher with many Empe | 
reurs andEmprefſes, Kings, Queenes, Princes, | 
and Princeſſes, wieh innumerable of lower | 
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| hereinſerta Catologue ofthe maſt tenouned| 
_ |perſonswho have madetheir entry into hea-| 


| 
ſrheceath 
| of Hangar ,S, leave of the eroſle,S,Elaberb 


| Arregen, S, Brigve ptinceficof fureda, B, Angels 
| of Fulginia , B, Iazeof Signa, B. Afangarst of 


tt. th. 


| Clereof Mont Falco in whoſe heare after her 


_ [death was found imprinted a Crecifix with all 
1 the myſteries ofthe paſſion of l:faw-Chrif, It 
{| doth well appeare that onr Lord ſpeaking 
{to S. Frencs by the Cracifix, did not ſay in 
Taine Goe Frans . 
| nendy to failneither muſt wee waderftand by 
| chete words the reftauration of the mareriall 


—_— 


CE SUTIN JETT rn ml” Apps 
tifyed. For tne {atisfaRion ofthe reader 1 will 


| gen , through this ſecureport $, Les the 
pearle of kings moſt refulgent Sunme amonyf| 
|prinecs did alluſtrate chat golden time #Henr) 
| king pf Dacia, S.Elzeer Cov of amas ofpro. 
| uence, S. Ivc Prieſt wel verfed in Civite & Ca-| 
|nen law, B. Robert Prince Of Rrmwpnre, S, Rod 
|Sonneto = Prince lining mereto Mevnripellier,| 
B. Leo Archbichopof MithaB.CheaviierDithep| 
| of Tremi/ſe Hlaftrions for many miraches. B, 
| Bartholomew of GeminianaPriefiihe merited th 
ſec leſew Chrif erironed withatroope of An- 
gells, B, Conde of Phaſence beatifyedby Lo 


S. El aberh widdow danghter to the Kiny 


[| queene of Portugatldaughter to Peer King of 


Cortonne, B. Roſe of Viterbe, B, Viridam B, | 


| 


repaire my bouſe Which 3 


| cemples bucithe mtientionef the threeOrders 
| heaify cd by thethree Chaurchs. 
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: gnify the three Statys: inthe Chyrcþ;of yir-| 
eins, Widdowes gan d marryed people; another | 
J 


free: Maryage to lead, becauſe is is 


\cauſe for qne good v4 
bad, and for one Roſes f pleaſure,2 ion! of 
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0f B. Hartulans the Mother 
of Sainte Clare. 


CHAP. V, 


apling the waxld, had but! 


eaſting allegarifig ercon,ſayth it was to 


Do&or diſcourhng hereypon compareth yir- 
ginity to gold, WiddoaWhogd to filger, & wo] 
ryage to lead,as gold is cheKing kgs mettals 


and the moſt nohle:euEſo virginity is the molt 


eminent & excelleth all other eſtates: Coot ej 
nency is comparedtofiluer forthat it isanl - 
lay or matter morerefined, and an ue 


wh 


very burdenſome anda heany yoake | 
ſed with a thouſand diſcontent , Tealo 
miſeries,& misfortunes, ſo that many i firſt 


day of their marryage, have nat oak on extoll| 


| | 


the happy cadition of thoſe that were free he- 
y,they finde afupdred 


thornes of oMiions. « others are impeached 
intheimpartant bufines of their faluatiop by 


the iotrication of worldly affajres , Which in 
L''»- _ that 
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Lune. 14 


hat ſtate doth op the' progreſſe in piritul 
life , hereof wee bavca lively example io thy 


|Parableio the Ghotpell where many being in. 


juited tothe Royall ſupper he only Who bal 


4 


that his impediments were ſuch , as he could 
potcome. - 

Neuertheſesthe conditionis good,avdneedful 
| for the eonſeruation of the world, & pleaſing 
torhe divine maicſly, for God himfelfe hath 
benethe firſt author and inſtitutor of it inthe 
terreſtriall Paradice, and ſtate of Innocency, 
and hath ratifyed it with his preſence, honou- 
[rig it with his 6eſt miracles, at the weddiry 


eſpovſeda wife gaue the flae denyall anſwering 


{in Galile, it is a Sacrament which doth contri: 


bare grace, repreſenting the ynjon ofthe divine 


f ]word with humaine nature, of God with the 


ſonle, and of Te/aws Chriff with his Church: 


| wherby wapy have received fiogular and great 


favours from our Lord, and have in tha cſtate 
bene adorned with rare perfeRions, and re 
goWned in ſacred hiſtories. T he B.Hortulen 


jmother to the glorious virgin S. Clere Wai 


linked in matrimonieto a nobie knight of the 
Citie of Afizzzy (calledby the Italtens Chiſe) 
inthe vally of Spolezo:her huſbands name Wai 
Fexorrs Sanne to Pavle of Sciſs of an Illuſtriou 
Familie, having much wealch and riches, this 
Lady Horiulana bare voto himthree daughter; 


| by name Clare Ignes,and Bearrix they livedaf 


tera moſt honorable and 'cminene manner, 


holding the eheife ravke inthe City beth for 
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their noble oxeraQion, exemplar lifo aod vir-) 


* 


land man, peace between brethren, loue'of our | 


: ! 
2 contrariwiſe to beholda marryed couple at ; Excleſ.15 
1 | | 


[one eroſſe & to criminels chained cogecher, 
8 Horts/ana exhibited honour and refpe&co her 
WH husband as to her Lord, and Maiſter, confor- 
' wing her ſelfe to his Will inall thivgs juſt and} 
4W1awtull; ruling berchildrea and famil:ic io the. 
ei feare of God; andalthovgh she was buſicd | 
like S, Marche ih her Jamefticall affaires 
"WM buying and providing things,neceſlarie in time. 
convenient , hauing an eye ro all things | 
for the gouucrnment of her ſamilie , 5cing, 
not jgnorant, thzat the eare and vigilancie | 
'of the Maſters eye according to the Pro- 
luerbe doth make Fat the horſe and carich 
'the ground, on the contrary she did oot omit 
toimbracethe c6ndition of S. Mery Magdales; 
[For She was very intenſe and ferucat in 
prayer, ' and moſt denout in the enjoytog of 
heauTly favours: but aboveallshee felt vaſpea- 
[kable ſyreetnes inthe devout contemplation | 
[ofthe dolorous Paſo of our ſacred Redeemer 
Wl Cri#7 Teſus, from thenceShedrew inflamed de- 


* 
£ 


in. 


_ FUL a a het. carat ial. oo. cls Cccc@QÞuciocacacri ico i.iÞonkunl 
wid _— 


RS... odd Cad =” YH ww” CD wh EY CR 


. 

b 

{ 

: 

p 4 

_ — f | 
/ / L $ C.- he | | 


E 


[? 


i 


| 


& 
vn 
i 
k > | 


| Chron, Pp 


} I bc $.c, | 


Mil 
[LUC 
| V «da, 


LEY 
*» ko 1 * % _= . 


| 42 anni 


122026, 6591 | 
'S | Which aur Redeemer Chrift Je/we had cool: 


I I 3. 


Cc 


z * 
S— TT RI Au rp roger SR tat 2s cre 
. Bo o 


go 


| with many merits; this cuFome truly was yer 


-| ties and devotion 


—__———— — eee dnt 


The 


—c 
= —_— 


_— > 2 0 Bb oe - TIOeo— = we I Seww,. 


the Apoitles S, Peter & $. Pave ng the Citte of 
Rome;sbe travelled tothe Church afthe glo- 
rious Archan zell $. Mjchee;t on mount Gorges: 

ia the kingdome of Naples, and Which is more 
With a maniſy courgge and magnanimausſpi: 
ritshe paſſed the Seas with mapy other ÞPil 
rimes and viſited the holy Land and plac 


crated With liis ſacred preſence, from wheng: 
$he returned much confolated and enrighe 


plaudable in our predecefſars (but more gd 
| mitable then, imitable in the Feminine ſex] 
| Who With ſo great toyie,charges, incommodl 
, haue performed this piet! 
but is now ſo dgcaycd , thae the ferugurs 
\mongſt Chriſtians in viſitiog the places which 
 ourRedeemer hath ſanAifyed by his deat: and 
Paſſion is almoſt quite extinguished by ii 
continuall warres betWweene Chriſtian Prince 
( a thing 'moſt deplorgble J io lien- thae the} 
Should bend all their forcey and power agaial 
the Enemies of Godand the Catholike. faitl 
in imitation of the puiſſant Emperonr at 
King of France, S, Cheriiemgrigne who dell 
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| & DES WIT Pape An EL TIES. 1s 
ered the Citieof Hrernſa/omand Spame from \ 
of the hard feruitudeof the Saracens, of the. 
moſt Chriſtlan King of France Zewss wha <5,;,, * 
tooke the ſtrong Cue of Damavin Egypr and. Lew ys © 
wonne many notable yiftories ouer the ene- | pg 1. | 
mies of God and Infidels: and by another long ' ,,,,,, 
journey by ſea he paſſed into Aﬀricke with 4,14, * 
a mighty Nauy agcd rong Armie;. bat che. | 
plague. infeated the whole Country whee-| > ; 
of 10h of France mis lonnedyed with magy ! Paute =: 
Earles and Barons of his Court,and finally he | emi]. Y 
himſelfe uras taken with iewherfore bowing |}, beffod | 
dow/ne vnder the Palme before the Citle of Golffrey-' 
Thunes in Fffrich he theredied. Ofthe yaloreus ! Dake of 
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&renownedGedfieyduke of Loraine who(for | Bullew.” | 


his purpoſe {old his Dukedome of Bullcr to | 
Albertus Bishop of Liege) and Waschoſen after-| ©. 
wards King of Hrerwſelem:ofthe moſt virtuous | poor | 
7-1erie of E//ace Count of Flanders : who tra: | oO ad: 73 
c|led fouretimesto the holy Land eorecouer. ghee#t 
ertaine places forth of the poſſefion of the | gnmel | 
Tarkoand Barbarians, inrequitali oftheſe his | ;f rland | 
pious fabours Fovlques of Amoy King of Hrerw £737 * 

{crheyearTi48.d1d gue varo him ſome par-: | 
ll of the ſacred Bloud of our Redec mer Ny 
briſt Tejots gathered vp by Io/eph of Aremathia, © 
Vherw ith the Conat intriched che Chap. | - 

Well of S.Befle inthe fgireand magoificentCi: | 
ic of Bruges: it1s Shewedro ritis very day eve: | 
7 fiyday with great reverence and deuotion; 
1008 was brought from beyond fea by B, Leo Ab | 
pot of the. moſt famous and renowned Abbey | 
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fof $,Barters: finaly of the renowned Bewdray 


Count of Flenders afterward created Empe 
'ronr of Conften;rmople forhis noble exployrs and 
wartiall proweſſe and trophies: leaning out of 
the lift many other Chriſtian Kings and Prin. 
ces Who have expoſed their kingdomes,riche 


faod lives for ro ſubdue and deitroy the Bars: 


rous nation of the SerraFins and Turkes an( 
ſet Free the holy Land which our Redeeme 
hath (anRifyed with his precious hloud an 
facred preſence. 
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' tulana and how he became Re- 
| Jigious and of ber bappy | 
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His virtuous Lady Hortulene perſeu 
ring canſtant in the ſeruice of Goda 
| plying her ſelfe to the exerciſes oftn 
| Chriſtian pyetie, she merited to be proove 
[ in the furoace of tribulation and affliion, tl 
| couchſtone of true virtue and certainely mat 
crimes our greateſt happines is neer at ha 


| knockiz at che gate of our ſoule whe it is m( 


replenished with ſorrow and affli ion, toth 
agreeth che ſaying of the Prophet rrabuldt 


] 


| begets the browledze of ones ſeife, profperity 4 
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njatuale and dull che | ſprrit F and on the comeary 
A:&ion doth quicken the ynderſtandiog an 


CE ad 


roduceth the knowledge ofGod & oneielfe: | 


4 


he wee fow indelights wee forget heaus& | 


xeverthinke of death ; but urhen wee are 0n| _ 


Wl des aſſaulted with cribulari65, life becomes 
Wrceklome,weeJong for death,all ourthoughes 


firesand affeiars aſpiring ro hganen,the. 


ourge of tribulation is for many rapes ve- 

profitabletoman, imbellighing the exre- 
jourand interiour, doth compell the finner 
erforec toturne vato God, teacherhthe igno- 
zot fortifyech thoſe that runne in the Race, 
efendeth theinfirme , awaketh the flaggish, 
umbleth the proud and haughtie, purgeth the 
enitent, croWnethyhe innocent, augmenreth 
ietieand denotion, and aduanceth theiuſt to 
|C.o&ity and perfeRionz as wee may find in 
any hiſtories , bat that of the B, Horrulene 
:all content vsfor the preſeae,zhe was linked: 
tha moſt cordiall and inſeparable loue to 
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r husband F4ormme loning him as her owne 
ule and he conformable to his name ; was 
Wolt fanorable and endeeredly kind vote her, 
Wy the Almighty Creatour to maketryall of 
W's ſcruants patienceand to draw heraffeQion 
Wore incenſinely. to himſelfe : aflauſted her 
WW the part moſt ſenfible , depriviog her ofher 

usband by death incident to all the children 

Adam;this ſeruznt of Ieſas Chrift ſecing her 

ife thus. deprined of her cheefeſt ioy and 
mfort, inthe flower ofher age, reeciued this 
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z moſt ſweet harmonic in her (uffrance Caying 
With the Prophet Iob owr Lord vath given, os 
Lord hath raken,as 1 hath pleaſed cur Lord ſou y 
doxe, the name of Aur Lorabebleſſed ,and Withthe 
virtuous Ladie Melanie mentioned by S. He 
rome Wo hayiny loſt her. husband and twy 
children vpen one day caſting her (elfe on her 
knees ar the Foot of the Cruufix ſayd I 


| very Welland plamly percerae What it  thet'yu 


require of mgmy God ,- mylowe and affeftion wa 


| faſtned vpon mybu:band and children you b ewe te 
| preued mneof chews deſiring to -'l & my loue al 
W:thoutep) real ; | willing ly reſagne 4t 8nd con | 


Crage it unto you from wy heart: ja like (ortÞ, 
Horiulanahauiog loſt her Husband by (oudaite 
and vaexpeted death which'makes the po 
tentates ofthe eatth to ſtoapes with greatm 
gnanimity vtzered theſe Words, O wy Gods 


2 (owcrarigae Greator , my loue Was to fa [etled pn 


my Huthend Ty'6: fore you have depriued meof him 
$0ur h1ly vawmebe prayſed , now I doe Wholyre 
| ſcene and confecrate ti>y ſowule axd affefton W:th a 
I poſſi ſſe m this world to your ſeruice :; bur as gre 


| exploitsare not tobe vndertaken and atchei 


ved without counſel! and aduile,afierthat het 
two danghters Clare and Jenes had forſakentit 
worls, hauiny none left w:th her bat he 
little Bearrms 'sÞ beſought the hoſy Fathers 


Francs to viſit her and comfort her is ht 


{y/:ddowhood aud afftiions, she diſcouert 


hom layd open vato himthe ſecrets 


of he 
hes 
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Of $.oCluare: 


eart diſcloſing the deſireshe had to confe- 
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rate her ſelife to God in the Connent of her | 
all her Frieads, riches, | 


javghter, forſakiog 
nd delights, the holy Father praying and 
nagnifying God that he had the meanes to (a- 
rifice both the Mother and the danghter to 
is divine Maieſty granted her ſuite; where 
ore chefollowing thus Wholeſome aduilſe, dif 
noſed of her houſe and familie , © pottibg her. 
tle danghrer Bearres into the cyſtodic of a| 
oble knight called Monaldo brother to her 
\usband , deftributing the remainder of her | 
roods moſt liberally to the poore , thenthe 
Seraphicall Father ent of her haire at the Con- 
Wot of S. Damien giving her the ſacred veile 
fReligion, 46d a Courfe abfe&t habir of che | 
Drder, (Wherfore new to the honour of this 
joble Ladie wee may frog wich the Royall 
rophee my /owle bleſſe our Lord aj all things 
8 1/ch are w1thin me migriiſy ba boly najne, who | 


« filled meW1h good cthmgs, & acebpliſſed the | 


lefire of his ſervant for her youth hath bene 
enewed like vote the Eaple , fifice thatshe 
aning attaihed toarclderaye, did perf 

Whe bumble offices of Nonices and'of y 
Welizgions, With great feruour add allacr 
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pirit atid being & Mother eſteemed her ſelfe| 


! nappy to be the dauvphrer to her davghter 


feelding her all Obedicnce,ſubmifion andre-| 
erence wndergoing couragioufly all the aus | 


"Werities of the Order as faitings, watching, 
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liſciplines, and otherſuch like mortifications, 
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ew. as 


iuleuwe Was adorned With fo great virtue as 
perfeRtion that often times S. Francis and | 
Clare did ſend wato ber many 1ofirme aftli& 


{creatures to be comforted and cured by hi 


merits avd prayers: T her was one day preſe 
ted ynto S. Cleareachild of Peruſia hauing; 
| Filme vpon his eye, she making the Gigneq 
the holy Crofle vpontheeye,ſent the chald 
Siſter Her:v/an« Who alſo blefledit, and ti 
child was preſently cured, wherypon the 


' {aroſe a holy debate amongſt the Religioi 


| whether this miracle proceeded from the m 
rits of the daughter, orthe Mother, but $ 
Clareended the ſtriffe aſluring them thatSilſte 


| Horrwlena Was of powerto doe great matte! 


with the divine Maicſty , figally this good L 
dy imbelliched with maoy rare virtues at 
| perfe&ions left this tranſitorie life to enio 
thecternall inthe viſion and fruition of Got 


| who bath adorned her with the ſplendor « 


miracles before and after her death , shew: 
buried at S.Damiens,and after trav{lated tot} 


| Church of S.@corge where She is noW intoll 
'[bed with her two daughters S. Clare andÞ 
| L975, 
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10f tbe birth of S. Clare and of the et;- 
mologie of the names of the mo- 
ther and the daughter. 


CHAP, VII, 


Otwithſtanding that for the moſt part 
V namesare impoſed accidentaly andare. 
giuento children according tothe will 
and pleaſure of their parents yet many timesic | 
[alleth out that the conditions of the perſon [7þs ez. 
[doth agree with the denominatis , & this wee | edn | 
[find 1n hoſy writ, B. Hortwlane, and glorious S. of the 
| Clare may ſerue vs for aniaſtance; for Horis- | yame of 
|/a24 1 our tonguemay be called Gardiner and | Horzyla | 
|aot Without great miſteric copfidering she was | xg 
[to produce {o noble & virtuous a plantin the | 
[garden ofthe holy Church, which hath takea | 
[luch encreaſe that her bowes and branches ha- | The | 
ue ſpread and extended ouer all the corners of ; birds of || 
the worldſo that the birdes of heauen haue | h:aver *; 
|harboured aad built their neſts in the bowes | arerhe | 
therof, that isa number of Religious ſoules | rel1g:1008 | 
Who ſoaring vp with the wings of virtues doe | of /amte 
raiſe vp them ſelues from terreſtriall things fi- | Clare. 
xing their thouzhts onthe contemplation of | | 
Celeſtiall things, fitting on the bowes of this 
tree co enioy the shade & shelter therof, there | 
they remaine in heart and affeRion accordiog 
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to the ſaying of the divine Apoſtle,” owr = 
ſeruation #4 im heauen; theſe virgins haviog ao] 
eſſay of the pleaſant ſweetnes of rhis plar graf. 
ted by the wiſe & prudent gardener Hortwiane;| 
.| have rnade more reckoning of their poore and] 
contemptible habu ,of a ſtraight. and narrow 
Cell, of baſe and humble offices, of a ſender 
and vnſauorie portion, taking more content 
[therin , then the Ladies ofth1s world doe find 
in their curious and fine drefſiags, heir hich 
.and honorabletirles their ſtacely and magnih- 
cent Pallaces,and their dantre delicious dis' es, | 
| Now 1f the name of the mother hath giveth vi 
{ſubieR and marrer to diſcourſe ofa garden, the| 
| name ofthe daughter will ſerve for a Watfent| 
& guide to opEthe doore to all ſuch as deſire} 

| ro caterints it ,to-take the ſent of theſe vdo.| 
riferons flowers and ffuitfall plants: B, Hores: 

' [/avabeiog great with child & knowing hetſelſ 
| to benecre berdowoe lyig prays vato Godit 
ch>.pa.( Churchtefore a Greerfix beſcechig the drive 
in cb maicſtic to Free herfrom all perill of death 
Wadd in her childbirth wiich che muchappreh&ed, 

..., |Shehearda voice proceeding from the Cratfi 
which fayd, fore ner woeman for Without dang 
th1. halt bring for. h a toght Wwrch Shall hummus 
rerhe whole werld: hanivg received this chſola 
tien and aduiſe from thediuine Oracle & being 
| delivered with great ioy the yeare 1194, dhe 
cauſed the name of Clare to be given to the 
child at her Bapriſme beleeving firme)y that id 
hershouldbeacc6plistied whatſoever way or: 
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ned and fortold by thediuine good nes 


Of Seinte (lore. 


| neither | 
was the hopeshe conceived of the accompli- 


;chment of the promiſe made her by the heaue- | 


ly Oracle made void, for she beſtcwed on the 
world a great I:ght, & oo heauen a great Sainte | 
accordingts the ftrainesig in ber prayſe, Clare 
1e,Ciara nomne:for she hath bene alight illumis- | 
pating the Church not oply by name orre- 
noWne but effeQuail by the refulgent Rayes of 
of her admirable works and heroyicall a&s, & 
her life adorned with the luſtre of all virtues 
hath worthyly produced a number of rare flo- 
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wers Who by (the fragrancieand (weert Odous| 
of their ſupereminent perfe&ions)have perfu- | 


med the whole world, and the moſt bright | 
Rayes ofthis now light have penetrared in to] 


the Pallaces of Princeſſes and Ducheſles, dar- 


[ 


ting their ſplendor into the ſecret Cloſſets of | | 


Queenes and Emprefles is ſuch 'ſortthag many ; 
Ladyes being ſought in Marryage by Dukes 
Kings, Empenous,and Monarkes bavue refuſed 


i 


thoſe Royall Eſpouſalls together withall di-l | 


pnities, riches and delights, for to embrace 


Povertie Humility , Chaſtity, pennance and | 


mortification: inimitation of this refplendant 
light, the praftiſe of Chaſtitic andthe lorisb-| 


ing garlandes of virgiaitie which wereal moſt | 


withered and decayed, did now againe reuiue 
in the world a new ſpring ariſing from the 
heat andſpledor of her life, adorning her beau- | 


of yireues, 
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1ifull garden with all ſort of fragrant flo vers | ET 
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| Of the infancie of 8". (lart and of 


ber virtuons exerciſes, 


7. | CHAP. VII 


(] like the day,andgratious like an Angel], 
| began preſently to appeare and 5hinelike 
a mornivg ſtarre or faire Awroze,after the darke 
nighe of this world: forin her tender yeare; 
and firſt infancieshe expreſſed many fignes o 
mature ſanity, wherby she manifeſted the 


$ 


| goodnes of her vature, and the favor whexwith 
| God had indvued her: she was of nature very 


tender and delicate, and of Capacity yery apt 


1 and docile, she learned efher mother the firſt 


groiides of { (ory Wome py. chitin holy Ghoſt 
F. lieeto and lierld framing this pure weſlell of| 


. 


|ele&ion till he brovyhr itto the fullnes of di 


uine grace and perfe&ion: her greateſt delight] 
and content Was in piety and denotion,in pray} 
ershefeemed to ſpeake to God & his Angels:| 
frequently withdrawiog herſelfe f: 6 compary| 
to pore forth her ſel/e in her Oratorie,there| 
she layd open her heart and affeion toher| 
Creator powring forth rivers of ſacred tearci| 
from her eyes: it was a thing very, remarkable] 
in this herteader yearcs to ſee that not hauio 
heades wheron to ſay her prayers she made vie] 
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| 
ofs heape of lirrle ſtones wherwith she num-| 
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Eare the litle plant of B. Hor:nleve faire 
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caſting one to the ground he paydasit were a| 
W:ribure co God this little virgin begioning fo 
feele the firſt fernours of diuinelone, indged R 
he muſt contemnealltranſicorie apparence &\ | 
rainted lowers of this world , and being 1n | os | 
1.$,c.2, 


Wrercie, bearing a fingularaffeRis tothe poore| 
Wand needy being not ignorant that he that c6 


W fonateth Chry# Teſas, intheir perſon, and to 


ayd her devotions in imitation efthe deuont | 


— 
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red both the Paters and Aues, inthis{ortshe 


ather P«/ living on the mountof Phermes 
rho everyday ſaydthree hundred prayers ha- | 
ing as many ſtones inhislap , and every time 


prayer well inſtryRed by the holy Ghoſt She 
reſolued asa wiſe fpirituall merchant ro haue | 
no moreregard to terreſtrial] affairesacknow- | 
edging them voworthy to þe <ſteemed, the 
lid weare as an other $._Ce&!) a hairecloth| 
nder her rich and coſtly apParell ſo exte 
riourly (atisfying the world, and interiourly 
her God and Creatour, | 

She was wholy addiQed to the works of| 


paſionateth the pooreand diſtreled, compal- 


the end her ſacrifice might be more pleaſing 
vito God the moſt delicate mears that were 


given her for the nourichment of her little 
body,she bid and gaue it ſecretly to thepoore, 
knowing by divine lighe , that ſecret Almes 
are melt meritorious, itſuffifing to be ſeene by 
um Wo canrecompence the a&, to auoid all 


| 


| 


oſtentation and vaine honour , for otherwiſe 


the zpplanſc of the world mightbe the = 
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ence of the liberalitie, in this ſore the ſoul: 
of little C/ere was repleniched with Charity 
and compaſſion; But having attained to ripe 
age the was perſwaded by her Parents t, 


"Tmake,choiie ofa huſband:she amaſed at thy 
{ſornd of ſuch an Allarum-rem. ined wounded 


in her heart at the noice of theſe yngrarfullti. 
| dings(which to a pure virgio is a martirdome 


[to which she would never conſent, but ſought 


evaſions and delayes therby protraRing time 


[the beſt she could to shunne maryage ſtillte 


| commending her Chaſtity to Chr//t Teſws her 
ſpouſe with all the other virtues whe: with 
ner ſoule Was inriched; making a geoerousre 
ſolution to dye rather thea to permic the Lillle 


-—_— 


| of her virgioall pnrity tobein the leaſt ſort 


ſoiled or faded, wherfore by all her indeauour 
She laboured to augment the luſtre therof,aad 
to become more gratious inthe eyes of her 
Creator and heauenly ſpouſe. Such werethe 
firſt fruits other ſpirit ard the tokens of her 


| (anRitie: ſo that being anoynted With ſach; 


{weet and precious oyntment she yeeldeda 
moſt fragrant ſauour as a cloſet replenished 
with moſt delighrfull liquors, whoſe per 
fames though they be shut vp diſcover and 
manifeſt themſelves and in ſuch ſort this holy 
Virgin began without her knowledge tobe 
extolled by her neighbours , the true fame of 
her ſecret pious Works ſo publiching theſelues 
that inan inſtant they were exceedingly ſpread 
abroad and cuery Where diuulged. 
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Hoy S. Clare came to the kn0W- 
ledge of S, Francis. 


CHAP, IX. 


His Celeſtiall Done Clare, hearivg the 

T geen fame of the admirable life of S. 
> Francis Who then renewed to the world 
he way of perfeCion inthe ſame Citie, with 
: maruellous example of pietie and ſanRitie, 


and conſidering that many Gentlemen didfol- | 


low bim and that his life was allready appro- 


ed by our holy mother the Church shecon- | 
ciued a great deſire toſeeand heare bim,&to | 


Jiſcloſe ynto him her generous reſolutions, S. 
Frances zealous of the good of ſoules and ha 


viog heard the fame of her virtue, wayted the | 


oportunity to meet With her,with intention 
tofruſtrate the world of ſo noble and pretious | 
aprey , to preſent her to our ſoucraigne Re- 


99 ( 


leemer, to ſerue him in ſome notable enter-| 


priſe as preordayned of Godto giue the foile Fc 


— ——_ 


tothe prince of darcknes ; neither did his di. 
ving maieſty faile to open vato them both the 
meanes, inſpiring this virtuons Damſell to 
rely wpon an honorable an4 prane ancient ma- 


that her holy purpoſe mighe noe be finiſterly 


— An _— —_—— 
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.N 2  inter- 
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trone calle4 Bonne Gue/fuccy Who cnerned 
her in her houſe as her mother: and to theend i | 
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jocerpreted and te hinder publick murmur. 
Ishe weat forth With this good Matroae, vfins 
{ſuch prudentdiligece that she found him whi 
her (oule defired, chart s!'ic might rectine fron 
his mouth as from the ſecreiarie of the hol 
GhoR the diuine inſtruions of her ſaluatior 
The holy Father having lovingly entcreainel 
her began to preach vnto herthe contempt gf 
the world, and by cuident reaſons to deman 
ſtrate vato her that all che beauty ofchings pr 
ſent is but vanity filled with falſe and deceitfy 
hopes:he1intimated vato het the Shortaes « 
this life and the continuance of eternitie, th 
obſtacles and impediments in the way of (al 
vation, andthe many perils and ſnares whid 
in the Wide Way of che world doe draw t 
damnation, thenhe propounded to herchi 
eares the honorable and amiable eſpouſales 0 
Tejas Chriff perſwading herto conſeruethe0 
ricnt pearle of her virginall purity for he 
| heaveply Spouſe, who out of the loue heb: 
'tovs being God became man and would! 
borne of a virgin, Thusche holy Father oli 
cited that affaire, playing the part of atrue P 
{[ravymph and Embaſſadour of the heaven 
King, theſe divine wordspenetrated the ſou 
| ofthis holy Dzmſcll,her heart being ſer on fi 
| With divine loue,she now beganne ve: y exqui 
fiely to Aiſpoſe her ſeifeto affe his pious el 
bortations, Which she eſteemed to be mo 
chen bumaine, the world became irkſon 
'vnto her,defiring to dye vntoit, whertot 
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peginning already to taſt the ſweetnes of 
keauenly contemplation She reſoluedto em- 


brace a moſt innocent and holy life, she mel- 
ted as it were With the loue of her heauenly 
ſpouſe, after whom $he chirſted with a lan- 
euishing defire, - 


The holy reſolution of Sainte 
Clare, | 


CHAP. X. 


hen TI conſider the Lyon of Sempfon lying 
dead in the lad of the Philiſtins,the throat | 


nlled with hony and the bowells with eruel- 
ty;l deemeit to be the true type of the world, 
Which hath maoy pleaſures, Flacterie, and de- 
lighes in apparance, but hath the bowells of a 
Lyen ſtuffed with cruelty, treaehericand de- 
ceit , it deeciuctha man and withdraweth 
him from. che ſernice of God, profereth him 
wany comforts, pleaſures and charming de- 
hghts, it feineth friendship promifiog honours 
dignities and promotions? but all tendeth to 


| miſchiefe,leadiny to viter ruine and diſtruRtio | 
WM yea to erernall damnation, The wiſe and pru- 


dent Damſell Clare well confidering the yanity 
and deceit gberof, made aholy reſolution to 


foot all henours, dignities: | 10tuous 
, Uignities, mariages, Suptuou 


— _ —— _ ___— 
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ſet ic at naughe,deſpicing and trampling vader | 


apparell, Icwells, andall wordly pelfe and to | 
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dedicate herſelfea liuing temple to Chriſt Teſu 
eakipg bim forthe only tpouſe ofher body,and 
hauing Wholy ſubmitced her ſelfe ro the coun: 


ſels of the Seraphicall Father, she weat vato 
him with great feruour of ſpirit demanding of 


| I O2 
| 


him whe and inwihat ſort she (iould make her 
retire fromche world; wherypon the hol 
father S. Frances ordained that an-Palme Siiday 
She should cometo the proceſlio with thereſt 


wentations ofthe death and paſſion of our (4 
cred Redeemer: ypon Palme Suoday this In- 
nocent Doue came to the proce(ion of the 
oreat Church inthe company of her mother & 
other Ladyes, where fell out a paſſage worthy 
to be recorded as being done by the diuine or- 
dination Which was that all the other Ladye 
going according to the cuſtome of Traly, to 
take holy Palme and $,C/ereWith rare modeſt) 
outofa virginall bashfallnes remained alone 
without monting out of her place; the Bishop 
deſcending from the ſteppes of his ſeate, pul 


" | 


 icto her hada branch of Palme, a true preſage 


and argument of wi:atshould be fall to this co 


| tantdamfſell: for our B, Saviour repreſented 


by the'Bishop would infiouate that the ſame 
mpght she shoald aſcend tothe Palme togi 
cher the pleaſant frait ti erof, TE 

The Palme is the ſimbole of patience att 


eo: 


no A< 
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| of the people apparrelled in moſt rich & ſump.| 

tuous manner,and thatthe night following she| 
ſhould goe forth of the City Tlodoaitg all the] 
world and change theſecular pleaſures intola.}| 


— 


| 
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conſtance, for it doth not shriack at any op- | 

reſfion but the more you goeaboutto deprelle | 
ind hold it downe by torce or Waight,the mo- 
re it aſcends and ſpreads is branches aloft. In 
ike ſort this courazious ſeruant of God was | 
within sho1ttime tobedepreſied & :umbled| 
by her friendes & kingred ,makiog tryall ofall 
their poWer and force to WithdraW herfrom 
her pious deſignes, bur ſtill, the moresheray-| 
ſed yp her ſ{cIfe in conſtancie, ſo that in fine 


thy were conſtrained to depart yeeldipg The : 


them ſelues vavquisl:ed by her generoſitie. et | 


The P;lme is the fgne of vitory, therrm-|,p 
phant hand of the Conqueror being ever ho-| prodarn 
nouvred With a Palme, the ſecretarie of our Re» | widorie., | 
deemer doth auouch that he received from 


God the fanour to behold io L.eaven the ſou- PIs | 


ſeofthe BleGed clothed in white Shiniogi | 


2arments, and Palmes in their handsto decla-j - 
rethe vitorie they had gained oue:y the Di- 
tell & his tEptations. T he Bis hop gaue this da- | 
ſell the miſterious Palme to declare that sþe 
tov]deriumph over theDiuell the world,aod. 
Wc flesh by her teares and pennances: The ** .' 
{Walmedothalw:ys cooſerue ies greeneſſe and. Paine ts 
{Wmorgſtall coulors there is not any that doth therype | 
ore comfortand ſtrengthen the Hoht then 7, "8" 


s 


Teene, S,Clere received the Palmebytheor- ; 9's 


ination of God fro the hands of the Bishop| _ 


4+. 
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or to ſignify that che should alwayes cooſerue 
he fresh greene ofher virginall purity,a = my 

c 
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ve moſt gratious and pleaſing tothe cyes 0 
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| the divive maieſty : making the perſon like 


vnto the Angells aceording to the teſtimonie 
of ourB.Sauiour,ſeruing fora mirour to dray 
many daraſells in imitation of her te dedicate 


{the integrity of their virginall purity to their 


heauenly ſpouſe. | 
The Palme hath moreover this propertie 
thac it produceth Dates,a fruj& very pleaſant 


land delicious though late, for firſt it mul 


for many yeares be carcfully cultivated , an 
indute very much by the sharpnes and ri 
gour of the winter, by ſnow , rayne, haile and 
tempeſts , euen ſo this incomparable Virgin 
Was a longtime ( asShedidthe ſpace of tio 
and fortie years) to labour in the vine of hoh 
Religion cultivating the Palme tree by auſtert 
pevnances,faſtings, diſciplines and mortifica 
tions before he could gather and taſt the ſwee 
fruite of eucrlaſtiag happines. 


Ez 11 
Fro faint Francis Wv:tbarch 


| fainte Clare from the world 
and maat ber Religions. 


CHAP. XI, 


He Nobk Damſell Clarethe Spouſe o 

Ie/« Chrifi wholy diſtruſting in her ow! 
forces greatly apprehended that herne 
entrepriſe would be aſſaulted andimpugn 


Py —— 


aJmirable courage and force rather of a ſtrong | 


[man then a tender young damſell, her = 


l_—— 


,y her friendes and kindred , bur calling to' 
ind that for the atcheiuing of any glorious 
aFerpriſe there is no meanes fo ſeeure as to 
have recouſe ynto God by holy prayer, he 
ever forſaking thoſe that shroud themſelues 
joder the wings ofhis proteRion, she began 


zith intenſe feruour & the profuſion of many4 


cares to implore thedinineaffiſtice, knocking 
inceſſantly at the gate of the dinine clemencie' 


by feruent prayer, sbe was not fruſtrated of 


her hope, For God Whois allwayes pteaſed 
withthe prayers ofthe humble, anddothac« | 
complish the defires of the tuft, incliniogto| 
their Yowes and ſupplications deftroyed the | 


force of hamaine power: inſpiring .her the|. 


; 
way and meanes how to effec her holy de- |} 
fenes, infuſing into her ſoule an vodanted. 
courage to incounter the Prince of darcknes; | 


\em___-l____u. 


Vherfore the night following Palme Sunday | ( 
the year 1212.the19, of Merch the 18, year| 


of her ageshe began to prepare ta accomplish 
thecommand ofherſpirituall guide and Dire- 


tour $, Francis, and to makea glorious flight} ,4 am. | 
and honorable retyre from theworld inmo-| gax2. 


deit compavy; but ie ſeeming to her impoſſible, 
to goe forth at the ordinarie and cheefeſt 
doore of the houſe, $he bethought her ſelfe' 
to take the benefit of a back doore which 


(though it were dammed and cloſed vp with| 
grofle ſtones and mighty blockes) shewithan 
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Oo broke 
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broke apen; this then loauing her Father, 


[hoodie her Givie, kindred end Friendes, She de. 

parted fojpriuatly that none -hed jokling, of 
knowlelge tiverof, and with extraordinary 
ſpeed She arriued at S, Mevre-of Porieuncy| 
whictisa quarreraf a mile diftanc from Af 
fra; wherertthe Seraphicall -Fathor $, Fre, 
| W:th his Religious expeRed her:they receiued 
her with burning wax tapers -finging the 
himne Zens. creator  Sperizns , This holy Vir- 
gio Wao ſought her Spouſe and Redecmet 
Chrift leſs WuhiLampe oot extin&& empty, 
| bur filled with divine love; and iacontinentl 
inthe ſelfe ſame houne.aod place, having lck 
{and abandoned the impurities-ot Beby/on, gaue 

th: World the ticket of defence before the 
| Altar-of the :ſoueraigne quieene of Angells, 
[Were the glarious-Father 8,Fzexess,cut of her 


x . 


| hayre, .& then clogthed her wich a poore: Ha 
bit of the Order: renouncing-the Towels, and 
gorgeous attire wherwith.she:ras adorned to 
| begiuen ro the poore to fer forth here4he de 

uvotion ofher min 3e, and the aboodance of in- 
Incernall.graces which she receined inthis ve- 
ſition, and che vnſpeakibleioy of her heart:is 
{2 thing alengether 'impoſgole: troly it had not 
bene convenient tharehis new 'Order of Flo 

rishing virginity shouſd other wiſe begin, the 
jinthe Angelicall Pal'ace of thae great Lad) 
andimmaculatequeene Who alone was found 
Worthy-to be the mother of God wirhout any 
detriment tocher virgioall purity: Wherforeit 
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bor honour (avqhis of Horrolamayyas)chould: 


W this ſame place had the noble chivalry of 


he World: making theanea Father of moſt 


Fx 
—_aeAL —_—__ QELS  -. —m— —_— | 


as moſt requiſite, thar io Church: dedicated 
rt ſpring the florishing vine of noble virgios: 
ie poore of leſs Chyfithe EreenMinortheir | 


oinning Vader the valorous Captaine $, | 
- . . . | 
rancrs to the endit might ewidepriy appeare 


atthe mother of God inthis her habitation#- 


gepdrediand producedthe one and the other 
cligion, thoaokng $. Brees andhis Bidaugh- | 

$. Claze forto regeur and: eftablish-wpon the | 
cth. the ſpirit of our Lotd and gontempt of 


onorable and illuſtriavs children, and: che 
ther mother ofmany. virgivall daughters, 
xore-of temporall gaods but earichediwich;} 
irievall gifts, and heauenly treafures: this 
uttyll and chaſt damſel} haviog recciued; 


— Aa. Mem ho 


he enfignes of haly.penance , was candudted; 
7the Serapbicall Father tothe! monaſterie 


Wt Seer Paw Which wat of Religious woemE 

tired in black, toremainetheretill almighty, 

od had pronided- another Mongſterie: gow; 

{ou may be hold this new. Spouſe of C 
Wocnter a figrce and hard combat. 
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Fowv the xinared of fainte Clare 1: 
|  boarted to Wvitharavy ber jrom 
the mona#erie, | 


CHAP. X11. 


Hz Bleare eyed blind Worldnotable 
ſupport lo great a light , and the Dine 
| ** fearingthatehe example of this yirtuou 
| Damſell would worke him ſome great ouer 
|chrow reſolued to wage warre againſt her, þ 
{ her neercſt kindred who moſt icommonolya 
| the domeſticall enemies of Religious perſons 
every one thought it ſtrange thata Damlell c 
| a noble familie, beautifull, rich, & in the prin 
| of her yeares , Should abacdon all pleaſure 
{pomps, riches, and honours , for toembrac 
{and vadertake a groſle patched habit vile an 
|contemptible; and maſt rigid and auſtere pet 
| aance; they deemed it would be to them 
great affront if their kinſwoman Cleve liue 
inthis pooreeſtate; Which in the ſighe oft 
blind world ſeemed miſerable; wherferec 
mivg to themonaſterie ofthe Religious Wot 
'men of S, Paw/ they vſed all the endeauo 
Which enraged folly ſuggeſted vato them, ! 
ſupplant her holy reſolution; firſt proferic 
[all fort of obſequious ſeruice, and amiad 
friendship and Courtehie , next shewing gr 
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rigour , and vttering menacing threates, and | 
aitly they attempred by'force and violenceto|: 
have catryed her aWay , being not able topre- 
azile and ſurmount her by perſuaſions, and 
rying their ſtreogrh againſt the meeke Lambe 
of Chrif} leſwe, they loaght to intrap & deceiue 
the innocent Douedby their malice & wicked 
counſell: makiog her a thouſand deceitfull| 
promiſests force hertoyeeld and retire from 
ſoabieR and contewptible a life, proteitiog it 
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(uch an abſurditie had neuer bene ſeene in} ' \- 
their Citie: but che With an invincible con-| $.Cleres 
rage ſayd yote them; deare friends and k1m/men, anſwer 
when God doth ſpeake, the World muſt he ftient and ; 10 ber 
give place: and when God doth call, wee mudt flyto| kindred, 
they, though to the hazard and periil ofa thoufand | _ 
hues: Christ Teſwes hath called me to hisſeruce,] will 
obey him and \yoll take bin for the Yponſe of my 
ol ole: cd newer well 1 ſettle my loweor affection on SEN 
. 1... I» the 
Wl 49) 647 him; and to oppoſe and withſtand their | 


Li! 
| 


violen ce,she tooke ſuch faſt hold of the Altar | EE 
[that She drew of the Altar cloathes and vaco- j 7 


wasa thiog vnaworthy her aoble birth, & that]. v7 


| Bull.of 


. Jueriog her head she shewed how her haire | —_— 
[was cut of and ſayd. The? she could not be ſepara- W028, 
ted fromthe ſ eruice ofher Redeemer for whoſe loue YL 
ihe had forſaken the World, end ther alſo, and th: | 
more they did vex and tormetr her the more would | 
ber keart be inflamed tmthe lowe ofber God who | 
Would veeniffer neW forces wnts hey to reſiff and | 
ewercome, T hus for many dayes together she |. 
was aſſaulted with iniuries and reproches, and 
O 3 ſaſtain ed 
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many great contradifions. and appoſitions 
inthe. Way of perfeQion, and notwuhſiand | 
ingrhac her friendes: Were obltinate and per 
|feucrant in diverting her fi G&ther pious reſaln 
tion, neuertheles her zcale and feruor did nat 
relent ner her courage faint, buton thecon-| 
trary the contumelies and threats Jid aug | 
ment her confidercee in God and aWake the 
penerofity ofher minds, fothat in fine they 
were compelled to defilt and retire with| 
Shame and confuſion, in this ſort did onr| 
| Lord manifeſt his might'and power giujop| 
ftrength to the weake and: feeble co ſur 
mounethe ſtrong and: mighty: ofthis veorld: 
ſome few dayes after she was conduged by 
our holy Father Sume Frencs 1n company 
of two of his difciples Brother Phullep the 


long and Brother Bernard Quintegel!,: 0 the 
monaſterieo the Religious Wozmen of Sin 
| Fxgell of Pnſo-of the Order of $. Ben eded 

peare to aſSfrnm. 


Fd 


How the B. Uirvin «Apnes Was conmeried 
by the prayer of her Siſter Sainte Clare 
and of the perſe: mtion sbe inaured 


 byber kindred. 4 
(' 4mre Clare bad a Sifter younger then her | 


ſelfe who both in regard ofbloud and pu- 
rity was really her Siſter. And the ex-| 


| Chron p. 


 _—s 


X.l.8.c. 
6. Luce | 


ceedingly defirivg the conuerhion of ber Siſter ; 
dever failed in ker ferment devotions which | 


he offred to Allmiphty God, beſeeehiog him { T212, | 


noſt fernenely that as she and her Siſter Agnes 

had lived togerher in the world in great loue 

& vnaion oftmin Jes chat he would now Gauſe | 
ety cent them a more perfe& coniuntion of 
vils and profeſſion in his boly ſeruice, moſt 
oſtantly'befeechirg him co make it appeare to | 
er Siſter what anotorious deluder the world 
20d how full of diſeontentment;and that he j 
rould cl ange her reſolution of carnall mar-! 
yage:and canſe herto embrace the vnion of 
livine lone and to take for her ſpouſe the king 
felory.Ovr gratious Lord made no delay to 
wour this his pnore ſuppliant and devout 
fruant in this her firſt petition: ſixteeodayes 
terthe converſion of $. Clare her Siſter A- 
res inſpired of God with a ſtrong and reſolu- 
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te courage gave a ſlip & farwell tothe World 
and came to her Siſter to whom: diſcouering 
the ſecrets of her heart she told her;she wy 
reſolved ta (erue God in her company: the 
Which She vaderſtanding molt cord:ally in; 
braced her and full ofioy and exultation the 


ſayd voto her, my moſt deare Sifter [ giue mpiny 


ihankes $0 our Lor14 Jeſus Chriſt thar ut hath pira 


: ,ed him toheare me, and deliver mefrom theaffi. 
dion l endured for Your ſake, for 1 feared that b 


| Would banc foriaken the Paradiſe of virginity, « 
baweenthralled [ your ſelfe to the ſlauerie of mare; 
preferring @: man before God, and earth be fore] hea. 
ven, This noble converſion of A gnes Was le 
conded by as many contradictions af ber kind 
red as that of $.Clare; for the diuell by a crue 


| Alarum and fierce aſſault went about todi 


turbe and threatea the torall ſubnerfiono 
the quiet repoſe and heauenly conſolatioro 
theſe tivo virgins, for their kindred havin 
vaderſtood that Agnes had ioyned her ſelfett 
ber Sifter C/are (welue men of their ne ere| 
bloud aſſembled rogetherto aſſault and Wa 

Warreagainſt the two Spouſes of leſme Chriiiar 
tranſported With extreame rage and turie,di 


jſembling nevuertheles at the firſt arivall the 


lewd intention: shewing them a favorad| 
countenance : then addrefling thomſelues t 
the virgin Agnes diſpairing of all hope to witl 
drew S. Clere from her holy purpoſe, the 
demaitfled of her wherfo:e she was retired! 
har place, and willed herto delibe rate ar 


————  — — 


L— 


reſolv 


WI <d ber prayer,butthe body of the virgin ones 

became ſo weyghty, that her adverſaries were 
conſtrained to leaue her on the ground, and 
aibejit ſo many men and their ſeruanespur all| 
| their forces to lift her vp yet could they never 


[molt couragious refiitance pulling ofher 
| haire, and renting her clothes.In the- meane| 
While Same Clare vnable to help her Siſterby| 
othermeanes haJ recourſeto prayer with a-| 
|bondance of teares, beſcechng God co-giue a| 
\couragious Confidence vnto her Siſter thar| 
his divine fauour defending his faithfull ſer - 
'vart, humaine forces might be ouercome, and 
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reſolue to returne With them, to her Father 


houſe wherto she anſwered that she was re | - 


ſolued (the grace of God affiſtiog her, to re. 
raine With her Siſter: which aniwere 6ne © 

them diſdaining, full of paſſioa and tranſported 
with cboler, tooke her by the haire, and gaue 
her many blowes with his feete and fiſts: then 
vſed all bis ſtrength to pull her out of the 
place Which at the length by the help of others} 


heperformed:For taking her in their armes, | 


w—_ ——_. 


they forcibly trayled her out. But this tender 
dam(ſell ſeeing herſelfe violemtly wreſted by 
thoſe inraged Lyons out ofthe armes .fher| 
God,began to cry to her Siſter: help me Sifler 


vall friendes trayled along the valley this holy 


virgin againſt her wi'l,and in delpight of her 


[ 


our Lord hear her:For no ſooner had she end- 


| 
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and permit me not to be ſeparated from —_— 
leſus Chriſt and your lowwng company. Her tar-| 
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dot it, but called 12551 re-s and workemen of 
the viaeyards that wrought thereabouts to 
alitihem, yet their g-cat number no more 
auailed tieaths lee : finally all their force; 
filing, they acknowlzJged the evident mi 
racle , though in deriſion ſaying it is no mer: 
uaile thoagh $she be ſo waighty,hauing layae 
( catiog,oflealallnizht , wher vpon Seigneur 
| Monaldo her yncle in cxtreame choler, lifted y 
{his Armeto ſtrike her , but preſently he wa 
ſurpriſed Wich an extreame paine therin, 
waichdid not 'only tormeat him for the pre. 
{ſentbutcontinuedalongtimeafter; S, Clary 
afcer q2c prayer ariuing, beſought her kindred 
to farbeare ia yaine fo contend with God, and 
[to leave to her tho care of her Siſter who lay 
as halfedeaJ. They perceiuing their labour lo} 
{fo hinder their pious reſolntion , being excee. 
[dingly wearyed,leftthe tw2o Siſters together; 
they being deparred Ignes aroſe from the 
ground y-ry 10yfall and comforted in our 
| Lord for wi15(eloue she had fought and oner:- 
come(in this iritcan4:&) the world, and rhe 
Diael!,a94tzr Sitter aking her how $hefelt 
her ſelfe, the innocen: lambe anſwered her: 
that notwichtanfing that rey buffered and 


2at me Wich their fit2; , ſpurning me with 


| their f:ec aad pulling me by the hairegtrayling 
[m2 throngh (tonny Woyzes, by the 4inine help 
anl the merir of y ar 5rayzrs I became infen 
fie to all che evills Waich I ſafferest ; the 
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$ got worthy norcapable to concen 
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the ioy and comfort Which theſe heaven!y | 
oules experienced after :hele tria}ls and per | 
ſecurions , andthe brevity of the iſt orie bath | 
juried 1n tbe tombe of hlence the ſweet and 
heauenly diſcourſes Which paſled bet weene 
thele:Wo Siſters who now enioyed but one | 
heart 10 1Wo boqtes: they contemned and| 
ag hed at che folly avd madnes of Wworldlings | 
and att!;e Wezkenes and impotency of men, | 
arWerenotablero fitrre or moove ove yorg | 
damſell oaly: ti:is did a frech eokindle in their | 
reaſts a moſt intenſe feru@ur,to ſacrifice and | 
dedicate them/elnes ro the ſeruice of God, avd | 
oCaſtaſtdea'l feareani apprehenſion of dif- | 
fenities Wharſcever, fith the divine maieſty | 
did ſo evidently affift chem rendrirg themin- | 
vincible: this heaueoly fauour did make ſerene | 
avd calmethe ſtorme and tempeſt which was | 
raiſed inthe heart; of the chaſt Turtle yenes. | 


How S. Francis gaue the babit to| 
B. «Agnes, and of the dignitie. | 
of the Mona#erie of Saint | 
Damian. | 


| | 


CHAP. XIV. _ | 


F-4 
Aint Francs inflamed with the loue of | 
Soules, having heard the noble conſtancie [ 
and gencrous reſolution of B. Agnes, m_—_ 
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ks reproches and | tormenes' "which :he I 

lcooflan: ly endured of her kivdred ; mou 

BT it: a zcale of her loules ſaluation, icfl:mg 

; [W. h perfe& Charity ,ard i]lvmunated by God 
e 'h»iicned to the monaſteric of $ ..4 »gel of Þ ark 
i where she w.i 10 the company of her Silte 
4 |S. Care he liyd open voto her thedeceiyt 
F and 10conſtarcie of the world;the itnpurity 
carnall pleaſures.and the maliceand treack erit 
of the Divell, exborting her to forſake rich 
for voluntary pouerty , to macerate her bo; 
by auſtere ciortification of the ficsb , brideliny 
the di(ordinate apperites therof by faſting AN 
diſciples: : renouncirg her owne will vy a 
intire abnegation of her ſelfe : whilſtrhi 
fortunate Damſell was attentive to thek 
wholeſome iaſtrutions, the holy guo 
wrought ſo powerfully in her fqule by his for 
cible inſpirations that She was conſtrainedt 
yeeld herſelfe captive to allmighty God, ſub 
; | mittino her ſelfe te his direQions , feelin 
in her Soule the inflamed dartes of divin 
lone, l6gipg after gothing bur heaveply thing 
Chr.p.1. | Wherfore the Seraphicall Father ,to fatis 
{ /.8.c, 6. [er Jdefire, cut of her laire, and cloathed ba 
i Luc. [with the habit of the Oiger li ke her Siſter 
' f Waad. ([covjop her her oy'ne vame of Agnes,' in me 
1 edanns | morie of the innocent lambe Chri Leſms , whe 

. |offring t imſcelfe 1o ſacrifice to his Father, Re 
deemed the world with the price of |:15 'pre 
tiovs bloud. And truly Agne: lead alife who!) 
conformable to her myſterious n name. For $1 
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Was meeke as a Lambe Fa a true Dove with- 
out gall, her innocent life was more Angelicall| 
then bumaine , She was white andrefplendant | | 
by her virgicall purity, fruitfull in virtue, ad | 
orned wthall perfection: parient 1n pennance | 
and ſicknes: obedient to her guide-and dire | | 
tour S. Francs, ſacrificing her ſelfe to her 
Redeemer as a Paſchall Lambe on the tree \ pars | 
of the Croſle in labours and aufterities ofholy ' R:dulph 
Religion and Rrikt Euwancelicall poverty, fel. __ 
from theage of 14.yeares til sh& was delivered | 
and ſet tree from the Captivity and bondes of | rue. 
her bodie. Bucby reaſon that S, Clare and B.' | W add. | 
Agncs her Siſter could not find their hearts. et 
content , Gor enioy With perfe@ repoſe the ; 1242'S. | 
(weet embracements of their hear: ;enly Spouſe: 25, 
accorivg to the fervour of their mindes, a+| » 
mongſt the Religious Woemenof S B neart?r\|_ | 
[Ocder, they were c0 :uQted by their diceRour | 
|S. Frances to the Church of S.Deaman ioyaing | 
|to the City of 9ſi{inmr: Faitning intharplace 
tle anchor of their generous reſolutions.s. 
D-mian isa Ciurch Wiich S, Fraxce: laboured | 
much to repaire inthe begjnoiog ©:f his con- | 
verſion , and Where he offered his movey to; 
tieChapliie for to repaire it, Inthis ſame place | | 
praying With great effugon of reareshe mer1- | 
ted ro heare the voice ofths Crucifix,whieh | 
hree times reiterated ynto him : Goe Franca | 
tnd reparre my houſe, Which , as thou ſeeſt, | 
4 ready to fail; this is the place v;.herin $.7ave 
emprifoned and Shut Vp her ſe!te from the! 
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ctempeſtuous turmoiles ofthis World , buildin 
her neſt like a filuerd doue in the clifts of this 
Chure" , renewing ihe Colledge of facred 
Virgins: ging a beginning to c:c Order of 
poare Ladyes : and being centred into t: ewiy 
of pennance she bruited ine hard iviirs of er 
members With the coulter of .tie Crofle; 
ſcwing the ſeed of all ſanity, becomming a 
perfe&t mirrour and bright glaſſe tro duned 
thoſe in degotjion that were to folley 
her through this ſacred deſart and ſweet (o- 


How Sainte Clare by her 
example and renovne 
bath daravne many 
daughters after 
| ber, 


CHAP. XV. 


He fame and renowne of S. Clare run: 

ning more ſwift thenany Poſt, was pre- 
ſently diaulged : ſo that many damlſells 

in imitation ofher,dreiy neare vnto /e/z Chrif 
ſacrificing viito him the 10eſtimable pearle of 
ther virginity: marryed Woemen indeuored to 
live 


> p—__— » _R——_ ww —_ 


Of Sainte Clare, rn 
ye more chaſt and yireuoſly g2ntle woemen| 
od Ladies'contemaing their faire houſes and 
(umptuaous tables shur vp them ſelues inmo. | b 
caſteries, efteeming it agreat glorie coliue in [ 
tri} pennance for the loue of I /u« Chrif. This| | 
Saint WS alſa a ſpurce vato men, to excite in | 
them a violence feruoar, and principally youth | 
hat beganne co take coaragz inthz conte mpe | 
of the world, and by example of the frailerſex | | 
to fight againſt che temptations and deceiptfull | | 
plealures of the flesh, many marryed perſors| ' 
with mutual! conſent obliged them(ſelnesro| | 
continency, tne menentring into monaſteries 
of men, and wocmen into monaſteries ofRe-| 
ligious' Women, the mother induced the 
da-gitertoſerne Te/ws i hrft, the daughter the | 
mother, one Siſter another: and briefly each | 
one by a holy enuy deſired to ſerue God, and | 
to participate of the Angelicall life which was, 
demonſtrated ynto them by this holy damſell: 
nſuch ſort this little plant of $S, Frances, as a 
froitfu}l tree ſprouting forth in to sidry bowes | 
ind branches, hath inzendred a copious linape ; 
& ſo greata familie that they couer the whole | 
earth, | | 
For the conſolation of thoſe who arede-' 
voted to FS, Clare we Will et forth ro their 
MW icw ſundry Religious woemen, famous for | 
PM fanRity who florichedinS, Clares time, We 
I will gine the preheminence and firſt place to 
0B. S. .1gnes who merited the ſpirituall fauour 
tobe her eldeſt danghtrer and her true Siſter | 
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bori: by bloud, vertue, and Religion: from the 


]times:eentred into the monaſterie of F, Us 


mien totheday other death she wore a rough 
Cilice, ſubduing her fl-sb by the alperity rher- 
of, her ordinarie repaſt was moſt common 


{breal and water, sbe was ofa diſpoſition yery 
]pirtifoll co all, for her vereueShe was a paravor 


and paterne of all perfe&1on: she hach founded 
\cacrall monaſteries in the (tri obſcruanceo 


"100-4 : BF . 
he Rule: and 1o fine hath bin famous for mij: 


racles before and after her death B, Bearrrx Sj 


Me |fterto S Clare having forfaken the riches of 
: p:2.4.1, | 
(£33. 
Luc, 


this world at rheage of18. ycares followed 
Religion her Mother Horizl/ana and heriw 
Sitters Clereand Agnes eatringin to the mona 
terie of $. Damian Wherin the lived Rel 
giovfly infaſting, watching, and praying , 
nishing her life with renowne of great San 
2 oo 1 

| B, Sifter Pacifica neare kinſwoman tos 
| Clare W.:01inthe world had accompanyed] 
Hortulana.in her deuotion of viſiting the hol 
Land, she Was compleat inall virtue, mer 
an4 perfection, she was ſera by S. Clarenca 
to the valley of Spole/ura toa place calledih 
valley of piorytheretoerefta monaſtery acco 
ding ro the intention of $, Fran in Regul: 
| obſernancs, sh* Was highly fauored by Got 


| 


| For being wioly deſtitute of water wheres 


built her. houſe, She fell to prayer with he 


Religious,there appeares within the precind 


ofthe conutt a faire great Hinde which ope! 
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W<re beiog her intimate friend and privie to all 
Wher actions Whenshe viſited the. ſeraphicall 


1:1 


Of S. Clare. 


"+ wa Ya 


ivg the ground with the hoof of his foot, fr6 


whece inſtarly (prun gVpa chriſtalin foitaine, 


which continuethto this day;many oppreiled 
wich ſundry maladies are cured by thedrin- 
kiog of this water, 5. 
B. Siſter Ayme couſlin of $,Clareby Whoſe 
prayers she forſooke the yanities of the world 
ſeruing God in her company in the monaſte- 
ric of S. Damian imitating her rare vertues. 
Her purity, and innocencie of life, was ſoad- 
mirable thatshe merited toſee Ieſwe Chri/tat 
the death of S,Clere, when she ſayd vato her, 
my deare daughter Ayme doeyou not ſee the 
King ofglory Wh6 I behold? andammediatly 
the eyes of Siſter 4y32ze were opened and she| 
beheld her heauenly ſponſe, by whaſe ſightshe | 
decame more feruent in his holy ſeruice, per- 
ſcuering inthe exerciſe of yertue, shein fine 
repoſed inour Lord, | bi 
B. Siſter Balbina couſſine fo S, Clareand Si- 
ſterto the aforeſayd Siſter Aymein imitation 
oithe Sainte forſaking all vaine and deceipt- 
full delight of this world entring in to the| 
lame monaſterie where $she arrived "to ſo; 
high perfe&Rion, that by many miracles her 
Worth and merit was made manifeſt Thisſer- 


lundry mopaſteries, 
B, Siſter Chr//ti2a lined in the houſe of S. 


Father 


9g. Frances hearing and receiying from 


Cy RR. 


'I215.5, 


Waotor God was ſent by $, Francs to found | Chronas 
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him the heed inſtruRions of her conuerſion. 


-  [andin imitation of her, she vent to S, Francy 
at our Ladyes of Angels where she receive] 
| the Habitandinit the ſpace of 44. yeares he 
| | followed the ſteps of the glorious Saint ig 
: the perfe& obſeruance of her holy Rule. }, 
Siſter Agnes of 4fiſrem enjewed With the 
[Loci | fimpliciry of the Done shemerited to ſee Cbrif 
Wad ad; [eſs in the forme ofa little child, cherishing 
annals | ad dandliog S. Clare and as she doubted of 
1213.6, the verity ofthe viſion $she hearda voycedi 
lo, refed to herſaying: /» medio eorum ſum: I am 
inthe midſt of them , another time $here. 
ceiued this admirable fauour to behold the 
holyGhoſt deſcending ypoa theSaiat in forme 
| | of a ficrie beame: 
rat I B. Siſter Francis was of a woſt perfect life, 
Wad, <4| ne ſaw our Redeemer in the forme of a beau: 
| © %2» | tifull yong child fic in the lapp of S. Clare ypon 
| 1213.9. S.P-a/lipp and [acobs day, 
68, B. Siſter Bernauerta lined moſt Religioud 
with S. Clare the ſpace of 26. yeares: She ſaw 
CHE. \thefacred virgin mother of God coming to 
Wad.42 | the b-:1 of S, Clare the day of her death: 
[er me lovingly embracing her , as wee shall recite 
213. Y- Pt Wie 
IS, B Siſter BenediZ was a Relivious of ſo great 
"206 prudence, Santticy, and perfeion, that after 
| =P 7 WP, that $. Clarewas receined ia to th= heauen|y 
annam, | glory by her Spouſer.she \was elefed Abbe 
rvy |of $, Damran: and governed that monaſtery 
[7 4: pt the obſeruance of Ponerty, and being come 
fo 
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' of. s. Clare. : 


othe 2d of her r dayes, she paſſed happilyto ber 
reatour being adorned with many miracles. 
Ghe is buried 1a the quire of the Church of S, 


ation. 

TheB, Siſter Balbina, Clare and 4ewes col- | 
ins of S, Clare, c6ming miraculouſly to Bar. | 
one, with Siſter .4na /ts/1s, Siſter Philipp of) 
Fam, Siſter Cec:lie of Spolerum, and Siſter | 


any miracles, 

B, Siſter C/areof the noble ſamilie — V - 
aldinre in the life ofS,Clare gouerhed the mo- 
iſterie of mont- Celrern Florence, after that $. 


preater conſolation of her Siſter; this Lady, 
before sheentred into Religion was marryed 
o Signour Galer one of the moſt illuſtrious 


he ſanRity of life of the aforeſayd Religious, 
their manner-of life ſo pleaſed her as she for- 
ſooke the World, and her two children, and 
hute vp her ſelfe in that monaſterie, thereto 


her neeces called Iazeand Lace Siſters to O- 
Aautan YVoaldinie Cardinall in her company ,en- 


— — ow 


| 


larein AfSeſcur, and sl:eisheldin great venc-. | 


vcre of Rome; all true diſciples of the divine || 
Clare, as true followers of the vertuesand per- || 
:tions of their holy mother, haue beneador-| 
ed with great Sanctity, exemplar life, and | |, 


\rwes W.s returned to S, Damian , for the | 


rentlemen ofall Florenceshe having conſidered | - 


ſcrue her heavenly ſpouſe Chrift eſa: two of | 


tolled themſclues amogſt this new florishing | 
company; the Cardinall her nephew through | 
the-great loue he bare to his Aunt and his Wo 
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Siſters, conſidering the ' dangers and peril 
whervoto this monaſterie was expoled, þ 
reaſon of the. continuall \yars , he cauſed; 
Conuent to be builded Within the Citr 
Florenceneare tothe Roman gate called Say 
Peter Gatolme, wherfere the yeare L261. th 
Cardinall hauing ordained a ſolemne proce 
[the ,he introduced the forſayd Religious tt 
the number of fifty; bringing with themth 
bones of the Religious men and Women wh 
had bene interred1n the forſayd monaſterie, 
| Cloke of S. Frazcz,and the Stole wherwithh 
ſang the Ghoſpel!l celebrating the Natiuity 0 
our Redeemer,neer tothe Cittie of Crecio:an 
L ſacred veile wh#eh S. Clare gaue vnto ther 
at her death: our ſouveraigne. Redeemerby 
notable miracle, made manifeſt how pleafin 
this proceſfion was vnto him;for all the bel 
ofthe Citticof Florence, did riog ofthem 
| ſelues, withqut any humaine helpe, continu 
ingthis melodie, vatill fach time as the (acre 
Reliques were with reuerece repoſed in the! 
due place: this B. Siſter Clare repoſed happil 
in our Lord leauing behind her a moſt (wee 
| Odour of yercues, 5he-is buried ina Sepu 
cher of marble, welue yeares after her Sepul 
cher being opened to burie her neece, ther! 
her bodye Was found as entire faire and (wet 
asif she had bene but newly dead, and as the 
lifre, her vpin her tombe, she lifted vp he 
 rig't hand giving therwith her benediiot 
tog great aumber of people there preſenr:ty 
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[caſt corruptionof her garments. 

B, S. -1enes dauglicer of Orets King of Bo- 
iemia inſpired of God tooke tie Habit, and 
made her profeſſidn ofthe auſtere Rule of o. 
Clare, this Princeſle ſent a meſſenger exprel- 
lely from the Citie of Prague to d4/9{ium, to 
render Obedience to $, Clare, as to her true 
mother and Superiour, the B. Sainte returned | 
back vnto her moſt gratious letters ſending 
vnto her for atokena cord,a veyle anda cup 
| of wood with adish, wherin she was accuſto- 
med to eatand many ſuch ſmall ehings, which 
the Princeſle accepted With ſingular deuo- 
tion, our Lord wrought many miracles by 
the ſayd things, Which baue eter bene conſer | 
ved inthe ſay4 monaſterie with great reve- 
rence:this noble Princeſſe being adorned with 
many vertuesand miracles, hauing aſſembled | 
[many Religious Women into divers monaſte-' 
ries, infineshelefe this tranſitorie life, to. 
20e to enioy the eternall ici company of her 
zlorious ſponſe, shedyedinthe Citie of Pre 
guetheyearert85, the Emperour Charlie the 
fourth was ewiſe delinered from death by the 
[interce(fion of this noble Princefſe, wherfore; 
at his death he commanded h1s Sonneand ſuc- 
ceſſour, in the\ empire Wenceſlaus to proſe- 
cute her Canonization: but he being hindered] 
by continuall hard and difficile warres, could! 
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not execute 'the pious defire of his father:| 
wherfore She Was tuſtraced of this honour ag| 
wellas many others, who haue not received} 
this from men bo the milieaot Church being 
moſt glorious ja the triumphant, for a great] 
volume Would not be ſufficient to ſer forth the 
lives of the Religious women of the Order of 
S. Care renowned for ſanctity and mira 
cles. 

B Siſter mY of Padwaflorished in great 
[ranfity & perf<Rion i in the monaſtery, which 
was erected by S. Franc, in the Citie of 0a 
| dua Where S. apchonie rendred vp his Souletg 
God:butia as much asthe hearts, of the ſer: 
vants of God, areas Anuils which are alwyes 
hammered 02 and live by the blowes of affli- 
& '6;,5hz was proved by Teſws Chrif# & refined 
gold, in the furnace of aduerſitie, for she 
|layin Thy bed deprived of her corporal health, 
her fight, and her ſpeech, the ſpace of fifteene 
yeares, manifeſting by exteriour ſignes, an ad 
mirable | toy aaJ alacricy of heart; our Lord re- 
uealed many ſecrets to this Sainte, Which she 
manifeled to the Religious women: Who 
cauſed them to be carefaily Written, to record 
them to poſterity: for by ſigne$ she could ver] 
wellexpreſſe tothe Religious, what shedehi 
reJ:her body till chis preſent remaineth entire 
her face and contenance is deyout , young, and 
beantifull: her teeth fresh and whiteas i 1s if she 
were butoew dead, when there is any Cala 
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A gy bs rmany wo ws - _ pL | 
yirgin doth ſtirre and moue io her tombe,with| 
zmigh'yſound and noiſe: Which is the cauſe 
that the 1ohabitants of Padxs, doeimmediatly 
zpply themſelues to pious Workes, to prayer, | 
faſting, Almesdeedes, & Pennance to appeaſc| 
te wrath of God, and todiuert from their|, _. 
Citie, the Warres,Peſt and famine, withother| __ 
iiſaſters; which hang over their heades:if you 
defireto know,yet more oftheſe true diſciples|p,,, 
out number, cuen in $. Clezes life-time; you 
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| 
Ainte Clarethe little plant of $. Franczdid 
alſoſeethe banner of her Order, to flo- 
rish and fruQtify, extending and ſpreading | 
[er branches overall Chriſtendome. Ira/rethe 
arthly Paradiſe of the Church,doth glorieto |. 
{Wc brought forth ſo many goodly Rockes or 
amilies, 
T hat of Saint Damien of Afiiſum is the' 
Widy, queene, and Emprefie of the wiole 
{Wrder. 
HU Perugia is one of the moſt ancient, it was 
;Wvilded by Age/ize Cardinall Proteor of the 4%- 
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may pleaſe to looke wher theſe marginall an- fol.t3p. 


Wad, t0 
I,&nd., | 


and imitatours of S. Clare, who are With-| r,4ulp | 
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Order, Who was afte: 
me of Gregorie tie 1X, 

The Cutie of Arete cauſed to be built; 
goodly monaſterie which was gouerned þj 
'B. Zaibima (daughter to Seignour Marin g 
 Caranocolinto Samte Clare) according to the 
perfeftion of the Ghoſpell and intention of 
$ amt Francs, | 

Padua hath had the honour to ſee San 
Frencs lay the firſt ſtone of the monaſteric 
| ofthe poure Clares: Florence built the mona 


i 


wards Pope, by thenz 


Rterie of mone- Cele atthe very ſame time 


The Ho'y Citie Rowe hath preſented vntc 
her,the goodly monaſterie.of Co;me, and Da 
mMI1en [ | 

Vearce hath bin adorned with a faire mona 
ſteric of poore Clares, enioy'ng S.,.eqgne: thi 
Siſter of $. Care for her foundreſle, 

| Martwa doth glorie that it enjioyeda Con 

uent in S.Clares time, and had S., Agnes,her Sl 
{ter for the firſt Abbeſle therof, 

Belogna, ſolicited by Arnould Prote&ouro 


jt'e Order, Who Was aft-r Pope A lexand: 
| {512 fourth: Conſecrated a goodly monalter1 


Vito her. | 

Spo/erum hath done the ke and Milan, S1ens 
Cremone, Piſe, Bergame, Alexandrie, A ſcolre,ant 
many other Ciritzes. 

The Roman Empire hath with great adm! 
ration beheldher Eagle, to hatch and product 
Eagles, which have after wardes nurſed ant 
bronzhe vpthe moſt rich and illuſtrious Prin 
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Of S. Clare. ” 
ceſſes ofits Empire, & Worthy to haue match” 
ed with the higheſt ſoucraiggty inthe world, 
Ss, Agnes of Bohemia before mentioned the 
yeare 1237 .Which was more theEfiftecne yeares |. 
before the death of S, Clare, ſent vatoheran 
honorable Embaſſage, beſceching her moſt | 
humbly to ſend yato her ſome Religious | 
women, of the monaſterie of $. Dames, to of 
zouerne and dire& many damſclls who with | | 
languishing defires aſpired after that heauenly | - 
manner of life: zhe inthe meane time cauſing. 
to be ereQeda Conuent in Prague the Capi '8 
tall Citie of the Kingdome of Bohemia ; the | ' | 
fawe and renoWne ofthis Princeſle being di- [4 
uulged over all Germanie many monaſteries of 
poor Clares, were preſently founded both at 
| Trens, Wormes, Sefflingen, Celen . Nuaresbor, 
 Fullmgen, and 1n many otherplaces; S. C/areto 
comply to the requelt of this noble Princeſle DIS» þ | 
' Agnes (ent vato her certaine Religious women pray. i 
of moſt holy and exemplar life,-to found and Ts | _ 
couerne the ſayd houſe in the ſtrit obſer- ns 
'uance ofthe Rule and Pouerty both in Bohemsa 
'and Geramante, 

_ iTwenty yeares beforethe happy death of S. | / 
Ciare,the Catholick Kingdome with greatioy | | F 
teceiued her Religious, Who arrinedtbere by | 
the guide of the Almighty:for the yeare 1233. 
the Saint comandedtwo of her kinſwomeE to 
wit Siſter Yenesand Siſter Clare her coſins, to 
take Shipping for Spe, therete found and 
ee monaſteries; they came vato Barcelone in | parag. 
| R a little | 
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[a little] Barque without files, Oares or fie 
nepaſling the dangers and perils of the me 
diterrancan iea,hanin; God only their marine 
| and guide, the inhabivage of the Citie amaze; 
at the nouelty and a&mirable accident, an; 
{ {conſidering the integritig andholy fimplicin 
| ofthele modeſt and young Religious women 
and beholding Shams? and Contewpribl at. 
tire, they receined them into Barcelone, gs An 
| Sulm 7 \ gells ſent from heauen, gluing vnto them the 
| ca Zur | Church of S. Anthonie for their dwelling: ir 
wad ad | !Mitation of them, great number of Damſcel|z 
coecrated the ineſtimable pearle of their yir- 
ginity, tothe heavenly ſpouſe; profeſſing the 
| fame Rule, ereing many monaſteries princi. 
ally in the famous Citic of Salamanca, Vale. 
delid Bourges and*Z wmora; and other places. 
The noble lowerdeluce did not only re- 
412m. ceaue this happy lighe but placed ir neare vato 
12138, (her Royall Cite, contributing cheryato of 
| parag.13 her owne ſtemme, the more to innoble and 
detzs a 2vemcethe luſter therof: forthe Lady Ifabeil; 
parag.7. ' Siſter ro S. LewysKivg of France; & the Lady 
| Zamore | 1476 caughter to the King of N auerre, con: 
1229, |temned the world and dedicated vnte God the 
Purag.zz Ieare pleige of thoir virginity in the 
wad ad Convent,near I ars calledlong Champ a yeare 
[e225 4 'afcerthe olorious deceaſe ofthe Sainte; wherby 
'parap $3 wee may ; gather that the ſayd Connent W.s 
Terom, | buile before herdeath, the I1ik2 honour hath 
Pler.l.2 bene afforded to the monaſteries of Rheme,, 
 Bordraux, Mont-Pelhere, and many other places. 
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M07 dimers great Princeſſes who be-] 
' came Religious Wormen of the | 
Order of fainte Clare. 


CHAP. XVIL- | 


OT wichout great reaſon may wee Gog Plabm. 
with the kingly Prophet; Warbliog this | , 
melodious note, Adaucentur regs virgi- | 
rs poteam: wee know very well thataccor-| 
ling tothe letter thisis ſpoken of the ſacred | 
nother of God, who by pronominationorex-| 
cellencie hath "acquired this Epithet of ho- 
tour and ſublime prerogative to be the virgin | 
of virgins: for that $she was the firit who ma-| 
lethatnoble Vow giuing therby a rare exam - | 
ple, toail vertuous darmſells, to preſent cothe| 
heauenly King their virgioall purity, a lewell| 
of ineſtimable worth {till then vaknowae in| 
FW iotheworld) by that generofity to purchaſe | 
Wthe noble crowne of Virginity, I doubt not] 
Wbut the ſame may bediuulged tothe prayſe of | 
the refulgce Suone of virgins in her eimeB.S, 
Clare, fithſo many millions of devout Soules| 
MW with greatioy and alacrity of ſpirit, haue de: 
Genes themſelues toGod: and admi riog the | 
W'-ſplendent Rayes of her ſupereminent graces, 
have contEned the pleafures of this worid,to| | 
mitate the perfeRions of this noble L ady:\ vn-| 
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der r whoſe inſtryRions they voluntarily enrol. 
led themſclues: taking herfor their watch- 
Tower, and bright torch, which Shouldligh.| 
tenand direct them: whilſt they flote on the 
ſurging Waues ofthis dangerous and yncor- 
ſtant Sea, yea many Princeſſes haue refuſed 
the moſt honorable and aduantagious allyans; 
 cesinthe world, for to bind themſclues \AC- 
cording tothe example of her pouertie, to in 


auſtere life , humility and other mortifica- 


tions. | 

I: will not be from onr purpole'to produce 
ſome of the greateſt Ladies ofehe world, who 
haue made. themfelues more famous and illus 
ftrious by embraceing this poore recluſe lite, 
then by their noble extration. ' 
| B, Agnesaboue mentioned daughter to 
the King of Bohemia Was promiſed in marriz- 
ge,to the Emperour Brederiethe ſecond. but 
ſhe refuſed to conſent, dedicating her virei. 


| nity vnto God 1na monaſterie at Prague of the 
| Order of S. C/are Which she had erected, the 
| Emperour vnderſtandingthat his Eſpouſe, had 
| forſaken the world: atthe firſt incounter, he 

ras much diſquyeted, bue after refleing that 
she had not forſaken him toioyne her [cife to 
| any other Prince, but for le/«ws Chri/t, before 
; who all the K'ngs of the earth areas Wormes 
poore,| naked, and miſerable, he reſted ſatil 
| ſyed. and well ediſyed, Her Father intending; 


| to aſgne a good penſion, andrent tothe mo 
na of his daughter to prouide for the 
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| emporall neceſſities therof, she reſiſted ther- | 
rnto, very conſtantly: defiring to live and 


Mic intention of the Seraphicall Father S, 
W745 concerning the vour of Pouerty: the| | 
W/:vghters of mavy Kings, Princes, Dukes,Ear- | 
les and other great Lords in Germenre, haue 
forſaken the World, and the vanities therof 
following the footſteps of S. Clere and this! 
coble Princelle Lgnes, | 
Lene daughter to the king of Nawerre more 


teeming the Kingdome ot heauen then of | Luc. | 


the earth, conſecrated her ſelfe to God, ia the W44.44 | 


133| | | 


{ye poore, and to be mantained of Almes,con- |. | 
tormable ro the Rule: obſeruing very exactly [ 


CI” _ 


monaſterie of Long champ tothe admiration | 4rPPum | 
of many. Iſabella Siſter to S. Lewys King of j 1254 
France ſought and required in Marriage of | p«ragr, 
Prince Cowrard ſonne to the Emperour Frede-| 42+ 
xhe,choſe rather toſacrifice the puritie of her| | 


Royall Lilly, and the wermillion Roſe of her| annuws. | 


nirginity to her heauenly ſpouſe, thento ble- | preg. 


mich her Chriſtaline purity: wherfore the | 33.9ders | 


yeare IIF54. renoficing the vaine pomps of the , 1260 
vorld, deſpiſing all earthly Diademes, she re« | p4rag. 
cluſed her ſelfe in the monaſterie of Long-haps: 6 Os 
with ſuch feruour of ſpirit and ſandity of life, 
inregular obſeruance: that God hath ſealed | 
her holines With a number of miracles: | 
Blanche her neece daughter to Phulepp King | 

- Chron. 

tity vnto God, in the ſame monaſterie the p-2+ 1.7. 
care I3I6, ,F*Y 
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| Chron, | The Lady Sanue queene of Sicilieand Hye. 
p.2.1.8. tuſalem atew monthes after the death of Re. 
(£49.  |$er7 her Huſband coremaiog all worldly great: 
|lerow, | nes, and Courtly honour, renouncing all, she 
Plar.l. | shrouded her ſclfe ina monaſterie of poore 
2.4.27 + Clares 1a the Cittie of Naples; where this Prin. 
|ceſle Was lo great a louer of humility, as5he 
beſayght the moſt B, Father Generall ofthe 
j | Orler,chathe would pleaſe ſtriftly to prohi. 
bit al: her Siſters in Religion, that none of 
| 'th:m might call herqueene or Lady Saxcebut 
| ſimply. Siſter,the name common amongh all 
| Wad. ad \ Religious. | 
| annum. Kunegunde daughterto Arnarew King of 
1219. | Hungarie,and Siſter toS.E/1Fabeth the widdow, 
pareg 6, having lined in matrimonie the ſpace of forty 
yeares With Boleſ/az4 the chaſt King of Po- 
land, both ofthem keeping their virgioall pu- 
| rity vaſpotre1; after the death ot her Huſband 
She became Religious of the Order of $.Clare, 
she dyedthe yeare 1292. and Was famous fot 
Luc. | many miracles. | 
wad, as Her Siſter Iolerme after the death ofher 
| <boue, | Huſband Bears the pious Duke of Crecomi! 
| _. {]and Prince of Poland vadertooke the ſame 
Li | courſe of life. . z 
5-50 ps Salome daughter to the Duke of Cracow 
PET. and Siſter to Boleflaws the chalt, bauing line 
lezs 4, | Dany yeares with her Huſband Colomer K ing 
parag37 | of Galarie,preſerning the integrity of her vire! 
| 1268.7 niry, inthe {tate of matrimonie,afterthe deat 
| of her Huſbard, she received the ſacred yeile 
[ y fro 
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om the Bishopp of Cracowe and became a ; 5-0 | 
[poor Clare: herſagCtity was made manifeſt by fol, | 
many miracles Which God wrought after her | *+5+14% 
death. 
' Helena daughter to A/phon/as the third | Luce 
King of Porrugailbecame Rehgious ofthe Or-| wad. ad 
derof S. Clare: he was indowed with rare | «p7u7. 
hymility and fiogular charich towardsthe fick. | 125 9.p. | 
One day a ficklySiſter deſiring ſome cherries, | 18. 
che went and gathered ſome greene from the| | 
ree(it being tootimely to have ripe ones)anl} | p 
preſented th2m inaninſtare wholy ripeto herj | 
ick Siſter whoeating of them recovered her| _ 
perfe&t health; she-ended her life adorned| | 
Wuich rare perfetion and Was illuſtrious ad | 
Wniracles. [7 
Conſflanua Wife to Peter King of Arragon| * | 
{Wod neece to the Emperor Fredericke the ſecad, | | 
Wer the death of the King her Huſband; she! 
Wenbraced with great feruour the life ofa] | 
Moore Clare. ? F-:;/ wo 
The ſame courſe have imbraced Z-phemra' Luc, 
cavghter vnto Kodu/phw the Emperour: Jgnes wad, ad 
daughter vnto £ewys the Emperour Blanch | annum, 
laughter to the King of Navarre: Magdalene Si-| x290. 
er to Francis the moſt mighty Duke of Bra | perag.21 | 
ane: I1neand Margwerrre daughtersto Godfrey, 
Wicmoſt illuſtrious duke of Brabant, Margwerite 
Ipod Agnes daughters fo Frederich Duke of Lor. | | | | 
ane: Paulathe wife of 10hn Francis of Gongags | 1 
tft Marquis of Merivue, | | 
Philip of Gueldres of the noble and ding | 
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haaſs of Bourbon Ducheſle of Lorraine and By 
&c. after the deceaſe of Rene King of Sue he 
huſband she applyed her ſelfe to the Workes, 
piety and deuotion,and in fine Waoly forfaok 
the world,the more treely to ſerue her Cre; 
for, entring in tothe Convent of the Poor 
]Clares of Ponres Mosſſon, obſeruing exadl 
Jrhe Rule, the ſpace of 27. yeares, in great fer 
or of ſpirit and ſandtity of life, never admit 
tivg ofthe leaſt diſpenſation, she rendred he 
happy ſoule into the handes of her Creato 
the yeare 1547- and of her age 8g. leauin 
behinde her a fragrant Odour of her {wee 
virtues, and the reputation ofa great Sainte. 
The Ladye Marguerite of a3uftrie davghtert 
Maximillianthe 1I. Emperourand to Marie 
Rer to Phillep the IT, King of Spaine; Siſtert 
Rodulphms, and Mathias Emperours, and to 4 
berructhe Arch-Duke of Auſtrie, and Duke 
Brabit, &c, Bciog ſoughtio marriage of ſid 
great Princes, notWithſtanding She conten 
[cing all worldly greatnes and terrene pom! 
choſe rather to bean abie& inthe houſed 
God conſecrating.her ſelfe to his Gigine ſeru 
ceina monaſterie of S. Clare where the rig! 
oftheRule is moſt exa&ly obſerued, Trulyth 
is a rare & notable example, to behold fo gre 
a Lady and Princeſſe, to humble and deb: 
| her ſelfe! to ſo poore an1 abieR a habit, col 
tentivg her ſelfe w.tha Cell of 7, footelon 
and 5, broad, tying her ſelfe to dread 
ſting, and to "many {tri  obediences and ha 
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certifications; nevertheles this noble Lady of| |.; 
ofr18 doth eſteeme herſelfe more hotiored | | 
this yocation, Which by the inſpiration of! 


od she bath vadertakE S&boiid her (elfe vato | 
herin She laboureth to become more illu- 
rious by the greatnesof her eminence vertues Yi 
oft curiouſly elaborated and perfe&ly in - 
nuen in her ſoule, then bythe ſplendour of | 
noble anceſtoure, EY 


| « 


Of the bamilitic of ſainte 
, Clare. : 


CHAP, XVIII. 


Rofound hnmility was the firſt affured 
ſtone, and foundation [zyd by this pru-| 
dent virgin, in herbegianiog io Religion, 
er he had begunne to labourin the way of | 
Wode beivg not ignorant how this virtue in 

erfetion, is the Regent and gouuerneſſe of 
ood Workes, the treaſurer of merits,the foun. 


z 


th the ſmoke of vaine glory, (a poiſon moſt 
MWilily (wallowed, and fed bo good workes 

hemſelues) for being Foundreſſe of ſo many 
nenaſteries, and mother of an innumerable 
umber of Danghters: for she gouverned by | 
oly Obedience, trembling vader the burchen 
ivaine worldly dignities: eroly it isa great 
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' | She at« 
{rri6ures 
' [her 


wiracles 
ro orbers 


{immenſe Jiberality: She was yery dexterou;| 


\imploring his aſſiſtance, $he ſent them to her 


| miſeriezafter this ſort Sumble Clare the more 
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folly to glory in honour ,.and Superiority , 
for which Wee shall one day pay adeare price,| 
fith that of 4178 chat bath recerued much, mui 
shalli be requered: and as all proceedes from Got 
ſoshould all be referredto him: and be doth 
no. deſerve to receive any new benefit, who 
maleuolouſly doth attribute to him ſelfe | 
What totally apertaineth voto God, allpro-| 
ceeding from the inexhauſtible foiitaine of his| 


& diſcreet, in concealing the heauEly fauours, 
and thatin ſo ſweer,and innocent a maner, as 
it was moſt remarkable: makiog notthelcaſ} 
$].cw of what had happened.If Obedience or 
charity did vrge her rololace theafliaged, after 
She had prayedto our Lord with great feruor 


mother Siſter Hor1xlansor to ſome other Re 
ligivus Wome conſpicuous for SainRity, thit 
totem mig;!t beatiributed the cure and whe 
any ove Would referre the honour to her, 
$:.e vterly cenyed it , viing this ordinarie 
{le:ghe: ſaying, if I could cure the ficke , | 
would ſolace wy ſelic, for I ly languishiog (o 
many + cares, but cannot dye, would I /thioke 
you? )beſoinconſiderateastacureothers,and 
permitt my ſelfe to remaine and perish in my 


She Was adorned with: Celcitiall gifts, graces, 
and miracles, the more $he (till depreſied and 
humbled her ſeife; ro the deſcent of her ow'e 
nothing, keeping all theſe heaueniy iauov's 
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within the ſacred Cloſet of her heart, never 
defiring of other Herauld to publish her per | 


yaine glory Which doth ly hid in the very 
center of the ſoule, and often doth lurcke 
rnderthe moſt refined ſpirirgallity, if-10fati.- 
gable diligence be nor vied to expullent. Her 


| 


uants.atthefeete of all, and the loweſt of all; | 
and for no honour Winch was ever done vYnto 
her did she ever digrefſe from this humility | 
W.erin her heart was ſettled : herattire Was 
poore, and humble, her exerciſes were abie&t 
lowly and contemptible, and finally her ſpeech 
was deuoid of all ſelfe conceiptrepuecing her 
ſelfe as a worme of theearth. She diſdained 
notto execute the officeof a ſetuant washing 
of the feete of her Religious and feruivgthem 
atthetable when as he commanded any thing 
It W25s With great repugnance, deſiring rather 
to obay then to command,she exhibired to the 
ficke all kind of ſeruice how vile or abic& 


immundicities, She often washed the Feete of 
tne lay Siſters when they returned home from | 


|begging and Wipeing them $he kiſfed them) 


with great denotion: onetime it chanced chat 
Washingone of their Feet which she embraced 
but the Siſter refaſing that a@ of humility| 
withdrew her Feet , but shedidir ſo rudely} 
that he gaue she Sainte therwith a preat dash' 
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locked ynder the key of humble moeſtie, | 


fetions,then a moſt profound filence, ſifliog |. 


greateſt ambition Was to be ſeruant'of ſer | 


ſocuer cleanſing the toatbſomeſt: and fowleſt | 
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on the face , yet ſo farre was the virgin from 
being offended therwith that on the coatr 

she mildly rocke the Foot ef the Siſter a- 
| againe and kifled the ſole therof: thus did this 
I 06.15 | true Eſpouſe of Chri# Tefſws aceomplichthe do- 
Qrine of her Maiſter and theexample whieh 
d 1 heleft when he washed the Feete of his Apo: 

| 


ſtles. An a& of greatnote Which happened in 
| her preſence doth shew the Rreat reckonung 
£ 


1 $he made of humilitie; An Roglisb Freer Mi- 
nor ,and DoRour in diuinity preaching at the 
 Monaſterieof S. Damien inthe preſence of $, 
Clare,and of B.BrotherGiles thethird diſciple 
{ of S. Frexces , a Lay brother by profeſſion, and 
indewed with an admirable fimplicitie and 
| ſanRity of life, he defired (asazealous frifd of 
humilicy)te make tryall of the fayd virtue in| 
this Preacher , therfore in the middeſt ofhis; 
Sermon he willed him to befilent for that hei 
himſelfe intended to Preachzimmediatly the 
| divine gaue ouer and Brother Giles with great 
feruour propounded moſt high and ſublime 
matters to the great aſtonishmener of his an- 
| drence, then turning him (elfe to the diuine he 
| willed him to proſecute his diſcourſe, Whers 
' | vnto he obayeds which F. Clare beholding er 
claimed with ioycand exultation : this day is 
| fulfilled one of the cheefe defires of our Sera 
| | phicall Father S. Frenczs Who often reiterated 

| faying: 1 defire my Religious should be ſo 
| humblethar a DoRour in Diuioity intending 
to preach Should giue oucr at the word of 4 
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| f,mple lay Brother and gine him the place? 
I affure you my deer Siſters this preacher 
hath wore edifyed me then if he had rayſed 
the dead. | 


Of the perſef? obedtence of S. 
. Clare. - 


24 


| CHAP- XIX. ; 


| 

| He glorious Virgine$.Clere' hadin fin 

| 8 fit recommendation the virtue ofho-: 
| * ly Obedience produceing the example 

the Gentiles fayth, /e/wv Chreft hath annihilated | 
bimſelfe eaking the forme of a Servant bec6- 
| ming obedient ynto death, yea the death of the 

| crofle ſubmitting himſelfe to ſo hard an obe- 

{dience as to Fndergoe the moſt ſcandalous ig- 

nominious and painfulleſt death in the-world: 
thelitele and humble ſeruane of God Clare ha-} 


perſeuerantly bow vader the yoake of bis c6.- | 
mandement in moſt plyable and obedient man- 
ner , reſpeRing the perſon of Godin him and } 
eſteeming him as the interpretovr of the dt 
 Uine Will: She voafolded to him the motions. 


attentiuely to bis iaſtruions and exaRly ful: | 
| filling his commandes .as if they had bene d1- | 


| = _ 
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{of the ſonne of God of who the DoRourof | 


uivg Yowed obedience toS. Francis did allways 


ofher heart with an Angelical purity liſtening| 
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vine Oracles:t ce yeares after her converſion 
? 1s through great humility she defired to obay ra 
T-; , ther then command,to be a ſubicR rather then 
P-1.%%* | Superiour,to ſeruc amongſt the handmaides of 
| yd lefws Chriſt rather then tobeſerued : she moſt 
| ng 4 humbly beſonght the Seraphicall Father tore 
| | leaſe and free her from the chardge and title of 
EHP | Abbeſſe, and ro make her the loweft inthe 
'S15-I: houſe, whervnto he would inno'ſort conſent: 
kg but commanded her for obedience and charity 
tocontinuetheſame : she knowing yery well 
that to obay is requiſit to haue feete to runne 
Wings to fly and handes to execute whatſoever 
| the Superiour doth ordaine bc wed her $houl 
ders tot'e burthen-and accepted the chardge 
denyirg her oWnewill: which iogendredin 
| her ſoule mote feare thenpreſumption wherby 
She became rather ſubie& thenfree.sS, Franc 
Lue, | ſayd one day vnto her:my danghter prepare 
| W 4d, | your lelfe to goe whither ſocuer I wi'lſend 
[adanni | you,she madeanſwere with great humility & 
1 202 &. | ſubmiMion asacruechild of obedienee, Father 
z2. diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe I am yours] 
haue conſecrated my will vato God , itis no 
| more my owne ,. Iam ready to goe Whither 
ſnener you thinke Conuenient:a noble ſentence 
Worthy of $. Clare , and to be well imprinted 
JE | inche hearr of euery Religious pers6,reducing 
| to their minde how op the day oftheir Profeſ. 
fonby the vowe of obedience they haue fo 
{ diſpoiled them(ſclnes of their owne will that 
they haue' vo moreright thervato:and if they 
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|fromall tranfitorie cares: finally it is the ſollid 
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cal it backe vſeing it at their ewne liberty the? 
are proprietaries before God viurping by a 


irregular a& what they bad eonſecrated to| 


Godby thezr Profefion. 


of the pomrrty of Sainte Clare, 
ana ber great Yale to- 
this wirtue. 


 CHAF, XX.'. 


VR Redeemer Chr Teſw intending to 


; lem deſcending from heauen: in hisad- 
mirable ſermon on the mountaine began by 


the recommendation of Pouerty , B. are the| 


Poore of ſpirir:giueing her the firlt place,as to) 
her that beggertechall other virtues,fer truely | 
Monaſticall Pouerty doth quite bannish and! 
take away all cares and incombrances which | 
doe deprefle aman: it is the dire& way to 

heauen ,the expulſer of ſadnes, nurſe of peace: 


and the beeſome which doth cleanſe the ſonle | 


Of Sainte. Clare. "+ 14 | 


lay the foundation of the new Hieruſa- | 


| 
foundation of all Euangelicall perfeRio caught 
and praiſed by our Redeemer: in whoſe| 
handes areall the boundes of the careh,and yer| 
he had not one Foote of ground where to re- 
tire him ſelfe : vpon this perfeRion bath the 


had Re ed. etc 


Catholick Churehb beene. grounded by the A- | 


pritties | 
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Seraphicall Father hath ſecurely piled his Or. | 
der, cherrishing her as a moſt noble Orient | 


{pearle: ſtileing ber his Mother, Miſtreſſe, La- 


dye,and Queene: vpon this perfeRioa his holy | 
diſciple and eldeſt daughter S. Clare would 
plantand eſtablish her Religion: forin the be- 
ginning of her conuerſis she cauſed her whole 


| ioheritance and patrimonie to be ſold reſer- 
| uing nothing to herſelfe:diſpoiling her ſelfe of 


all tranfitorie riches to ſacrifiſe thern at the| 
foote of the Crucifix, hauiog inthis ſort exte 
riourly abandoned the world , and interiourly 


[inriched her foule she ranne after her beloued 


far morelightly being freed from the þurthen 
of terrene things : she contracted (o tri an 
amitie with holy poxctty and became ſo ena- 


| moured therof, as she would enioye nothing 


bur naked Tefſws, neither wonld she permitt 
her daughters to poſſeſſe any other riches, and 
With chis Foaogelicall rrafficke she purchaſed 
the ioeſtitvablecreaſure of Celeſttall Beatitude| 
inlieu of all other things whichshe had ſold, 
acknowledging 'that the ſame could in no ſort 
be enioyed together with the diſtration and 


| | occupation of temporall things:inſtruRing her 


Religious the would often ſay yato them that 


| God Whea « 


| 


[their pany would be then gratefull vnto 


ey were moſt rich in Poverty, [ll 
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if ut Were allwayes fortifyed- and inuironed 
with the rampiers and ſtrong bulwarkes of 
pouerty : She allſo admonished her beloued 
daughters in Chriſt Te/us to conforme them- 
(clues to him lyipg pooren the bed of pouerty, | 
and being bat newly borne was by the moſt 
acred virgin his Mother layed iathe wanger:. 
and in his life poſlefſed nothing living of con- 
tinuall allmes, and dyed wholy naked on the 
Crolle, His deuout ſoule receaued with great 


the doores;. having demaunded it for the loue 
of God,Shewing noſuch content at the ſight of 
whole loaves'She Would never heare of rEces, 
revenewes, penſions , oravy ſtable poſſeſſions. 
Pope Gregorie the ninth louing this Efpouſe 


viog at Aſo/ſiwm the yeare 1228. for the-Cano- 
0ization of the Seraphicall Father S. Francs be 
fore he made hisentrie into the Citty-he-went 


other diſcourſes he laboured.to periurade her 


toadmitt of rents, alleadging the great viciſli- | 


{Wade and alterations of times, warres , incur. 


d 


fon of Encmies,and pilladge of Countries,the | 


coldnes of Peoples devotion towards the 


poore of leſwsChrift, the ponerty and mileric | 


ofthe world; wherforg he iudgedit conue: 
nient she should be eſtablishedio ſome ſecuri 


ty by rents and poſſe(fions , he proferring him. | 


145; 


joye and comfort the peeces and morcells of | 
bread Which the Religious meabroughttrom | 


of Ie/ws-Chreft, With a fatherlyaffeRion, arri« | 


to viſite his deer daughter Clare, and amongſt 
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i{elfets beflow them vpon her; ; bur all « theſe 


waighty reaſons and faire offers 10yned With 


| che ſoucraigne authority of ſo grear a Prelate 


Were not offorce to make her conſent or chige 
her wod aunted reſolution , wherfore the Pope 


| Iſayd vnto her my daughter if you feareto 
 |breake o1 infringe your vowe I will abſolne 


you from that obligation ; but the couragions 
virgin aniwered him preſently With great pro- 


[fot humility moſt holy Father I shall beeuer 


glad to receaue from your holines the abſolu- 


| tion of allmy ſinnes; bur I neuerdefire to be 


abſolued from following the pathes and ſteps 
of my Redeemer Chris? le/me: D1any Prelatsaod 
greatperſonscameto viſitt her W110 counſeiled 


| her to mitigate her Rule inthe point ofpo- 
| uerty and auſterity; but after she had well way. 


ghed che affaire and recommended the ſequel 
to God ghefully reſolued to 'obſerue the fir 


| Rule which had bene given her by theSeraphi- 
| cali Father S, Fraxczs conſidering that our Lord 
| Would giue ſufficient ſtrength and forees to 


thoſe whom heshould call techis B, Nate and 
happy condition to vndergoe it : to conclude: 
all hercareand cheefe ſtudie was in all the de: 


| grees of perfeR pouerty ro conforme her (elfe 
| to naked Chreft crucityed , fo that no terrent 
| thing shopld beable to ſeparate the poore vir 
[ gin from her beloued nor impeach her from 


running after the ſweete Odour of His per: 


fumes. 


a 
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How Sain&e Clare demanded of Pote| 
Innocent the forth the. pri- 


mileage of do#erty. ll ; : 


CHAP. XR1. 


Any priuiledges are dayly ſought for 
M: 


demaunded ofthe ſoueraigne Biſ- 
p , but neuer hath the like to this' 

bene Ri 7 which the prudent virgin'aad 
humble ſuppliant Clare did ſeeke for: for defi- 
ring to intitle her Religion with thetitle of 
pouerty,she demaunded ofPope Innocent the 
ae priviledge of pouerty:tohaue pouer-: 
ty for herpatrimony pouerty for her conſola-' 
tion ,pouerty for the ſolace ofall ker diftreſſes 
and pouerty for the fundameatall ſtone of her 
Order: his holines who had neuerheard ſuch ' 
a demaund or bene preſented with the like| 


—_ 


ſupplication amazed at her generous arc 


tion and admirable couſtancy auoutched-pu- 
blickly before the Cardinalls, and the Whole 
Court: thatthe like priviledge had neuerbene 
demaunded ofthe Sea Apoſtolick: nevertheles 
he highly extolled her magoanimous requeſt: 
and fince she defired with her daughters v1 
lead an Apoſtolicall life he graunted herfſuit] 
and totheendanew &vnaccuſtomed fauour 
might comply With a new requeſtthe Pope 
with great content write with his owae hand ; 
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the firſt letter of priuiledges, watering it with 
tcares of deuotion, 


—_ 


[ The Ball of "Pope Innocent the fourth how 

-/ 318 the Religions of Sainte Clare | 
j I may not be conflrained to 

| | receaue rents or 


poſſeſſions. 


' Nnocent Bishop ſeruant ofthe ſeronants of 
God to his deerly beloved davghters 1n Te- 
( fs Chriſt: Clare Abbeſſe and the other Si- 
ſters ofthe monaſtery of F. Damier at Iſcrſium, 
| Jas wellpreſentas to come health and Apoſte- 
licall benediQion ; ſeing that it 15 manifeſt that 
you hane ſoldall your goods to beſtow them 
1 on the poore the better to renounce the 
1 thoughts and deſires of temporall things defi-i 
ring to be wholy dedicated yato God,and that 
| you haue a firwe reſoluti6 notto.hold in what 
tort ſocuer any poſſeſſions or immoueable 
|goods following in all things the footſteps 
of him Who forvs was made poore the way 
\therruth, and the life ; neither is the neceſſity 
and want of temporall things able to terrific 
you from this firme purpoſe for ſo much as the 
| left hand of your heauenly ſpouſe is voder your 
{ head to ſuſtaine the great feeblenes o7your bo- 
| dye the which you kaue ſubieed vnto the 
| law ofthe ſpiritr with great feruour of charity 


| ty 
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that Lord who feedeth the birds of theair and ' 


\ſentletters, that you may not be conſtrained 
'by any Whoſoeuer he be, to hane, take, or re- 
(taineany temporall poſſeſſions:and if any mayd 


trouble your monaſterie :and ifanyperſon Ec- | 


\tution and confirmation, attempt in what ſort 
ſoeuer to doe contrary to the ſame, and after 
|hauing bene three divers times reprehended; 
[and aduertiſed , dorh not amend and makedue; 


| 
| 


1 


yuorer 


cloatheth the hearbs of the feilds will reward 


you With himſelfe in eternity : when hisrighe | 


hand Shall embrace you gloriouſly in his: per- 
fet viſion, Mooued heerwith as allſo for that 


TEES  COCC—_ 


you demaund of vs With great humiluy thae 
wee Would confirme vnto you with our Apo- 
tolicall graunt: theſayd reſojution Which you | 
haue taken to follow the moſt high pouerty 
wee yeeld vato you by the tenour of thele pre- 


would not or could not keepe this Rulelet 


her not remaine with you but be ſtraight way | 
ſent vato ſome other place : alſo wee ordaine | 


and forbid that no perſon of what quallity or 
condition ſocuer he may be, be fo bold as to 


clefiaſticall or ſecular knowing this our conſti- 


atisfaRtion for hisfault, he $hall bedepriued 
of his office, dignity, and honour : and that 
one may k1nowe ſuch a perſon allready to be 


condemned for his wickednes by the iuſt indg-| *' 
ment of God, he shiil be cut of from the holy | 


communion of all fairchfall Chriſtians. and 


jj Shall beguilry of the dinine vengeance at the 
laſtiudgment : but thoſe who love youallin| 
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| Chrif/ Jeſs, and your Order, ſpecially the mo: 
i naſtery of $417 Damien; the peace of Godbe 
Wh withthem , tothe end they may receaue the 
[4 fruit of their good Workes and way find the 
i recompenCce of crernall beatitude at the day cf 
{2 the rigorous and laſt indgment. | 
, Of the greet promidence of God towards S, 
| | a Cla reE. | 
] TT isa notable draughe and figne of the fin- 


E -. | enlar prouidece of God that ſo many poore 
Religious not reſeruing any temporal, 
' a © | goods nor ſo much as the freedowe or poiver 
to Wish or deſire againe thoſe goodes which 
| they have renoune-d and abandoned by aner: 
= prefe and voluntary yowe: wholy relying on 
E the ſaccour of thediuine providence , doe yet 
| ' | never Want notirrishment or neceſſarie main- 
tenance for this life: Ir is a conenant and com- 
promide of mucuall obligation , (according te 
the ſaying of S. Francs , ) made betweene God 
- andthe Religious: to wit that the Religiou 
E | for their partshould forſake and abandone all: 
| and our Lord for his part should maintain: 
. and nourish them , and that notio the natur 
1 that a Maſter doth his ſeruants: butas a Fa 
{ ther doth his Children: ic appertaines to tha 
Rf - 


Fre —_—__ yes _—ana—_ 


Ro _—_ 


Wc. —_— —_— es CE. am Am uma —_—_— 


Of Ss: Clare. | ol } 


\foucraig gne prouidence of God, to prouide the 
ofallthings neceflaries Which his pietie-per- 
|formeth with fuch aſſiduous care,as ifhe tooke | 
|a fiogular delighe thereio. Os this divine| 
proutdence the prudent vitgin Clere bath foun-! 
ded her Order, Religion, and Familie.It Shall | 
not be from our purpoſe, to record two mira. | l 
cles, which did ſprivg from the merits ofthis | ol 
zealous louer of pouerty One day it chanced, : 
that there was not in all the Monaſterie one. 
loafe of Bread, and the houre of dinner being || | 
come , the Saime called the Diſpenſier whici | 
Was Sifter Cecilie of Spoletwm , ad appointed 
herto divide the loafe in two,and to fend halfe | | 
tothe Religious Brothers , who ſerueJ with- } | | 


ont,and reſerve the other helfe for et emſelues: | 
1 
! 


whereof she should make Gfty portions, be-| 
caule there wereſo many Religrous: andehar 

he should.lay them on the table of poverty: 

| Wherevato the DY/penſier anſwered : thatthe | 
miracles of le/us Chrift were needfull to make 
lo maby portions forth of ſoſmall a quantity | 
of bread, but S.Clarereplyed,my daughter doe; 
What I bid you. The Religious Woman Wear 
W preſently ro effect the commanund of her Ab-| | 
[beſle ; who weot to-prayer Wihallher Reli-, | | 
[cious., preſenting their voW<cs and teares ol | 
|cheirheauenly Spouſe , and immediately , by; 
We divine goodnes, the ſmall peeces of bread 
[id fo augment in th&handes of the Diſpenſier| q.- 
What cuttthem , that they ſuffiſel forthe refe-|. ; 
[ion of | che : Community, T his Wasaftroake, 
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{was in this ſore delighted to conſole 


ſort often prouide by extraordinary meanes 
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of the paternall pronidence of God, who 


| 


thoſe who ſerued him , with ſo free a hart, It 
happened an other time that the ſeruants of | 
| Teſws Chriſt wanted oyle, fo thatthey had not] 
ſufficient ro drefſe meate for the licke: $.Ciere| 
being aduertiſed of this neceſſity , tookeapott| 
which { as Miſtreſle of humility )she washed 
With her owWne handes : then ſent it to the 
'Turne-wheeles to the end abrother might| 
goe begg ſome for the loue of God: the B.| 
Damfell recommendipg this want to the 
 prouidence of God : the Religious brother 
being called found the ſayd pott miraculouſly 
full of excellent oyle : wherfore thipking that 
the Siſters had called him without neceſſity, 
murmuringto himſelfe, he ſayd , theſe Siſters 
knowe not Woat they would "haus , their 
pott being full of pure oyle. God did in this 


for the neceſſities of his poore hand mayde 
by the interceſſion of their prudent Mother, 
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of the anſlere mortification faſles and abſti- 
 wence of 5, Clare, 


CHAP. XXIII. 


1 


ter diſordered appetites, ſ{ecking eaſcand de- | 


abſtinence and pennanceandall as of virtue 


this tirant doth ever wage Warre againſt reaſon | 
precipitating her in to many vnworthy as; | 
wherforeit is requiſite to ebaſtiſe the rebelli- | 


ous flesh, bumbling and ſubduing her by au- 


ſterity , pennance,, mortificationang ſtripes, 


ring her in Nature ofa flaue teaching herto | 
obay the commaundements, Ofreaſon;inthis | 


lortdid $, Cleretriumph,forche wag ſo ſeuere 


and in ſome ſort cruell tother owne bodye: as | 
W'o her deadly enemice., her life was no lite bur | 


:lite of contiguall faſting, never deſiſting for 


| Lthough the Bodye hath deene ginen | 
NY vatothe ſoulefor adecrand inſeparable | 

companion to be herſubie& and with-| 
out refiſtance in all chings to obay ker will; | 
notWithitanding after the finne of our firſt Fa- || 
ther ,she is*become rebellious, and violating | 
he bandes of amity 1s turned into aterce and | 
cruel enemy , refuſing to be ſubieRto any but | 


light inſoaſuall pleaſures, flyzng montification | 
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ter infirmity or aby other occaſion how vre | 
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zent ſocuer. She cloathed her innocentbody| 
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}haire jaterlaced with hard knotts, which onc 


[maunged her to lye vpon chafte : the rigouro 


was ſuſtained by divine virtue : When She hat 


A 


114 i T he admirable life 


wirh one (ingle habitt all patched anda cloak 
of groſte cloath rather to couer her bod; 
then to defend it from the importunities of the 
ſeaſons , neuer Wearing ſtockings nor shoos tc 
gefend herſelfe from the cold; this Eſpouleq 
leſjws Chrift invented ncuy wayesto cloath he: 
ſelfe wich the lineries of her ſpeuſe for 5h 
cauſed to be made a tunick of hoges hair 
Which she wore next her skinne , this was 
not (ufficient toaſlwage the heate of her lout 
nor {atiat thedefire she had of doing pennanc; 


for she wore beſides a Cilice made of hor 


Siſter .2gnes of Aſſum borrowed of her wit 
greatimportuoity but hating experienced th 
Sharponestherofshe reſtored 1tto $.,Clare mor 
readily then $he had toyfally borrowed it, al 
miring how ſo render a body could ſupportit; 
her ordinary bed was the bare ground vlſing 
ſometimes to lye vpon the cuttings of vigne 
and a block of \vood for her bolſter or pillow 
Sherent her body with cruell and hard diſci 
plines; by theſe feruorous auſterities ſabduing 
theflerh and preſerujng the luſtre of her virg! 
oall purity: but jn regard that the rigorous lik 
wheriwith she afftited her body broughthe 
to ficknes, the holy Father Yy. F-awcs com 


her abltinence in her faſtes was ſuch rhit shi 
could not maintatne her boJyia life ſo little Jic 
She eat, Wrherfore it Was apparent that's! 
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| Of S. Clare. I551- 
erhealthshe faſted from all Saints to Chriit- 
125and the wrhole Lent with bread and water 
Wccepe the Sundayes: and which is more ad- 
pirable three dayes in the weeke to Wit, | 
Mnnday Wedneſday and Fryday in the| 
MLcntsbeeat nothing at all, and the better to 
Milpoſe her ſelfe for the faſtes commanunded by 
Mic Church on the Eves of the fayd. faſtes 5c 
Met nothing bur bread and water; waerfore 
<< need not Wonder if fuch arigourſo long 
Montioued bred many iafirmities 1n this holy| 
Mritgio excennatiog herforces,and ouerthrow-| | 
Mis the oaturall vigour and health ofher body,] | 
hedeuour Religious daughters of this holy 
WMnother had exceeding compaſſion of her bit-| 
Mic'ly lamentiog the yatimely death which she | 
\Mroluntarily procured her ſelfe , for remedy 
| 


wherof $. France and the Bishop of 4þ[tu | 
Miorbad herthoſe three dayes offaſt which eue- 
Wy weeke sheinflifted on herſelfe,, and com- 
rMnaunded hernot to palle one day without ta- 
\Mkiog ac che leaſt anoiice and a halfe of bread to} 
MFcooſerue life; and alibeit ſuch greeuous affli- 
\Mtions of the body doe accuſtome to breed| 
Mio ſome afflition tothe heart, yerin herit| 
Miroduced acontrary effte& for hercoiitenance 
M25 cucr mild and ioyfullia all her auſterities,; 
\M'0 as he ſeemed to have no feeling of them or 
Yo feare no jaconuenience by them, ſetting light 
M*) all corporall afliQions whieh ſiciently| 
\Yo-monſtratedthat rhe ſpirituallioye wherwith' 
Yi v< Was interiourly nourished appeared exte-\ 
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| had reeeaued inthat place ,she ſaluted her Ad-| 
| vocatreſſe the glorions Queene of Angells; 


The adenine hife 
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| rioury 7 in her holy face; becauſe the true lous 


of the heart maketh pennance- 1weer and 
only 


am. 


How Same Francis and Cainte Clare 
wade their reſefion together and of 


43 admirable rapt. 


© CHAP. XXIV: 


HE chaſt and ynſpotted Turtle Clare 
was ſingularly denoted and affeed to 
. the Church of Portiancula it being the 
place where She had giuen the tickett of de- 
fyance to the No the Alltar of the 
ſouneraine Queene of heauen and catth con- 
ſecrating her ſelfe to /eſus Chrift her immortall 
Spouſe ; therfore she feruently deſired to viſit 
! orice morethis ſacred chappell whervnto ſai 
| Francs condeſcended not without the dinine 
| ta{pirationWho intended to worke great mat- 
ters by this boly ron ence. This holy virgin 
{Mecompanyed with ſame of her Religious Si- 
| ſters entred into this holy temple, wher along} 
| timeshe preſented her prayer vnto God, yeel- 
; ding him thankes for the fauours which She 


— 


# and viſited all the Alltars S. Francs going forth 


| of the place, ordained a napkinne to be ſpread 
| — RA A 
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gan ſo highly to diſcourle of digine myſteries 1 
that both himſelfe $.C/areand all che Religions 
\mea and Woemen there preſent were raptin 
extaſie , theireyes elenated on high and their; 
ſoules in a manner tranſported to heauen? at 
che ſame ioNar the Cittizens of Aim beheld, 
the houſe of our Lady ot Aegells to burne. and; 
all the bordering place and mountaine adiacent | 
'but aboue all the fire ouer the monaſterie ſee- 

med moſt raging and vehement wherfore they 
| haſtenel from all fides to quench 1t, but com- 

ming tothe place they faund acither fyre nor | - 
| fame but only of the holy ghoſt whom they. 
conſidered and acknowledged in the counte- 
ances andaſpefs of thoſe whom they found 
yet fitting abſorbed in God with S. C/are,, and | 
jher companions , from whence awaking ; and 
\perceauing the heauenly grace they caſted licele ; | 
els, being allready ſaciated and full of chis ſp1- | 
rituall food : thus every one retired yeelding 
thankes to God, whodoth preſent and afford 

bimſelfe to thoſe Who doe vnitethemſelugs to | 
him by Charity S.Clarereturned to her Mona-| 
ſtery of S, Damian Wher ber Religious recea-! 
ued her With fingularconſolation becauſe they 
feared S. Francs Would haueſent her ro found | 
a M onaſteric in ſome other place as he had} 

done to her Siſter .227es to whom he gane the) 


'rouuernement of the Monaſtery neer Florence, 


A Coat 
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and d this they apprehended the more for that he | | = 
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| ding to his pouerty: forthe firit meſle he be-]  }. 
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had warned her to be ready to goe > Whither 
{ocuer heshould thinke BUS. | 


' The coppic wy a letter which S. Agnes 
. writt from Florence to her Siſter 
' Sajnte Clare , and to all 
the Religions of S. 
Damian, 


CHAP. XAV. 


IO the vonbriblens! beloued Lady and 
| | Mother in our Lord leſus Chriſt Clare & 
| toall her Convnene humble Siſter 4g mes 
theleaſt of the diſciples of [e/us Chrift and of 
| yours, commendeth herſelfe voro you all and 
proſtrate at your feet doth yeeld you all ſub: 
miffion and devotion, ,Wishing vnte you what 
15 molt pretions from the moſt high king of 
{ings ,tothe enithatall nature that hath bene 
created of God doe acknowledge it ſeife to be 
ſuch as it can not perfiit of it ſelfe inits owne 
eſſence the divine prouicence moſt prudently 
permitteth that When any ove eſteemerh him 
{ ſelfe to be in proſperitythenishe drowned & 
 planged in adrerfity:thisI tell you my moſt] 
deer morkerthat you may knowe what affli-| 
(tion and extreame heattines poſſeſſeth my (pi: 
rit beiog ſo tormented that hardly c can 1 I ſpeak 
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|quall and naturall profeſſion aod one ſame loue | 
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ind this becauſe 1 am corporally ſeparated f16 


to haue appily lived and dyed 1n this world ſo: 
far is this my 2reefe from {lackiog that it con» 
tinually increaſeth Which as it had a beginning | 
ſo doc I belecue it will find no endin this | 
world; for itis continuall and famulliar voto { 
rethat I greatly feare it will neuer forſake | 
me. Il wasperiwaded this life and death should 

bealike Without power of any ſeparation vp 
earth amongſtthem who haue one ſame con- | 
uerſation and life in heauen and muſt have one | 
(ame ſepulture, them Iſay whom one ſamee- | 


0 


hath made Siſters, bnt ſo farre as I canſee| 
being abandoned and afliteJ on each fide, I 
am mucii miſtake O my holy Siſters, I beſeech | 
you to be reciprocally greeued with me and | 
lerevs Weep together being aſſured that you | 
Shall never experiepce any dolour like vato | 


me, this greef tormenteth me inceſſant] 
this fier burgeth my heart continually ſo that | 
being on each ſide afflited I know not what 
to thiokeneither dothany hoperemaine but ro | 
be aſliſted by vour prayers that allmig!ty God 
eaſing this afMliftion may make it tollerable | 
vnto me; O my moſt grations Mother what 


Wi5allldoe, and wat sball Ifay,fth T know | 
not thatever I sall fee you more or likewiſe | 
my-Siſters that it were lawfullfor me to vrter| 


om 


of s.C lare. 159; 


youand my holy Siſters with WhaomlT hoped | 


that Which I now feele in being ſeparated fro| 
them With whom Te/# Chriſt had conioyned | 
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'yaco you theconceipts of my ſoule as I woul| 
| defire, orthat could open wy heart vato you 
| ypon this paper then should you ſce the lively 
| and Contipualldolours that cormene me , my| 
| ſoule burneth interiourly\being aMlicted with 
' an inceſſant fyer of love, and my nart groaneth 
Ggheth and lamenteth With deſire of your pre- 
( ſence, myne eyes can not hauetheir fill of wee. 
ping and albeit I ſeeke for ſome conſolation 
againlt this bitternes yet canl find none but e- 
very thing turneth 1a to greefe , and much 
more When I confider the meanes to ſee you 
{I am intirly ſteeped in theſe angaishes, hauing 
nonethatcancomftort me in this life , but that 
I receauca little conſolation. from the liberall 
hand of our Sauiour Tef#s Chr which cauſcth 
\|me tobeſcech you all to giuethankes vato his 
divine Maiceſty, for this fauour and mercy ex- 
ended courards me : and forthat throvgh his 
grace, I find ſuch concord, peace, andcharity, 
10 this convent as by words can notbe expreſ- 
ſed,'theſe Siſters having receaued me With ex: 
{ceeding loueanddevotion, yeelding me Obe- 
dience with extraordinary promputitude and] 
'reuerence,, theyall with one accord recom- 
mend themſelues to our Lotd Jeſws Chriſt , and 
[to you my Siſter , and to all the Siſters of the| 
monaſterie, avd I recommend my felfe and 
them to your holy prayers, beſeechivg you asa 
mother to be miodfall of them and of me asof 
your daughters,and know you that they andI 
will all the dayes.of our lite obſerue and keepe 
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jour holy precepts and adaertiſemEts , beſides 

[deſire you should know that the Pope hath 

.ccorded to Whatſocuer I demaunded of him 

conformably ro your iatention and mine parti- 

cularly in the matter you know; to wit that 
wee may not poſleſſe any thing proper , Ibe- 

ech you my moſt dear mother to procure the 
tenerend Father Generall that he often viſit 
r,to comfort vs in God, Whoſe grace bewith 
jQur ſpirit. Amen, 


of the great deſire Sainte Clare had to 
| ſafſer martirdome for the 


lowe.of her Creatonr. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Church of God is of opinion that there is not 


nore noble excellent and meritorious thenthe 
Wetcellency of martirdome , in ſuch ſortas he 
xalteth che triumph of martyrs aboue the dig- 
Weity of confeſſours and yirgins, or aboue any 


nſt ground, fith /e/us ChriF hath firſt giuen his 
lentence in fauour therof: ſaying ther is no 
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He Angelicall DoQour $, Thewa: Who | 
j$ isheld es be one of the greateſt and pro-| 
foundefl deuines that hath appeared in} 


this world and a brightshiniag ftarre in the | 


nour Chriſtian Religion any a& more great | 


other degree of merit; andtruly not without | 


X greater / 
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' greater ceſtimonie of true affeRtion and lover to 
a friend,than to expoſe his oWae life tor him 
| this is performed by the glorious martrs g' 
| {uing proofe oftheir great zcale to God to the 
| lofle of their lives: Which they expole like ge 
| | | nerous champions forthe loue of their Crea- 
| |rour. $.Clere vnaderſtanding that fiue Religions 
2 6 | men ofthe Order S. Frances the yeare tzzg. hal 
1 recciued the paime of martirdome by Marmo. 
| ilin King of Marocho a great perſecutour of 
| Chriſtiansand that the Seraphicall Father had 
| bleſſed the monaſtery of Alenquer {fr6 whence 
| they were departed to goe vato martirdowe) 
; With his benediRtion, be thou bleſſed the ha 
bitation of the moſt high which haſt begot & 
brought forthto the king of heauea five beau 
tifall lowers of the colour of the Roſe and 
bloud, and of a ſweet and moſt odoriferons 
ſent ; that is fiue true Freer Minors the firſt 
fairs ofthis Order; that foreuer the Religions 
who dwell in thee obſerue moſt exactly our 
Rule;shetherfore being animated like a noble 
| Eleph hant by the beholding of bloud $hed for 
[rac, the Tous of God,her heart was ſo ferucaely in- 
|'W add, | f9:med and (ct on fire, thatshe breathed noth- 
ad annz- | 109 but martirdome and theeffaſion of her vir 
I215.5, | givall bloud , defiring ro become wholy like 
vato her $ Douſe Who was white by innocency 
{and Ruddie an1 purple io kis bloud, all her 
prayers and communions tended cowards the 
| obcaining of this feracrous defire of her ſoule, 
j wherfore inimitation of the Religious before 
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rentioned defiring to shew vnto erring and 
gaorant ſoules the true way ofſaluation, not | 
regarding her owne Weaknes nor the frailty of | 
her ſex she reſolued to palle the ſeas and to | 
eeke out the kiog Marmolin, and for the exe- | 
cution of this her generpus deſigne $he pre- { 
ſented ſupplication vpon ſupplication to the|| ) 
holy Father S.,Frazs beſeeching himtogive| - 
her[1cence and permiſfion!burthe prudent and | 
pitifull Father commaunded her toſarceaſe | 
nd to ſuppreſle the feruour of her interiour | 
notlons,perſeueringin her conuentc, declaring 
yato her that her long lifeand preſence was | ' |} 
i/lrogether needfull,fith she was ordained 1n | 
Wie Pallace of the great king for guide and mi- (| 
Wircle of his deare Eſpouſes: & that in her mo- | | 
{Woaſterie she was to vadergoe, along, tcadious, | 
and painfull martirdomes as fince hath bene | 
truly verified : fith for the ſpace of two and 
fortie yeares With a Magnanimous and inuin- | 
cible courage, she vnderwent pouerty,reoun- 
cation of her owne will, continuall faſting, | 
diſcipline, anda life moſt auſtere, with conti- 
nuall ficknes and corporall infitmity wherwith : 
She macerated her flesh withovt-all mercy or |: 

| 


pity, contemning her aduerſarie andall his 
temptations triumphing over hims crucifying. 
the flesh With the eoneupiſecnces therof, by 
this meanes gaining a glorious vicorie.of mar- | | 
tirdome, The Seraphicall Father S. Frarcss ha- | 
ling receiued the impreffion ofthe ſacred ſti- | 
pmates diſcloſed that fingular fauour to his | 
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ed. nee le ea. 


| eldeſt daughterin Chreft le/as $ Clare #hewing 
chem vato her and she made-him certaine plai-) 
|ſters to mitigare his dolour : ſome of theſe 
| plaiſters are yerreſerucd inthe ſayd Connent 
of Religious women in (frm 1 in great TY 
UCrence. | \ | 


How Saint Francis gewe hi benediftion 
| fo Sainte Clare before bis death 
aud his body Was thewed 
| Exto ber after his 
 aecesſe. 


CHAP. XXVIIL, 


' He faithfull ſeruant of God ſam?! Brevcy 
knoWing that the time approched wher:- 
| in he Should render vp his ſoule to his 
Creatour: being fick in the Citty of Af1iun 
he deſired to be carryed to our Ladies of An- 
' pells: that he might yeeld vpthe ſpirit of [ifc 
where he ha+treceaued that of grace : and ha- 
uing obtainedlicence ofche Bishop, and Go- 
vernour ofthe City he cauſed him ſelfe to be 
carried being accompanied With great part of 
the City : and being come to the hoſpital 
which is inthe midde way betweene the Ti 
& Poriwuncyla cauſing himfelfe in his bedro be 
[1layd downe on the ground and AL. himſell, 


ns I wm tr en 
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to 
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Of S. (are. #65 | 
towards 4ſiſum he beſought God for the 
People and the Citie,and wept forfceipg the | 
grcar euills and warres Which were to befall | 
it and gauc his benediRtion ſaying: be thou 
O Cuaty bleſſed by the ſouueraive Lord God, | 
becauſe by thee many: ſoules hall be ſaued, & 
many great ſeruants of God of þot\ ſexes $shall 
dwellin thee,and by meanes of thee mary shall. 
paſſe to the king of glory , after his benedi- | 
'Q10n proſecuting his way to our B Lady of | 
'Angells, Sarmre Clare his true diſciple and deare 
daughter in Teſwe Chrift fearing not to ſee him 
| before his death,(Et aMeſſenger vato him how 
\$he was10 the ſame extremity , and that he | 
 coxld not live long yea perhaps she sheuld 
'goc the firſt, and thac she felt inexplicable 
'griefe to: dy without his benedi&;on,, and 
Without the corfort of his preſence, he being 
her Maiſter and beloued Father , w' eifore 
With bended knees she befought him by the 
lacred Paſſion of our B, Sauiour that he would 
' not let her thus depart devaid of comfort but | 
'graunt her this laſt and ſingular favour asre vis| 
| fit her before he went to our Lady of Angells, 
'the Serapbicall Father SF, Frencs felt bimſelfe |. 
'moued With the bowells of fatherly eompaſ 
fion for that he could not ſatisfy herfor the 
eminent perill Wherein he was and for thatthe 
| Phifitions knights and gentlemen who did 
'tend him would not yermit him: calling for 
penne inck and paper he ſent her by a Reli- | 
'£10Us manhis beaediRion and thea lifiing vp 
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his eyes to heaven he ſayd vato him goe and 
| comfort my beloued Siſter Clare giuing her 


theſe good tidings that she $hall ſee me be- 
| fore her death and it shall be ſoone, and all her 
Siſters likewiſe to their great.conſolation. This 
{propheſic tookeeffeRt: for atter his dearh the 
Religious, Clergic, Prieſts, and multicude of| 
people carried him with all piety,reuerence 
and deuotion to the Religious of $. Damranto 
|theend they might ſee and behold this holy 
body imbellished and adorned with the ſacred 
woundes of our Redeemer, and that they 
mic ht give him rhe laſt imbracemear, 

It is not to be expreſſed Wat content S. 
Clireand her Religious Siſters received be. 
| holding the badyof their holy guide and dire» 
our : adorned with the five diamants and| 
precious pearles of his ſacred Woundes, wher- 
| fore $.Clarebrake forthinto thele wordes: O 
| God moſtadmirable in the perſon of our holy 
Father S. Frances, ith thou haſt honored him 
'Jto beare the markes of thy ſacred paſſion , the 
badges of thy croſle , the woundes and ſcarres 
| Wherby thon haſt redeemed the world and 
| £2incd a molt glorious and triumphant vifory. 
| O my daughters how happy are our eyes 
Which doe merit to behold the ſacred ſtigmats 
which God with his owne handes bath im- 
preſſed in the handes of our beloued Father: O 
thriſe happy are aurlipps wherwith wee arc 
| permitted to kifſe the woundes of his handes: 
and Feet, and that of his ſide florishivg like a 

ee OR cow 
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fresh vermillion Roſe O facted Wrounder fight 
indured by the ſonne of God tor our fines, 
and now renewed in our Seraphicall Father 
for our (akes $. Clare with her Religious ha- 


ing honoured and kiſſed the five vermillion 
Roſes of his woundes, Watered and ba 


thed his body vith their teares : she labon- | 


red (but in vaine) to have taken out one of} 
the Nailes forth of the wound of his hand 

to have conſerued it for a pretious Relicque 
wherfore she contented her fſelfe to dipp a 
cloth into the woundes of the Father which is 
to this day kept with great deuotion in the 
Convent of S'Clare in <fiiiwm: she meaſured| 
the height of his body and cauſed him tobe 

draWne1n lively colours, whichpiRure $he 
olaced in the Oratorie of her Religions the 
body Was reſtored to the people Who were 
much wearyed with their long ſtay he was car-| 
ried ro $. Georges and buriedina new tombe 
where he remained foure whole yeares yader | 
ſure cuſtodie vatill a Church was built to h1s' 
honour, at the deſpence of Pope Gregoriethe | 


preſence of a multitude of people, if you defire 
now to know the poſture ofthis B, body, it is 
inaCaue or Chapell vnder the ground, ſtan- 
ding wpright on his feet without any ſtay , his 
face turned towards the caſt, his eyes lifted vp 
to heauen looking yery attentiuely as he was 
accuſtomed in his life time, his handes ioyned 
one Within the other Within theſleeues of his 
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vinth, he himſelfe laying the firſt ſtone in the | 


| 
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habic reſting on his breaſt: in all parts his body 
is as entire & free from corrupri as at the firit 


| day: of his death : nothing being lacking vato 
him bur ſpeech and motion: his wonndes and 


the bloud of them are exceediog; fresh in this 
poſture and wanner Pope Neva the fifth with 
ſix otherperſons did find him the yeare 1449 
which was 243.yearesafter his death, he yeel. 
ded ſoſweet and fragrant a ſmell that ſcarſely 
could they ſupport it for it was ſo admirably 
penetrating that it rayſed their ſpirits into 
pane. | 


| | [- 

of the ſpirituall doffrine WherWith 
Sainte Clare noxrished hey 

| |||. || #augbters, 


CHAP, XXVII.. 


His vigilant Abbeſſe Clare was not ig. 
 norant howthe care of ſoules is great 
 perillous, and dangerous , inſych ſort as 
the moſt virttens and moſt ſufficient finde 
thereſclues oppreſied therwich ofcen fighing 
and groatſing vader the burden of their office, 
as accountable to God for the ſoules of their 
ſubieAs, according to that ſaying of the Apo: 
les: Obey yourgaides and be you ſubiett to 
them for they Wateh ouer your ſoules as thoſe 
that muſt render an account for you before the 


| 
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| 
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ace of our Lord: an Angell guardian hath bue 
one ſoule in his cuſtodie, and yer he hath often 
cough to doe , but aſuperiour hathas many | 


zules as he hath ſabie&s. For which cauſe this 
cudent 'prelate Clere did often (ceke to haue 


| 


| 


ed her ſelfefrom the chardge, bur obedience 
nd charity forced herto bow vaderthe yoake 
{(uperiours sheshinedin the middeſt of her 


aughters like a moſt refulgeat ſunne by the | 
izht of her holy do&rineaad the ſplendour of} 
ter good Workes: coupling togerher doing | 
od teaching ; her toung,, and her handes,her | 


ords , and her Works: The daughters did 
chold themſclues as inaglaflſe inthe life of 
heir mother Jabouring to doe as che did, and 

imitation of her they indevored to aduance 
ache lone of their heauenly ſpouſe, darting it 
ecret toWard heauen moſt ſivect and amorous 
fe tions ſufficiently declaring chae chey de» 
'ghred in nothing bue heauenlyj things after 
nich they inceffancly breathed by the power 


Chrow. 
Pp: I - $, 
CF 


Lug. 


1I215.Y. j 
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v[lattraftion of their Superiours incitemeats | 
te that would haueſeene an Abridgmeat and] 
nodel of perfeRtion might have looked on the | 

onvent of $, Damien, Where the loue of God | 
101] obedience to Superiours did rule, all the] 
Religions being Angells andamiddeſt the bell] 
frhis world was to be found a Celeſtiall pa- | 
idice. She taught them to cleer their ſoules | 
f all rnmors of the worldthat they might the] 

ore freely attaineto the high ſecrets of God: | 
and not to adheare with diſordinate affe@ion | 
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( 
| totheir kindred bae 1 ”= forget the houſe 0 
their Father to be oratefull i in the eyes of . þ+/ 
Jeſws, che almonished them to ſurmount an; 
[Concemne the neceſſities of thejr bodyes, an; 
h gett a habit of repreſfing the decceipts an 
appetites of the flesh by the bridle of reaſon 
Jed allſo ioſtrutedthem that the ſubtill even 
armed With malice continually addrefleth hi 
hiJdea ſaares to ſurpriſe pure ſoules,and th 
; he terwpteth the pious in an other ſoret'e 
wordlings ; finally she would hate the howe 
ofthe day well deuided , partto be employe 
10 prayerand the other part ig corporal laboy 
{being an Enemy to diſordered tedious and to 
long deuotions, as being the ferugurs of ſel 
Joneand feigned holines. After the Canonic 


———_— 


; howers She ordained that her Siſters $houl 
i be employed. in handy-labours the more t 


incitethem againe toprayer, andby theſe occt 
patiqns Were inkindled in their breaſtes fyri 
dartes of diuine loue, she had ſuch a Winnein 
[and allureing conuerſation that $he ravishe 
{the hearts of her Siſters , none euer heard he 
| ſpeakebut it mollifyed their hearts others dif 
Glued; into tearesbeforoher like ſnow by th 
| powerfull beating af the ſun-beames : neu 

was ther ſeene a ſtriter ſilence then there 

nora moreA ogelicall manner of life, there W1 
not in this holy houſe to beſecne one ſole at 
of vanitie neitierinWord , nor figne; nor an 
lighrnes pf Idle diſcourſes, ſo mortifyed the 
were,s, Clare had not onely a care ofthe ſoul 
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of ber daughters but allſo of their weake and | 
tender bodyes providing {or their neceſfitiey 
with oreatzeale and charity, for she went ofie 
i the night When it was cold to viſit and cou- 
ver ther W +en they ſlept, and if she found aoy | 
benammed With caldor otherwiſe in ill liſpo- | 
fition.through the ſtri& obſeruance ofthe c6- | 
non rigour she commaunded them to take | 
ſome recreation till ſuch time as they had fa- | 
isfyed their neceſfity:when this —_— Done | 
aw any of herReligiousaſſaulted with tFptatio | 


or With melanchelieche called her aſide and | 


ouiogly comforted her: and often times caſt 


er ſelfe proſtrate at the feet of thoſe that were | 
;MiRed Withſadnesor ficknesro mitigate the | 


force of their greefe by her motherly cheri- 
hings: for which they prooued not yngrat - 
full, but ſurrendered themſelues deuoutly inco 
the handes oftheir holy mother, they. reue- 
renced the Office of Prelacie in their Miſtreſſe 


and followed the paths of ſo diligenta guide, | 
(quaring their ations by this Eſpouſe of Teſws- | 


WW Chr admiring the excellency ofher ſanRiety | 
Wand charitic, - 

) | | z 
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Is Of the great defere the had to beart 
the Word of God. 


If |:.cmjp P- NXIX. | 


| His Gloriovs ſaintetooke ſingular con- 

| tent in hearing the word of God, know. 

} ©” ing very well that vader the rind thero 

| is hid the ſweetnes of ſpiritt, she knew very 
well that ſermons did greatly profit foales de. 
nonnc1iog the B. way to eternity to the hearersſl 
landasagood appetite and to rellish meate is 
|a figne of good health, and giveth ſ1Micient te. 
{Rtimonie of the good diſpolition of the body: 
even ſo he that delighteth to hear the word off 
Godin ſermons or ſpirituall diſcourſes, hathi 
an aſſured ſigne of good diſpoſition and health; 
| of ſoule, theautriment ofthe ſpirit isthe werd | 
of God : ifitbenegleRed or reieted the ſoul 
is notableto live being deprived ofier Food | 
W berforethis wiſeand diligent mother pro- 
nided by the meanes of deuqQut preachers nu 
trimeant for the ſoules of her Religious, She felt 
an vaſpea kable comfort in her heart in hearing 
the word of God, andalwayes noted and dre 


; Chron'p 

t4$.c, 
| x7 
Hs out ſome point from the ſermon for her owne 
- W add. 6s ia 


| 
| 
Gs 7 Rm C6 aduancement in perfeQis, retoycing denoutly 
| 


12ers, | 12 the memorie of her heauenly ſpouſe Chrij 
- | nut ona time hearing brother Phulry 
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and taſted with much more guſt : sheaccuſto- 
med to ſay thatthe ſermon of whoſoever prea* 
ching the Word of God, wasexceeding profi 


beautifull and ſweet flowers from amongſt 


\certaines Prelates that no Religious mashould 


[goe preachatthe monaſterie of the poore La-|| 


| r—— m—— — 
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table to ſoules, conſidering that it 1s 00 leſle | 
(prudence to kaow how ſome timesto gather | 


eroſſe and sHarp thornes, then to eat the|_ 
wholefome fruit of a good plant.Pope Gregorie | 
the ninth prohibited once at the inſtancie of | 


[dyes without his owne expreſſe licence, wher- | 
at the picifull mother much lamenting, becauſe © 
that from thEce forward her davghrers would | 


| 


'them fake from vs the Religious men who la- 


they depriue vs of thoſe who giue vs the ſuſte 


— Wa —O 


——_ m— 


\ſeldome be refeRionated with ſpirituall and | 
| holy dorine, wherfore Weepingsheſaydlet| 


dour to ger vs onrtemporall maintenice ſince | 


nance of our ſpirituall life: and indeed $he | 
'ſent to the Prouincial! Miniſter the Brothers | | 


= chat | 


7;\ 
of Adrien a famous preacher,there was ſcene ' 
tanJivg before her a beautifull young child | 
who remained With her all the time of the| 
exhortation comforting and cherishing her| 
with great delight Siſter Agnes of Aſuſuum en- | 
toying the ihe ofthis viſion receauedinitſo| 
great iWeetnes of ſpirit that she was not able E 
to exprefle it by words , andalbeit che had ne- | 
ver ſtagied yet did she much delight to hearea | 
[learned man preach drawirg from itthe mar- | 
'roW and ſubſtance, wiichshe ſubtilly obraived | 


— 


—_— 


TY FI” _— COmTIm—gEg— e——_ —_— ———— 


—_ 


—l— 


as 
————— _ ——_————. 
_ 


"ORC nar" 


CE 


— oo 


— - SO OUT IIS OO II”, 9602 9% mn nm_  -/ l l”EPOPPU_[/.] OOFOPDUTOUOVYD[RS_SFTF/] Tr FT ERR Ac , LE eſMPMVKPRTCUuUluooj ao ER” 
, - Lal T 5 
_ TP" —_ — 


[ment of their foules; wherof his holines} 


1 


| 


| words. bur the attention and the interiour affe 


| formable to that of our Redeemer : when you| 
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meet... ere tn ee Am ____AoAZiwc 


that were deputed to ſerue and brgg for the| 
Monaſterie : refuſing to have Rcel:'gious to 
ſecke them bread, fincethey deprived them 
of thoſethat gauethem brea1 for the nourish | 


being aduertiſed he preſently revoked his 
former prohibition, referriog all to the dil. 
poſition of the Generall of the Freers Mi 
QOrss | 


[ 
Of the feruour of Sainte Clare n 


ber prayer. ; 


"CHIAP, XXX. 


He principall prayer which God requi 

reth of vs conſiſteth indevotion,for he is 
not delighied in the multiplicity of 
words but in the feruqur of the ſpiric , the 
prayer of the heartis. more pleaſing vnto him 
then that of the mouth the eye on the booke 
butrhe heart With God: this faying is con: 


pray doe not ſpcake mach as the heathens doe:| 
for hey thinke to be heard for the multiplici-} 
cie ofthejr words,but enterinto your chamber] 
in ſecret: to give ys to vaderſtand that our 
prayers are not heard for the multiplyiog of 


Aion , according to this viuall ſayiog , not the 


| , yVoYCce. 
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{ 


[toe bightshe repoſed alitle, butpreſeoly ari- | 
| ſing she paſled the reſidue of the time in a pro- | 
fouod filence, of mental) prayer and holy con-| 
cemplation and the {weetembracemwents of her| 
Spouſe her converſation in ſpirit being conti-| 
nually aloft withthe B. Citizens of heauen: | 
prayer Was th. cantinuall refreshment of her| 
laboyrs, and aſſured bulwarke againſt tempta- | 


[the depth of theJoue of ber Creatour that she | 


- 
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louedoth iound inthe cares of God: I had ra- 


[ther ſayth the DoRour of the Gentiles (peake. 


hoe words With my ſpirit then ten thouſand 


I; often repeativg it With greateffuſion of | 
teares, and was 1n ſuch ſort abſorbedinthe| 
conſideration of the divine greatnes, and his| 
cWne litlenes, that Brother Leo his Confeſlour | 


ground, S.Clerehis moſt humble davghter was | 
ſo tranſported in her prayer andabiortbed in| 


forgot her ſc]fe and her corporall neceſſities} 


J 


Whervotoshe was ſubieR : the beginning of| 


trons , and a ſouveraine remedie inallher ne- 
ceſlities: She had full confidence to obtaine 


ot the harmonie of the ; 
r:uficke but the heart not the clamour bur the | 


with.my toung , our Saviour perſeuered a| 
Wiole hower1n prayerin the garden vhiog but || 
few Words in ike ſort the theefe made his pe- | 
titioonthecrofle, Dauid wi:h one Peccaw the | 
Publicao With few Words. Our Seraphicall| 
Father perfeuered a Whole night with this| 
|ſentence, Whoart thou my God , and whoam | 


(aW him often times eleuated farre from the| 


all! 
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all things ofthe diuine goodnes by the meanes 
of prayer: and was accuſtomed to ſay; that 
euery Chriſtian oughe to begg of Godinthis 
; _ [lifethegift ofprayer, ficth without it wee can 
4 ! neither aduance nor perſiſt in ſpirituall life and 
[to glue example to her Religious, she made to 
n appeare in all her aQions that her ſpirit was 
k allwayes elenatedin God by prayer , the aban- 
{|  ]dance of her teares and the frequent fighes 
| Which procceded from her heart , the ſerenity: 
| ofher countenance & hereyes fixed onheaut, 
{did give afſured reftimonie of her intenſe fer- 
|uouranlinflamed devotion in prayer , to be- 
[hold her was ſufficient co excite others to: 
| deuotion, her countenance was ſo ſweet and 
Þ Jatrrative, and by many externall fynes did: 
 manifeltly appcare what a chage and muration| 
| was Wrought in her by the feruonr of her 
| prayer: One day the flame of dinine love hid- 
denin herſouledidexteriourlyappeare:for one 
of her ficſt diſciples by name Siſter Benavenre 
| | of 2erugia did ſce her cnuironed with a great 
; light darting forth ſuch beames of glory as if 
She hailbene inveſted with heavenly þearitude| 
at othertimeas on a ſanday they ſung the An-' 
tiphone Vids aquam egredien tem , being Wholy' 
{inflamed ia the contemplation of ſo great a m1-| 
| terie giuing of holy water to her Religious 
She cryed our, O daughters call to mind rhe 
moſt ſacred water flowing from the fide of our| 
Redeemer the day of his moſt dolorous paſ-| 
ſion, when S.Cl/erecame from prayer her face 
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was Shinivg dazeling the eyes ofthe behol. 
lers , and by her words it was eafily perceaued | 
thar she came from prayer, diſceurfiovg with| 
loch feruour of ſpirit inflaming the hearts of | | 
the Religrous that heard her, procuring heer-| 
by an inſatiable thirſt after celeſtiall comfores; | 
jo this manner she ordioatily lived replenished 
with the knowledge of high ſecrets , paſſinz 
ouer this deceiprfull world in company ofher 
heauenly ſpouſe Chreff leſus, atid flandivg on 
this eurning wheele sbe was ſuſtained with} 
irme conſtancie perſenering in this eleuation| Z 
of foule to the height of heaven , participatiog| 
of the diuine ſecrets which she diſcloſed to 
none if it were not very needful; forshe knew 
rery well that often times anineftimable trea- 
ure is loſt for a baſe price of vaine glory:offen- 
ling the giner, and falling into hazard neverto 
enioymore. For the true touch- ſtone and ſol-| | 
lid figoe ofan humbleſouleis not to vavunt of | 
illuminations or to boaſt that our Lord hath | - 
revealed this or that vato them; viſions though 
rever fo true are often dangerous ; but eſpe- 
callyito worhen who are addifted to vanity: | 
ſometimes it happeneth that in the beginning | _ 
they haue true and greatfauours,but curſed Sa-| | 
an doth often transforme himſelfe into the! . 
thape of an Angell of light according to the 2.Cor.11 
laying ofthe Apoltle,and when he perceageth | 
What wee make account of viſions hecauſeth 
falſe to ſlide in With the trae, and jf not bad at | io 
leaſt indiſcreet Whiehdoe corrupt the perſon | | 
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and getting footing i in the ſpirits of the top 
credulous cauſetb great diſorder:thetrue l1gne 
| [and token of heaueo]y favours ,and the cheeſe 
| ſecret ofa ſpirituall ſoule, is ſaoRity offiife in 
ll | thoſe Who receaue ſuch heauenly graces, Wuh 
| a profoun4 humility proportionable to the ſu-iM 
|  |blimitie Whervaco our Lord doth raiſe-then 
| never abandoning the center of their oWne 
| [nothiog, andallſo Obedicaceand totallreſig. 
| | pation tothe will of their Superiour and dire. 
aour,boldiog his y oice for the voyce of God, 
and his aduile for the toucir-Rone to diſcouer 
the verity ofapparitions it is the beſt yifion of 
all:o obay God by the mouth of our guideand 
|  dire&our which doth never deceaueany wher-M 
| asthe other are dangerous, theſe are the true 
Oracles and fecurelights wherby wee may or 
| \derour lines, S. Clare did never relate any vi 
fionor apparition but concealed all in the ſa 
cred cloſſett of h-rheart ,and the more God fa 
nored her with bis holy viſitations the more 
| 


| she became humble and full of confuſion nat 
|  repureing herlſelfe more virtuous then others 
| | This {ante Wasaccuſtomed to call vp the yang 
Reſigiousalittle before mattins,and to awaken! 
' them withthe ordinary ſigne, to excite themiifſ 
| | very ofien to prayſe their Creatour. She light MW! 
ed thelamp aad rung to mattins ſo that negli 
ence found no entrance into her nonafet h: 
y 

( 


nor floath had there any place :she alſo by the 
ſting of sharp reprehenfion an1 of her liue)) 
ad effeuall examples expelled tepidity and 
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_l in prayer and the {erujce off 
God., 


H0w great account t Pope Geegueia the 
ninth made of the prayers of S. 
- Clare, and of 2 Hetter to this 


of. 
CHAP. xxxr.- | 


Ope Gregorie the niath who before his] 
p promotion to this ſupreame dignitie Was | | 
+, called Cardinall Vgolin Bishop of Oltie | 
broteour of the order of S. Francs and S.: 
Clare, (he dyed with the reputation ofa crond 
(aint God ſealing hislife With many miracles,) 
had a Goguler confidence in the prayers of this. 
ſeruant ofGod haugingexperiencedtheit great | 
rertue and efficacy: and often times when he 
was io any difficulty both wWhiles he was Car- 
Cinall and Bishop of Hoſtia and afterwardes 
when. he was Pope he would by letters re- 
[commend him ſelfe to this holy Virgin de- | 
maiiding ofher help &ayd knowing aſſuredly 
of what importance her aſſiſtance was: this | 
being in him not ovely a great humility but alſo 
[worthy to be diligently imicatedto ſecthe Vi- 
car of Ieſus Chrift vpon earth to begg help ofa | 
ſeruant of God; this great Paſtour knew very 
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| privel me ofthat pleaſure fo conferre Wit 
| you of celeſtiall treaſures, I have had muel 
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| well what dinjne love could doe, andhow 
] freelypure virgins doe find the port ofthe con- 
fitorieofthe divine majeſty open. There js ex» 
| tantavery deuout letter Written to S. C/ 
by this Pope while he was Cardioall which 
heer inſerted co make it appeer how the ſpirit 
| of God made hisrefidence in this Prelate anc 
what devotion te Carryed to the ſanity 
theglorious virgin S, Clere, 

To his moſt deer fiſter in lefus Chriſt anc 
mother ofhis ſaluation Siſter Clare, Vgulins 
amiſerable finner Bichop of Hoſtia, recom 
mendeth him felfe whatſoener he is aod what 
loever he may be, wellbeloued Siſter in Chr 
Te/us, fincethe neceſfity of my returne hath (e 
parated me from your holy ſpeeches, andde 


ſorrow of heart, abundance of teares in m 
eyes, and hauefelt an exceeding greefe: at 
that in ſuch ſore that if Thad nor found atth 
| feet of our Lord lefus Chriſt the conſolation 
his ordinarie piety, I feareI had fallen iot 
ſuch anguishesas my ſpirit wonld have forſ 
| ken me and wy ſoule vtterly melted away, p 
not Without reaſon, becauſe, that joye fayle 
me with which 1 diſcourſed with your goo 
company ofthe ſacred bodye of our ſweet Re 
deemer Chrift leſws and of his preſence vpo 
earth, celebratcing the feaſt of Eaſter witY| 
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you and the other ſeruants of our Lord. An 
as our B. Saviour whiles by his delorous pa 
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fon 2nd death he was abſent £6 the preſence 


; 
trem grief and aMiftion ſodoth your abſence 
rocure my deſolatian. And though | acknow. 
ledge wy lelfe a great franer conſidering the 
prerogative of your merits andthe rigourof 
your moſt holy wane cat yet Without donbe 
the muylticude of my finnes 1s ſueh and ſo gree- 


that Iam not worthy tobe vnited tro the glory 
\of the ele&; nor to be ſequeſtred from worldly 


obtaine me pardon of my finnes; and therfore 
toyouT commit my ſoule , to you I commend 
my ſpirit,as Ie/#s Chriſt vpon the croſſe recom - 
[mended his ſpiricto his heauenly Father, to 
|the epd that in the terribleday of the vainer-| 

ſall ivdgment, you giveanaccount for me if 


for I confidently beleeve that you may obraine 
ofthe ſouveraigne iudge whatſocuer by your 
deuotiqn and teares you $ball at any time aske 
| or demand of him. The Pope ſpea Leth not of 
|comming to Aſuſium as I defire bur TI purpoſe 
to come viſit you and your Siſters at my firſt 
commodity recommend mel pray youto Jenes| 
your Siſter avd mine, aad to all your other Si. 
ters in Chrefleſws, I 


| 


novſly have I off&ded Ged the vniverſall Lord 


[you be not diligene and carefull of my ſaluation | 


of his diſciples they were poſſeſſed with an ex-| 


| occupations if your tearcsand prayers doe not| 
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How Sainte Clare formented the dincll| 


by prayers. © 
CHAP. XXXII. 


Y ayer offred vato God with humility ſub 

' miſſion and knowledge of ones ſelfe, tor: 
mentethand ſurmounteth the diuells; for 

te having beene caſt into the inferoall depthes 
by hispride is not able to ſappore the humili: 
ty of him who ſingeth the prayſes of God 
and refignerh himſelfe-to his will, reputiog 
himſelfe a ſinner and defeive, But often hath 
beene forcedto confeſſe himſelfe ſurmounted 
tyed and burned by their prayers, This noble 
Damlſe]|Clare vſed prayer as asnield wherwith 
She ſurmounted the diuell and triumphed over 
his temptations, beating backe thedarts of the 
enemie,and burned them exceedingly , a very 
devout Woman of the Bishoppricke of Py 
came one day to the monaſtetie of $, Dama? 
tothanke Ged and his ſeruant S. Clare for ha- 
uing bene by her merits delivered of five di- 
uvells that poſſeſſed her which going out of her 


| body confeſſed thattheprayers of S, C/aredid 


exceedingly burne them. W herat $.Clerehum! 
bly caſt her ſelfe proſtrate in prayer reputing 
her ſelfe vnworthy of the familiarity with ſo 


great a maieſty , conforming her ſelfe co her 
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_ | - .. Of S. Clears. |: 183, \ 
Redeemet Who the nighe of his paſfioh pray- B 
ng inthe:garden was. not Content to bead his 
knees butcaſt himſelfe on the ground , as she 
lay Withher face onthe ground bathed 1n tears | 
and ſweetly kiſſing it With ſuch contenr as if 
;he had held1n her armes her pauſe Chriſt Lejuee | 
at whoſe ſacred feet her teares did fireame, | | 
and her kiſſes were 'impreſſed in the dead 
of the night ; the.Prince of darkoes ſwellivg 
with rage and furie to behold ſo great bum 
lity ſent one of his moſt accurſed & wickedeſt h 
ſpirits to perſecute her. He appeared vato| | 
herin the shape ofa black a moore, and bid her | 
ceaſe Weepingleaſtshe did looſe her fight, & 4 
that 5he tight doe more (eruice voto Godin 
governing well her monaſterie,thEin weeping 
ſo forloroly: the S. perceauing this inſtigation | 
of Satan, anſwered him, ifl become blind and | 
de not ableto gouverne theConuent there Wil | 
be enow found todoeit who will doe ut better 
then I :thou and thy adherents are truly blind | 
becauſe you can ocuer ſee the incoprehenſfible 
light:Wherat the divelfled away confounded. 
This ſame night this humble virgin being in 
prayer after mattins, powripg forthrivers of | | 
teares in herdenoticns, behold the temptour 
approched appearing in hideous $hape like a 
black boy and ſayd vwnto her weepe not (o 
much voleſſethou wilt hauechy braines to dif- 
ſolueand liquify and purge it atthy eyes and 
noſtrils and become deformed: the inuincible 
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tingio the face of this Inferoall monſter: hg 
who ſerueth leſas Chriſt ca have no deformity, | 
theſe wordes made the furioas dragon to 
| [burſt who preſently diſappeared and was ſwal. 
lowed intohel. Bzing one day afcer None reti- 
reiaci her minde fixed on God in prayer and 
herthonghts ingulted inthe Ocean of the di- 
vine goones, the curſed diuel came voto her 
| and beating her very outragioully fo farre as 
to Waand her on the face wherby one ofher 
. | eyes remained a[lbloudy and a ſcarre vpon her| 

| cheeke crying and hoWiing ove in this manner iſ 
accurſed rbou doeſt burne vsby thy prayers, 
| but notwithſtanding all theſe reproches she de+ 
deſifted not from prayers 


Of the great deuotion of ſaint Fran- 

cis 7/7 ſainte Clare fo the N,a- 

 timitie of our Redeemer and of 
tivo notable miraclts. 


CHAP. XXXI1IT. 


| 


| Hz B. ſernant of God Frencs and his 

| virt10us, davghter Clare did beare fin- 
'_  gn]ardenoris ro the nativity of our Re- 
| deemer Chriſt Ie/ws, Wherby ſo high a maieſty 
had annihilate4 bim ſelfe aſſumeiog our liele- 
nes and humane nacure, bereauiog himſelfe 0 
his! 


A 


4 Of yo Clare. | 185 [ 
(his divine greatnes, This zelatour of the divin® } 
honour refideipg neertothe Citty of Crecio, 
reſolued to celebrate the feſtivity after a new 
mannerto exciteand aWake the deuotion of 
the Faithfull having for this effe& obrainedI1- } 
[cence of the Pope toauoyd ſcandall; he made | 
to be adorned agreat ſtable with an openPorch | 
where he cauſed hay to be layedand a crib:the 
he cauſedan Ox andan Aﬀe ta be brought &| 
aſſembledtogether ſo many Religious mEthat 
they were in number more the the inhabitants. 


ſolemnity all the neighbouring people flocked 

[thither , bringing trumpetts corners and all 

kind of muſicall1oſtroments,in ſuch ſort as the i 
nontaignes adiacent reſounded with harmo- } 
nie; they ceaſed not all the night to fingand 

make Iubilie in that ſtable, were S. Frances and 

a great number of his Religious prayed before 

three Images of Wood repreſenting the child 
[e/zes, the glarious. virgin Mary and B. S. 10- 

ſeph and ther were lighted great ſtore of wax | 
tapers Which were decently and artificially 
placed. T he Patriarcke of the poore ſung the 
zhoſpellat the midnight maſſe, and then prea- 
ched to the people with ſuch tendernes and 
deuotion that, being to pronounce lefws , he 
Was not able bnt called him the little child of 
Bethlem.”T his feaſt did not paſſe without truit | 
fora gentleman of a fiognlar note and virtue 
Called Iobn de Grecioa familiar frind of the ſaint 
& initatour of his virtues, often atouched that 
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he had ſeene that night a beancifull child repo-| 
.fing inthe Cribb or manger whom S, Frans 
taking and holding in his Armes ſweetly hug. 
ged and embraced , the hay being taken away 
cured many perſonnes and beaſtes of their in. 
fiirmities,wherby wee may gather that God did 


| 


| 
| 


Ina fiogular manner ſec6d the deuotion of this 
bis ſeruant. After the death of the Seraphicall 
Father in the place of this ſtable was built a 
magnificent Chappell and in the place of the 
Pangeran Altar was erefed to the honour 0 
God our Creatour, His bcloued daughter Clare 
receaued the ſamegrace and fauour , for one 
Chriſtmaſle night when both men and Aogels 
ſolemniſed the feſtiuitie of the Natinitie 0 
our-Redeemet all the Religious woemen weat 
tothequier to mattins leauing their holy mo. 
theraccompanyed only with het-greeuous 10- 
firmity , wherfore bauing beounne to meditate 
ypon the great miſterie ofthat night ; and la- 
menting exceedingly that She could not aflit 
at the divine ſeruice ,she hghing ſayd, O my 
Godthonſeeſt how I remaine heere alone,and 
ending this she beganne to heare the mattins 
thatwere ſung in the Church of $. Frazce 1n 
Aſfrſium , very diſtintly vnderſtanding the 
voyct of the Reli2ious, andthe very ſound ot 
the Organs, y=twas she not ſo neer the ſay: 
Church as she might humainly heare what 
was ſang there but 1t muſt neceſſarily be con 
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the ſayd Religious Was by the will of God ca- 
ryedtoS, Clare or her hearing Was extended 
by eſpeciall grace of God enen to the mona» | 
ſteric of the ſayd Religious , this ſainte was 
[moreover fatored with a heauenly viſion. 
which did exceedingly comfort and reioyce | 
her: for she w-s by allmighty God eſteemed: 


————— Eg 


[worthy to ſee in ſpirit his holy Cribb. The: 
[morning foJlowing the Religious comming 
to viſit her she ſayd vato them, deare Siſters 
bleſſed for euer be our Lord Ieſwe Chrift that | 


ithath pleaſed him not to leaue me alone as|. 


you have done, but know that by the grace 


of his divine Maieſty I haue heard all the| 


ſernice that thisnighr hath bene performed 
in the Church of our holy Father Saint 
Francis : recounting vnto them in Order 
all which had paſlcd and as they admired the 
Sainte did aſſure chem how thelitle child Is- 
/#s appeared vnto her at the very hower of 
his birth : thus she being abſent merited to \ 
ſee What her daughters could not beihs pres | 
lence | | | 
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Oo - | The deuotion of Sainte Cla. 
| re. io t he holy facra- 


ment. 
| & 


If || CHAP. XXXIY, 


"\ Larethe true Eſpouſe of Chris? leſan ex- 
, horred her Religious to beare all ho- 
' nour reverence and reſpe to the moſi 
f - | holy Sacrament ofthe Altar,and often to refe- 
{ | ctionate their ſoules with this diuive repaſt 

and to giuethem a paterneand example shere« 
| ceaued her God With lo greatferuour and de. 

uotion that she rauished the hearts of her 


[eu ar befareshe preſented her ſelf ther: 


vato ariuver of teares flowed from her eyes 

She aproched thervato with great feare and 
| humility reuerencing an4 adoring her Lord & 
| Creatour hidden vaier theſe Sacramendall 
formes,after the receptionshe was ſo abſorbed 
intheeonfideration of fo great a charity ia the 
' ſonne of God thar she remained a longtime in 
| extaſie without motion? She oftenſayd to her 
| Religious: O Wonderiull depth of the diuine 

Abiſe ; O moſt profound humility of the 
ſonne of God the maiſter and Lord of they- 


> to gine himſelfe yato vs vnderthe forme of 
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bread, let ws ducly ponder my deare Siſters 
this vaſpeakable huaulity , and purify your 
hearts before the ſacred comunion:be pureand 
cleane from finne to the end he may receaue 
you As he otueth himlelfe vato Jou. S.Clare 
rooke great comfort to ſee Churches and Al- 


tars Well adorned and acatly kept and che or. | 


n2ments therof deceat and that the ſeruice of 
God should be performed with deuotion and. 
punRvality , and that nothing requiſit should 


be wanting and though she was very fickly| 


neuertheles she cauſed her ſelfe to be fer vpin 
her bedd and ſtayed her ſelfe againſt ſomething 
ivſach ſortas he might conveniently ſpinne 
an exerciſe which sheexCeedivgly affeed and 
imployed her ſelfe therin moſt willingly doing 
it very delicatly and with the thred of her la- 
bour she cauſed pure fine cloth to be made: 
which She made into, Corporalls for the vie 
of the' challice , she once made fiftie cupple| 
of Corporallsand folding them in filke ent; 
them to ſeuerall Churches in the Valley of 
Spoletum, 
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How the Mores were drincn from the mona: 
ſteric and the City of Aſſifium by 
the virtue of the holy Sacra- 
ment of the eAltar, and 
by the prayer of S. 
Clare. 


CH AP. XXXV. - 


vndertakeandoperateallthiogs, wig as in 
the affaires-of this world monney hath 
bene invented for the facility of commerce, 
meanes (o fitt and proper that whoſoeuer hath 
riches may truly yaunt that he-hath all things: 
'euen ſoprayer is [ike aſpiritua)l Coine wher: 
by wee obtaine all things, for she is ſo power: 
full thatshe can doe all, and ſwayeth all: $he 
openeth priſons and ſerteth Captives at liber- 
ty,she shatteth vp thegatesof Hell; and ope- 
| neth the gates of heaven, $he penetrateth the 
cloudesand reacheth to God himſelfe, my 
 mountethall enemies viſible andinuifible , 


| ſuch ſort as rhe 1uſt man hath more AR in 


{ praying, then a great Armiein fighting:Whieh 
may be prooued by ſacred and profane H'. 
Rorie: but two of Seite Clare Shall ſuffic 


[ER The Emperour Frederick the ſecond an 
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cy all he encountred particularly in the valley 
of Spolerum becauſe it was ſubie&to theBisho 
of Rowe; drunk of the'veſlel of wrath, his Cap- 
taines and ſouldiers being ſcartered ouer the 
feildes as graſſe-hoppers with (word to mur- 
ther people ,& with fierto burne their houſes, 


the earth was bathed with bloud and furie. | 
F The impyctie of this Emperour did ſo avg 
Wncat that he had aſſembled all} the Mores that | 


dwelt vpon the mountajgnes and armdſt the 


{Widcſarts ro make him ſelfe the more fearefull to 


TW his vaſſalls; and after he had by large promiſes | 
\uers places, he gaue them at length for retire a 
'yery anCient but ruinated City Which tothis | 
preſent day is called, Nowra des Moros which | 
they fortifyed and then retired thither about |. 
Fiwenty thouſand fighting men who didmuch | 
© miſchiefe over all Apslis and in many other | 


gained theſe mores and diſpoſed of them in di- 


IK Chriſtian places; One day theſe merciles 


d { 


b'oudſuckers thirſting after the blond of 
| Chriſtians came vnexpeRtedly to the City of 
Afimm, cruelly maſſacring all they mett, 
in fine they went about to blow vÞ the gates of 
the monalterie of S. Damier and to ſcale the: 


walls urherar the Religious were ſo ſ{urpriſe:l | 
With feare and terroup hearing theſe inraged | 
doggSto howle and barke ſo neer' them not | 
knowing Where toſecke forheip cor from 
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Enemy to the Church who hath done ſo oreat 


miſchecaes to Catholickes, waſting deſtroy- | 
ing killing and maſſacring without mer- | 
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* Tofthine omniporencie, therfore doe I recom 


| should be that theſe thy ſeruants who can nat 


lt preſerne them if thou pleaſe and me 11kewrile 


{ gin had ſentthis prayer vnto heaven, she hear: 


1192 


they aduertiſed of what they heard and 
- {ſaw. This holy Virgin though very ſicke en. 
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The admirable life. 
whom to hope for delivery from ſo eminent 
perrill but onely by the merrits of their holy 
mother whome with infinit teares and ſighes 


couraged her Religious and made her ſelfe to 
be carryed with incredible conſtancie to the 
gateof the monaſtery at the entry wherof ic 
the vewe of all her aduerſaries she cauſed tob 
Placed very reucrendly the holy ſacrament of 
the (Euchariſt in the Pix : before the which 
falling proſtrate onthe ground, he ſent forth 
from her hearttheſe ſweetlamevtations,reple 
pished with confidence in her beloued ſpouſe 
Christ leſas; is it poſſiblemy God thy wil 


vie material weapons todefend them yy 3 
wWhomeT have heer brought vp and nourſedir 
tliy holy loue, shovld now be delivered intc 
the power of the infidell Mores,-O my Codi 


for allbeir thy dinice maieſty hath committec 
them tomy gouvernement; it is 'not 10m) 
power to defend them from ſo great a perril 
fth this proteRis cannot be but by a work 


| 


med itro thy divine maieſty with all the affeF 
Rionthat Tam able. So ſoone as this holy vir 


2 voice ſo ſmall and delicate as if it had bin of 


ſncking child that ſayd: I will prote& you fo 
The holy motherdid not yet give ove} 


_ 
Tema — 
oat 


jo proſecute her prayer in this ſore, my GodI | 
zambly beſeech thee 1f ſo ic be thy holy willt@ | 
preſefue and defend thisthy Citie of Aſfofrum }: 


| 
hich doth nourrish vs for the loue it beareth |- 


o thy diuione maieſty; wherto God anſwered, 
:is City $hall ſuffer much, but I will by my | 
four defend it 8. Clare haucing heard ſo gra-) | | 
ious newes lifted vp her face bathed with | 
Wicares, and comforted her beloued daughters | 
Wying, deer Siſters Iafſure you chat no euill | 
hall befall you only be carefull co havea firme | 
With and confidence in Teſs. Chrift; the divine | = | 
fiktance made no delay, for the preſumption | 
and rage of the Mores wasincotinently cooled 
ſo that a ſudden vaknowne terrour having (ur- 
Wriſed rhem they ſpeedely retired over the 
walls falling one vpon another many ofthem 
Wciog hurt and maymed they were forced toa- 
xandon the prey Which they had gotten in| 
Fo their clawes flyiog rather the virtue ofthe| - | 
Tiioechenthe ſword of the enemie. They being | | 
MWour co flighe by the virtue of the holy ſacrament | | 
F:nd the prayers of $. Clare, she commannded | [ 
cr Religious not todiſcloſe the fauour of this | 
Fhcauenly voice dureing her life to auoyd the 
Fiickling of vaine glory:from this heroicall a& 
Fs brought in the cuſtome to draw S. Clare 
Yvich the Pix of the holy ſacrament, toshew 
Fo poſterity how in virtue of the power of 


4God hidden vader the ſacramentallformes she > þ 


MFdelinered her monaſtery and the City of Aſi 4s 
Y':o the eruele y & inhumanity of the Barbar1as: | 6 by ; 
Bb How / 
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 FHoWwthe (ity of Aſſhiftum Yas 
| an other time deliutred by 
| the prayers of ſainte 

| OTH. | 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


" Pon an other time one of theprincipal| 
Captaines of the Emperour Brederi 


{ Chron, ' called Vitals Awerſas a man ambitions & 
[2-1.1.8. couueting glory: very couragious anda valiant 
© 4+ }Souldier, he condued hjs croupes to befiedge 
Ene. | Iffprum, and having invironedit he propoſed 
Wad,ad | tg waſt aadſpoile the Country ther about ma: 
GAN, | keing a totallruineto the very trees that were 
= [.S. | hewed downe and then laying his fiedge he vt IM 


| | tered menaceing and vaunting oathes that hel 
| Would not ſtirre thence till he had giuea the | 
| City a viorious aſſault, and this fiedge con-ſl 
ticued ſolong thatthe beſeidged beganne toff 
| looſe courradge wanting many things extrem-iſ 
ly needfull vato them : ſame Clare having)! 
heard the rumogr of this curſed intention 
Short a dart of loueing affeRion vato heauen 
| powriag forth 2 river of teares which she in- 
eerrupted with many fighes and aſſembling 
herReligious $he diſcourlſed inthis ſort with 
them, my deer Siſters you kagw our neceſſities 
ET I 
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Whauc cuer bin ſupplyed by the Charity ofthis 
City,ſo that wee-should be very vogratfull 
f wee Should not. accordiog to our ability 
;(iſt them ia this -extreame neceſſity: then 
che commaunded ashes to be brought her, 


and all her Religious todiſeoife their heades ( | 


ind to give therh examplesbe beganneto cou- 
ver her bare head with asbes; where iq all the 


Religious following hershe ſayd: goeyeeto| 


our Lord Te/ws.Chrif your ſpouſe and with the 
the greateſt humility and feruent prayers you 
ca poſfible demaiid of him the deliuery ofthe 
towne; it cannot be expreſſed with what fer - 
vour and teares ,theſedeuout 'virgins incel- 


antly offred their prayers vato God the ſpace 


ofone intire day and night demaunding mercy 
inthe behalf of the ſayd.City belieged by their 


ennemies, theſe prayers and teares were of | 


ſuch force and virtue that God ſent themthe 
day following powerfull fuccour in ſuch ſort 
ot the enemies Camp was defeated, his 
troupes put to flightand the Captaine con- 
| p . . 

ſtrayned shamefully and in deſpight of his for- 
ces Without ſound of trumpettto raiſe his fie. 
ze; and was shortly after ſlaine. | 
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| Of the ſerment lome of S. Clare to the paſſion 
1 of Teſus. Chriſt. 


[ #þ CHAP, XXXVII 


Iſt 'Vr holy Father S. Francis being oncede 


| maunded by a. Superiovr of his Orde 
Why he did not cauſeſome ſpirituallle- 
| Aure co be read voto him wherby his ſpirit 
might be recreated in his infirmity , he anſwe- 
red him with greatferuour , my Brother I do' 


[allways find ſo great conſolation and love in 
\ [the memory of the life death and paſſion-of 
| our Sauiour Chrrſt Teſws that if I should live to 


ithe worlds end I should need no other le&ure. 
{ He exhorted his Religiovs often to turne over 
this ſacred Books and 1n compariſon of it to 
make little reckoping of others:it was alſo the 
Manuell of his daughter S.Clere,for whoſoever 


; Would hane found her might have ſovght her 


in the wonndes of Chriff Ter there ſhe ſpet her 
time buficing her felfe with great content, she 


{had infſuch ſort ingrauen Within the bowells 


of her hart the ſacred Paſſion of our Redeemer 


{that asoften as She call-d it to memory ator- 


rentofteares ſtreamed f:6 her eyes She ſucked 


ifrom the ſacred wonndes of our ſaniour lome 


times reſentments of ſorrow: other times 0 
toyeand conſolation with finguler ſureernes: 
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of Sainte Clare, TS) 


deereſt ſpouſe $she carryed in her ſovle the| 
waight wherof gaue her ſo much the more raſt'| 
of contentment as she felt more priefe. The'| 
great abundance of teares which $she shead'| 
kept her ſome times out of her ſelfe, and the/| 


heart,ina manner continually repreſented vnto | 
[her Chri Teſus crucifyed. She ordinarily gaue 
example by Werkes of what $she taught her 

Religious by Wordes for often times admoni. | 
thing and inſtruing any of them in private 
touchiog avy point ofthe paſſion before her 
diſcourſe Was ended ashower of teares diſtil- 
[led from her eyes. Amongthe howers of the | 
.dinine office which are ſung inthe ehurchshe 
aſſiſted with greater deuotion at the fixt and 
ninth hower; becauſe-at. the fxrt which 1s at | 
\the twelfth hower of the day 1e{«, Chriff was | 
[nayled to the croſſe and at none which is three | 
'howers after he yeelded vp his got having 
\ſuffred for vs the ſpace of three howers the 
;'torments of the croſle therfore the ſorrowfull 


— 
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virgin was at thoſe howers crucifyed with her © 


| Redeemer. She frequently meditated v>on the 
miſterie of the fige woundes haueing learned 
|by heartthe office of the holy croſſe as our ho- 
ly Father S.Franciscompoſled it and tavght it 
voto | her, She was accuſtomed to Wzare 
next her naked skinne a cord with thirteere 
'knotts a ſecret remambrance of the wonndes | 
landdolours of oar Saujour. Vpon holy thurf- 
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2nd the croſſe of Chn1ſf# leſws which with her | | 


internall loue which $she had imprinted in her | 
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day in lent, atthe bower of the agonie of our 
Redeemer when he {wreat Water and bloudin 
the garden this virgin Withdrew her ſelfe into 
her Oratory full of greife, and ſerr herſelfe to 
accompany the ſonne of God 1a his prayer as 
ifshe had corporally bcheld him and ſuffred 
bis impriſonment, his derifions, iniuries, re. 
proches, buffetes and ſtripes,his condemnation, 
croſſe, and ignominious death, exciteing ip 
herſelfe the like griefe: wherfore wounded 
[With compaſſion she $sat downe vpon a ſtraw 
| bedd ,andall that nightand the day following 
She remained thus abſorbed in God avd ingul 
fed ina profound contemplatis her eyesbeing 
| opE without motion she ſeemed to ho!d them 
| fixedin one placeand remained ſo infenſible 
being conioyntly Crucifyed With eſa: 
. | Chrift, thata Religiousfamiliar voto her come 
| ingeften to ſee if She wanted any thing she 
| Lfound her allwayes in ove manner but vpob 
 [thenighe of holy ſaturday this devout Reli 
gious came to her deer mother With a candle, 
{and partly by fignes, partly by wordes ma-| 
keing her the beſt she eould to underſtand the 
commaundement that! the holy | Father ji»! 
| Francs gaue her thatshe should not lettpalle 
_ | oneday without takeing & eating ſome thing] 
$. Clareas comeing from an other world ſayd|ſ 
vnto her, What need have you to light a candle | 
is itnot day? wherto the religious anſwered; | 
mother the night of holy thurſday is paſt as all-| 
ſo good Fryday and wee are now in the night 
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of Eaſter eue, theſainte replyed,my daughter 


bleſled be this ſleep Which Almighty God at| 


length after my long deſire hath granted me, 


but I admonish and commaund you not to| 


ſpeake heerof to any creature liueing whiles I 
chall live io this World. It was to concealeand 


humility this great and heavenly fauour to 
burie vader the ashes the (ureer and pleaſant 
po; ſon of vaine glory, 


How ſainte Clare by the ſjene of 


 #he croſſe wrong bt many mira- 
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CHAP, XXXVIIL. 


| 
| 


Lorddid innoble and honour her wich m an 
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inWrapp in the ſaerec filence of a profound | 


Vrſouucraine Redeemer Chriſt Ieſws re- | 
compenced woll the holy defiresand) 
900d Workes ofhis beloued Eſpouſe| 
Clareforas she was inflamed with an infinit | 
Wlouc ofthe miſterie of the holy croſſe, ſo by| 
the virtue and power of the ſame croſle our | 


miracles, oftentimes making the figneof the | 
holy crofſe vpon the fickethey were in ſantly | 
cured, Which power was,indiffcrently exten- | 
[ded to all ſortes ofdiſeaſes a child of three yea- | 
[res ofthe City of Spoietwm called Mathew had| 
by misbap thruſt alittle ſtone vp his noſe, from | 


 Whence' 
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whence it could not be gotten out ſo thatche 
child grew in preat perrill ofhis l:ife, he was| 
Es broughttoS. Clare Who makeing the ſigne of 
| | the crolle ypon him immediatly che ſtone fell 
| | —|}out and he was perfeQly well. One of her| 
| | owne Religious called Benavents haucing had 
| for the ſpace of twelue yeares an impoſtume 
vnderher Arwe Which did purge by five (cue- 
all iGues, S$1e made vponitthe Wholſome hi. 
gacoftnecroſle thentakeing ofthe playſter all 
her old ſoares) were intirely cured. An other 
Religious Woeman called Aymee being; for 
more then a yeare ſpace afflited with the 
dropſietogether with an extreme pain in her 
| fides and barning feuer, $. Clare mooued with 
| compaſſion had recourſe to her noble and in- 
fallible remeady making vpon her body the 
holy ſigne of the crofle inthe name of her be.| 
loued ſpouſe Chrift Jeſws, and theReligious| 
was perfectly cured, A Religious man called 
| Szephen having athot feuer thar exceedingly ve-iſ 
xed him the holy Father $. Frrancs {ent him to 
|S. Clare to make the ſigne' of the'croſle ypon 
[him as ove who weli knew her virtuc and per- 
feAion which he exceedingly honoured, ſaint 
| Clare as a daughter of obedience preſently ma- 
de ypon him the figne of the holy croſle then 
left hima little to f{leep inthe Church inthe 
| place where she was accuſtomed topray, and 
| he hancing alittle repoſed aroſe ſound ſecure 

| [andfreed of hisinfirmity, An other ſeruant of 
| | | God native of Perugia had for tyyo yeares 
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ogether ſo loſt her voyce that 'one could ſea- ' | 


rcely hear ber ſpeake, but hauing vaderſtood 
by a viſion which s3e tad the night ofthe Aſ- 
ſumption of our B, Lady that S. Clare Should. 
cure her the poor afliQed creature hauing ve- | 
ry impatiently expected the breake of theday ( 
andthen With a ſtrong confidence repaired to 
the-holy virgin and by fignes craved her holy 
benedition winch fauour hauing obtained her 
yoyce Which ſolong time She had loſt became 
as cleerand$hrilas euerit had bin-an other of | 
her Religious called Chr//1ane that hada long 
time bin deafe and having in vainetryed many 
remedies $.C/ere hauing made the ſigae of the | 
crolſe vpon her heaJand touched hereare with 
her hand she recouvered her hearing as perfe& 
and cleeras cucrs Another of her Religious 
Yealled Andrea had a diſeaſcin her throatthe 
Foriefe wherof procured her much impatience, 
che feeling herſeife one night tormented with 
her infirmity more then accuſtomed afflited | 
and impatient that herpainedid rather increaſs | 
then diminish, she ſo crushed and prefled her 
throat making therby appeer her intention to 
choake her ſelfethinking heerby to expell that | 
(welling , and through ignorance attempting } 
todoe more then was the will of God: but} 
whiles that poor Religious buſied herſelfe in 
that folly S, Clare by diuine inſpiration had 
knuwledge therot;and calling one of her Reli+ 
f:ious she ſayd vato her goe downe ſpeedely to | 
thecooke and cauſe her to boyle an cggeand | 
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|rhis holy. virgin Wrought in virtue of thi: 


|frvites therofdid intertourfy recreat her ſou 
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The admirable life 
then cauſe Siſter Andrea to ſwallow it whic 
done bring hex to me , the Religiovs inſtant] 
| accomplished her commanndmeat and forth 
With brought the egg to the ficke part 
| wWhome She fgund little better then dead ha 
uing fo crudhed her throat that she'conld not 


| ſpeake, yet She made her ſwallow the Cog at 


| Well ass5he could then raiſing her vp from het 
ftraw bed $he with much labour lead hertc 
Y, C/are, who ſpake vnto ber in this manner 
wretched Siſter confeſſe thee ro God and hau: 
contrition for what thou intededſtto doe, an 
acknowledge that /eſus Chriff will give thee 
health muci better then thou with thine owne 
handes hadſt propoſed to doe , change this 
euill life in to a becter for thonshale neverre 
1 conver an other ſicknes that shall ſucceed thi: 
but shalt dye therof, theſe wordes procured inf 
this Religious the ſpirite of compunRion an 
contrition ſo that she being intirly cured of thi 
goreeuous in firmity she ameded her life: a lirrlg 
afteranother ficknesrooke hold of heras$ 
Clare had fortold wherofshe piouſly ended he! 
life. It doth manifeſtly appeer by theſe exam 
plesand many other maruelous* things whiet 


wholſome ſigne that thetree of the eroſfe off 
our B. ſaviour -le/ws Chrif was deeply planted 
in herhartandthat inan a{mirable manner the 


remexdies by the hands and merrits of thi 


zlotious Lady. Hov 
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How ſainte Clare beſought ber. ſu-| 
 pcriours that sbe might enioye the 
preſence of ber fifter whome 
rhe beboldeth three times | 
crowned by an 1 
Angel. 
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Amt Frencs Well knowing that S. Agnes 
Was adorned & imbellishd with all ſort of |. 
\ perfſeion ſent her to F/orence, to founda 
Loew monaſterie called Mozr Cels, wherothe| 
made her Abbeſſe; this holy virgin wonne ma- 20 
| | ny ſoulesto abandon theworldand ſerue Chrift -M 
Y !:ſu5 by ber holy converſation exemplar life & ) 
A virtuous diſcourſes and as a true contemner of Fo 
f\ worldly things and imitatour of our Redees | \ 
mer she planted in this monaſterie and jn many 
others (conformable to the intention of our 
holy FatherS. Frenw) the Euangelicall po- 
{uerty.S.Clereſecing herſelfaſſaulted with ma 
|ny infirmities andto draw neer her enddefired 
f | greatly the company of her Siſter Agzes the 
| (mall timeshe was toremaine in this life wher- 
1! vnto ſuperiours condeſcended. W herfore B. 
'y| 2gncs having left her monaſtery of Florence, 
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+ Clare Vhaldins a molt vertuous Religious to 
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_ 


and S iter 


well foundedin Religi6 and ſanRiry 


' ſucceed her, she returned to the monaſtery of 
S. Damian to the exceeding great ſpirituall c6 

| ſolatian of ber Siſter. The prudent mothe; 

| bein one night in prayer ſaw her Siſter .ygnes 
|Tayſed from the ground and an Angel] Who at 
three. ſeverall times crowned her with three 
| ſeucrall garlands or erownes, theday inſuing 
;\She inquired of her What prayer or eontem- 
| plation she had made the nighe paſt , .2g»e: 
' through bumility was vowilling to diſcouver 
her meditation, bur being vrged ther voto by 
| obedtence shesayd vnto her,I did confider the 
| ereatbounty and clemency of Almighty God 
i Wherwith he doth ſnpport ſo many finners 
; Which did excite in mean exceffine ſorrow, 
' next 1did ponder the infinit loue of Te/ws Chrif 
|tomankind yndergocing death to ſaue him: 
thirdiy I did conſider with griefe, and com 
3.4 2000"4 Pris poor ſovles in purgatory by rea- 
ſon of their ynſpeakable torments,and foi that 
| ti,ey cannot helpthem ſelues I did in their be- 
| halfe require mercy of the ſacred Woundes of 

|! our Redeemer, 


p 


P 


——_— 


—___.} Al... 4 _ de. 
Ae. 


_ Of 8. Clare, 205 


ſainte Clare jn her 


© | fiakmes.. 
CHAP. Xt1 © 7 


F weecould yell ynderſtand ard conceaue 
What good and profitt wee reape by affli- 
| ions and infirmity wee would embrace 
Wthem with great afteGion and content, and 
E would conſerue them as pearles Icwells and 
Epretious tones; they are the porters of heauen 
the forrunners of cololatio, the fauours of hea- 
[| ueE,the guides of our life, & the core & remedie 

ofall our miſeries:adverfitie doth ferue vs in 
ſuch ſortas the hammerdoth the gold ſmith ro 
forge and frame his crowne,the fier doth burne 
-Fthe gold whiles itis in the furnace buttherby 
tWitis purifyed refined and beautiyed: behold 
"the tryall ofa taſt man who being caſt into the 
if fycr oftribulation cometh forth in his thoughts 
more humble, in his prayers more deuout, in 
his conſcience more pure and neat: and more 
conſtant &perſeuerant inthe exerciſe of virtue 
and patience, inthis furnace God our Crea 
tour Would make tryall of the generoſfitie of 
his beloued davghter C/are, for in her lifetime 
he Was oppreſſed withſundry great maladies, 
but principally the ſpace of 28. yeares, reſting 
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continually on her ſtraw bed; remaining invin- 
cible ynderthe Waight of her infirmities, With 
a ioyefull countenance and ſetled trarquullity 
acccompanyed With a meeke ſercnity* no im- 
paticat Word ever eſcapeing her mouth, but 
rather accordipg to the example of her Sera- 
phicall Father wao amidſt his agonic ſung 
moſt heauenly ditties, and vttered moſt holy] 
Wordes and Iaculatory prayers Which though 
but breife were notu ithſtanding efficacions 
| cordiall and penetrating and knocking at the! 
heart of God, and returning back loaden with 
conſolation hefeltlefle irckſomenes in his af- 
flitions:she never ſought to be freed orſo- 
laced in her paines and tribulations but that 
She might he faithful ro her Creatour begging 
allways that her courage might be as great] 


[ 


as her infirmity confideing allways that the-| 

ſe momentary torments would ſoone begett] 

eternity and incomparable glory , by this 

| patience produceing the fruits of virtnes 

Which were ripened by aduerſitie and ſuffe- 
Tance., | 
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Ho the Cardinall Proveffony 
of the Order wifited S. 
Clare 27 her fuknes. . 


| 
Lt CHAP, XEIE. {7} 


Wi 
| S eably runne inthe race of the moſt high 
Pouerty the ſpace of forty, yeares hatiog 

| broken the  lcbafter of her bodye by auſteare 


tt. 


Ainite Clare had moſt inuincibly and iofati . 


faſtes diſciplins and 6s it 2 ,by this mea- | 
nes filling the' holy Church With the {weet | 


Odour ofher virtues, wherby shedrew after 
heran infinir oumber of ſoules to theleruice 
of Chriſt leſws, now riining on ſwiftly through 
the courſe of many infirmities her corporall 
forces being alleogether excenuated and ina. 


| miner exhauſted sheſeemed every moment to | 


draw neer her end bue God imecded to honour 


hes before her death with the preſence of his: : 


| Holines and the moſt notable Prelates of the | 
| Roman Church whoſe peculiar daughter che 
| Was: before all from the Citty of Peruſia has | 
ſtened in great diligence Reginald Cardinall 
| of Oftia(who was afterwardes inſtalled in the | 
high throne of S. Peger, and called Allexander 
the fourth) proteKour of the Order ,by Office 
her Father, and by particular ſolicitude ber 
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| 


| 


| 


{ſought him with all ſubmidon to admiaiſter 
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WC h 


gouernour folterer and friend inmoſtp pure and 
chaſt amitie to viſit and comfort her; $he be. 


— cu. | — Cer 


vnro herthe moſt B.ſacramet oi the Euchariſt 
W:iio hauein? condeſcended to her deuotion 
She was replevisred with 10ye,aud her heart 
Itke to have flowen into an eternall extaſie, 
haneing receaued him whom shbe cherrished 

a thouſand times more then her owne life, 
darting forth Words ſoinflamed with theloue 


| of God, that all there preſent diliolued in to 


CLITLID Then th :e Worthy Prelate propounded 
an exhortation to the Religious Woemen. FS, 

Clarebeſought him withereat humility and in 
the name of our Redeemer Chriſt Tefus, totake 
into- his protetion that ker Familie and all} 
other, poor Siſters other Order. But princi-| 

pally she. beſonght him with abundance of| 
tearesto obtaine of the Pope & the Colleadge| 
of Cardinalls the confirmation of the priui | 
leadge of holy pouerty affureing him that she 
should dye with exceeding content if $he 
mioht receaue that fauour before her departu- 

re: which the Cardinall did promiſe her and 
Jid execute 25a faithfull proteQour ofher Re- 

ligien, for being come to Peruſia he declared 


ito the ſupreame Paſtour the indiſpoſition of 
[ his daughter and her moſt pious requeſt: the 


Vicar of [ja Chriſt prantedall and gave yato 
hjm licence by Apoſtolicall authority to con- 


frme the deſire of the virgin as appeereth by 
the lecters patents the which he preſeatly ſent 
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vnto her. Itisin this. manner: Reginald by the | 
the grace of God Bishopp:of Holtia and of | 
Veletre to his moſt deer mother and daugh-| 
terin [ejzs Chriſt Clare, Abveſſe of ſam: "FL 
mans at Aſiſium and to her Religious both | 
preſent and .tocome, health and Fatherly be- |. 


nediction for (o much as you my deer daugh- 
ters in Chriſt leſus contemning the pompes 
and delights of the workd, and following 
the Footſteps, of Teas Chri#t and his holy 
mother hauechoſen to be Corporally inclo-! 
ſed to ſzrue God, wee praylcing your holy 


reſolution will with our Fatherly affeRion| 


carteouſly graunt vnto you your defire and 
holy requeſts, and therfore inclineing to your| 


pious ſupplications wee confirme by the Po-| 


pes authority aad ours for you and all thoſe 


that shall ſucceed you in your monaſte-| 


riethe forme and Rule of life by the mea- 


nes ofa holy vnion, and of the moſt high | 
and ſublime Pouerty: which the holy Father | 
ſatnt Frarcis hath gruen you to obſerue both || 


by Word and by writing. 
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| How Pope Fnnocent the fourth viſited 
| _ fainte Clare before her death 
Þ and of anotable mira- 


[|| CHAP. XL1)L 


| *[ lamenting fearing every moment to be depri- 
luedof her molt gratefall preſence: but God. 


| her Religious Siſters did viſie the holy mother | 


OT _ 
= 


ET 


| neerto her beds - hzada moſt beautifull woes! 


| notforher whoshall yet Jive: for she can not 


D WH ili. 
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a—mry 
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olc done in his preſence. : 


JE 
_ 
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His generous ſeruant of Chrift Teſusbeing 
more affaulted with ſicknes then accu-! 
ftomed,aiWord of ſorrow pierced the 
hearts of her daughters in ſuch ſort! 
las they diſſolued into teares fighing and 


| 


| 
\ 


| had otherwiſe diſpoſed as jt Was declaredby' 
 viſientoa very deuout Religions woman of: 
the monaſtery of Sarr Ponleof the Order of 
5. Benedi&, itſeemed vnto herthat she and all 


Clareatthe Conuent of $, Damian who lay in! 
arich and. magnificent bedabout which they 
{tood all weeping and lamentingexpetting her] 
death; and that in the meane crime there drew] 


| 
man,who ſayd voto them, my danghters weep. 


| dye yatill onr Lord withallhis diſciples doc 
arrive, the ſucceſſe hath declared the truth of 
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| withall reverence she might allſo have the fa- 
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the oracle for towardes the latter end of the| 


yeare 1252.Pope Innocec the fourth repreſent. 


Chureh,and the LordsCardinallsrepreſenting 
the diſciples of our Redeemer did expresſly 
depart from Peruſia and came to Aſfo/ſiuwm to 
viſiethis holy damſell, the ſupreame Bishop 
not doubting but she Whoſe life he had already 


approved was the moſt perfe&in ſanity of | ; 
allwoemen 1a her time and by confequence |. 


worthy tohaue her death honored with his pre 


ſence: being entred With fower Cardinalls and | 


fowerFreerMinours diſciples of the Seraphi- 
call Father into thechamber where this Ce- 
leſtiall Dove did repoſe, coming to herbed he 
gaue her his hang to kiſſe she receaued this fa- 
vour With great content, and beſought him 


vour to kiſſe his Apoſtolicall Feet, the Pope to 


ſatisfy her devotion ſatt downe vpon alittle} 


bench and then preſented her his Feetvpon 
whieh this holy Saint reverently layed her 
faceand her moyth moſt afeRionarly kiſſeing 


— _—— 
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them? then with an Angelicall ſerenity she de- 
maunded of him remiſſian of all her finnes. the 
Pope anſwered: I would to God wy davghter 
tnat I needed no greater pardon when I shall 


| holines having a long time conferred with 


| 


| ſecretary ofthe holy.ghoſt heaueoly and divine, 
Dd dofrine | 


—_—{- 07>. 07 0s es. ———_ ————— 
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S, Clare hearing from her mouth as from the 


| 


1 
cometodye: in fine he gauevnto her the be- | 


nefiit of dbſolntion, and his benedifion : his| 


| 
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4 dorine, bread Was brought both for her refe. 


| &ion od for ail the Religious, she beſought 


[the Popeto blefle the bread, the ſouucraigne 
Bishop (ayd vnto her; wy davghrer Clare 1 will 
have you co bleſſe it your ſelte makeiog ther. 
vponthe figne bfthe holy croſle; the ſaint re 
plyed,holy Father pardon me ifyou pleaſe: for 
1fI Shall doe it] s hould be worthy of repre 


beoſfion, preſumiag o givea bleſſing in the 
preſence of your holynes, wher to he aalwered 


I commaund you by holy obedience fo blefſe 


| theſe loaves makeing vpon thery the Hgne of 


the holycrofle she blushed exceedingly toſee 


her ſelfe commanded by the vicar of Chriſt in| 
'T | preſence oftheCardinalls whoſeeyes Were all 


| fixed ypon her admireipg her rare modeſtie: 
! bue conGdering She Was compelled after. she 
had elevated ber eyesand hart to heaven to 1n- 


| Yocate the holy ghoſt as ap obedient davghter| 


; Shelifted vp her hand and bleſſedeliem: 11 Was 


 admirablefor che croſſe remained impriot- 


ei vpen ruery one of theſe loaues, and the 
lo..fe which the ſaint was to eat brake and de- 


vided it ſelfe.io to fower peeces in foggne of 
|. acrolſe; part ofthat breai was eaten. through, 
. devotion and the reſt conſerued for reliques, 

' and the Pope remained much amazed and 

. £aue thackes to, God; ber minde beiog not | 
yet fatisfyed with the letters pattents given 
by arfobeal authorry yy the proteCtour 


——— —— = .., -a>- 


ofthe 


— 


well my daughter that wo preſumption beim- 
 puted voto you butthat you way .merrit by it, | 


þ 


_— We bk. A a. 
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[the Pope ſeeing ber perſcuerance and laſt| 


[his Popedome according to the pattentsſpe-!| 


Provincial: thedinine clemencie:did yer fur 
[ther avement her conſolation for the vir-| 


— = woes <enw—wG "IPL 


ofthe Order concernirg the privileadge of, 
pouerty She beſought his holines in all ha. 
mility and ſubmiſſion to graunpt her. an ex- 
preſſe Bull which he promited her ;.batafrer: 
wards- perceauing this favour to be defer: 
red (for the ſonueraigne Bishop though all 
Wayes tO induce Sar Clare not to bind her 
Religious to ſuch an extreame poverty) fea | 
rivg that after her death alf woyld be buried 
in oblivion a little before her departure $she 
ſenta man expreſle to: the holy fea Apoſto | 
lick beſeeching him to copfirme her demand,! 


will granted her requeſt the renth yeareof 
cifyed in the 2x, Chaprer which were de. 


Which'she recegued and kiſſed thew with 
great ioye for as a true lover of puvery she 
(languisbed after this favour. The Vicar'of 
leſus Chrift being departed , and having re-! 
ceaved the ſame morning the ſacred commy: | 
nien-, at the handes of the Reverend Father} 


toous,MReligious Siſter Frances did beiiold a. 
efobetof fyer to convert in toa moſt becut:-; 
toll child ſanding cloſe by the holy virgin, 
comfwrticg and chetrishiog her with vnſpea| 
kableſweetnes toreioyce her heart;then with: 
her lizndes icyned and her eyes elevared to 
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livered vnto her three dayes Before her death | 


[heaen; weeping she ſayd to ter Religious: 
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 ineftimable. favour and benefit Which he 


| nity of che holy Apoſtles S. Philipp and Lame: | 


| whiles letting them fall \&oWne | azaine they 


; 


| indured With ſuci patience ardconſtancie that 
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| my daughters prayſe and magnify God for the 


| hath vouchſafed to doe me it being fo great 
that heauen and earth isnot able to acknoy:- 
ledge it, for this day I have receaued God my 
#204)P ia and haue merited to ſee his Vicar 
vpon earth, The foreſayd Siſter Francis doth 
depoſe that $she did fce vpon the ſolem-| 


a moſt glorious and beautifull child who ſtan- 
ding vpon the lapp ofthe ſainte held ouer her 
head twoe Shineiog and refulgent wings, 
which ſome times he raiſed vpwards other 


connered after an admirable manner'the head 
and Shoulders of S, Clare. 


Sainte Clares patience in ber 
| ft chnes. eAnad bow $hecom- 
; forted her Si{ter Agnes, 


CHAP. LXIV. 


A Frer the abowe mentioned viſitations she 
k was Wonderfully oppreſſed with infirmi- 

_ tyfrom the beginning of the month of De- 
ebb vntill the month of Auguſt which she 


ther ncuer r eſca ped. her mouth the leaſt word of 
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com- 
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;hure me, nor infirmity how great ſoever that' 
'ean contriſtate me, for ther js nothing jioſup: | 


Pd 
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complaint how violent ſoeuer her Ione 


were; yea haucing bin ſcauenteene dayes with» 
[out bexng able to take any ſaſtenance which 
couldhe preſented vato her she was notwith- 
\tanding ſo fortifyed withdinne grace tlat she. 
excited/and ſtirred vp all thoſe who viſited 
her tobe dilligent in che ſeruice of Godgi-| 
veing them ſuch firt .nftructions as if she had. 
penctratedin to their very hartsſodireQly he, 
hittthe mark and touched their wounds, As| 
'herlife decayed and drew towardes an end 
|/Brother Renauld ofthe Order of FS, Francs: a 
'man of fingularperfe&ion ſpake vato her cer- 
tainedeuout Wordes animating her to indure 
courragiouſly the laſt aſſaults, and to beare 
with patience her greevous ficknes which did| 
;ſoterment her: she aoſwered him witha ſm1-| 
leing countenance and cleere voyce : O my 
Brother how much am I obliged to my Sa+ 
viour and Redeemer Chrift le/as for fince that] 
by the meanes of his. great ſeruat Frazer: T haue 
raſted the bitternes of his dolorous Paſſion 
haue never in-my Whole life found paine 
Which could afli& me, nor cuill chat could} 


[ 


portable to a hart thatloueth God: and ro him 
that loueth not,allis infupportable:her delight | 
;Wastoſpeake of God the vanity ofthe world, 
death and the recompence of the bleſſed her | 


within aShort ſpace they should be orphans, ; 


j 
[ 


C_—_— 


— — m_—a__— Att AT ond 
- 


Religious ſtood about ther mother, of whom | 
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neither ſleep northe takeing of their'other ne* 


ceſſities could ſeparate them frow her compa. 
ny, for the comfort they tonke in heppre- 
{crce madethem forgert all thoſe commodi 
13es, IÞ particular her deer, Silter 4gwes Was | 
wounded with ſorrow and pgreife, beiig thus 
vehemently afflited $he earneſily beſought 
her Siſter Clarenotto forſake her but as they 
bad bin lincked rtogetherin lone and affeRion 
ſori:ey mightnot be ſeparated by horrid death 
 beſeeching the divine majeſty that she might 
he delinersd from the bon des of this miſerable 
bodye, T his heauenly doue louecing her as her 
cWae hart and as the apple other eye, anſwe- 
red her; my deer Siſter whom I lone moſt cor- 

dially (irce it ts the will of God I should de. 

part, remaine you heerioyfull and Weepe not, 


| for Laſſure you our Lord will come very loone 


to viſit you With an \vaſpeakable conſolation 
before vour death. W hich came to paſle the 97. 
Jay following: for our Redeemer (as the ſpou- 
ſe of the Eſpouſe)appeered vuto her graciouſly 
 beholdiog her and and giueing heraraſt of the 
eternal] Felicity, {according tothe propheſie 
of her Siſter Clare) before her death, inuviteing 
her to the wed?ing of the lambe the yeare 
1153. the 16. of nouember, (6. of her age, 
compleart in all perfe&ion: God bath manife- 
ted the glory of herſqule by a number of m1- 
racles W .1ich have bin wrought at her tombe. 


— 
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af the ſpirit of Prophecie iu ſain- 


viſited by the Religt- 
045 of Florence. 


CHAP. XLV.. -- 


| (? AinteClare was adorned with the ſpirit of 
propheſic Which appeared 1n feueral occa- | 
ſions & firſt the Seraphiczl Father ſenJiog | 
once fine noble damſells yntoher to be admit-| 
ted amongſt the number of her diſciples,she 
addmittivg fower refuſed the fifth by name 
cal led Ceſtam TT hatch 0ira Who with greatin- 
ſtancie beſought ſame Clareto admite herin 
like ſort butthe ſainte foretold her she would 
proue vaconſtantand notperſeuer With them, 
but the damſel{ vrgeitig thefainte topro ceed 
more affeionatly and ſeriouſly with her affir- 
meing by oath that she would perſeyer among 
them:Wherfore ſurmcunted with her impor: | 
tunity She admitted her bur before a yeare was 
expired 5hereturned tothe tyorld, proving the} 
propheſie' of S.Clre to be rue. OneHugoline' 
| Peerer Greordony a noble man of Afar after 
| he'had bin foolish 1woe and twentie veare* & 
 parteÞfrom [:15 Wife Gurdacuam who Was ve- 
rypious fie foretold they should line againe! 
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'Jture, she turning towardes them ſayd: my 
| daughters;bo meet your Siſters coming t10 the 


: hayeiog refeRed and refreched them bring 


narily ſeene that the wordes of dying parents 
' do take agreat impre(fion in the hearts of the 


| 
| 
| 


what Should befall chem afterher death then 


| with a fine child which came to paſſe accordin 
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very peaceably together and be comforted 


| to her prophelie as the man him ſelfe teſtifyed 
inthe proceſſe of her Canonization. Her Re: 
ligious kneeling round abont her bed powring 
forth rivers of teares, for greefe of herdepar: 


menaſterieneer florence to viſit me in my laſt 
ficknes goe ſpeedely forthey lay at the gate & 


them in to me ve benedicat! eas anima mea 
autequam moriar;; that my ſoule may bleſle 
them before Idye; they were receaued by ſem 
Clarewith greatioyeand conſolation and she 
gave vnto them a vayle Which $she ordioarily 
| wore Which they carryed \with them to their 
| monaſtery of florence whereit is yet kept by 
the Religious ofthe ſayd monaſtery fora Re 
lique, this Convent hath fince bin built and ec 
ſtablished in the City, It isathing very ordi- 


children and are retained as oracles, the glo- 
riovs virgin & mothers, Clare with a (mileing 
looke and Angelicall countenance gane ynto 
her Religious a thouſand heavenly documents 
recomendiogto her holy Familie al ſort of rare 
virtues 1n particularthe love of God and their 
neighbour, obedience to ſuperiours, and the 
ſtriKand ſublime' poverty: she foretold then 
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dWioyning her handes in forme ofacroſſe che gaue 
2Mher holy beneliftion to all her Religious both 
d Woreſent and abſeat. 
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The Benedidion of : 


'S. Clare, BE | 
2. | | 8. 


N the name of the moſt holy Trinity A- 
men. My deerly beloued Siſters our Lord | ; 
ll gciuc you his BenediRtioa and. behold you 4 
wich the eye of his mercy giueing you his | 
rpeace, as allo toall thoſe Who shallenterand | | 
/Mperſeuer in our Colledge & monaſtery &Allſo [ 

into all other monaſteries of the Order who | 

shallperſeuer vnto the end inthe moſholy po- ! 

verty. I Clare ſeruant of le/ws Chit and little | 
plant of our holy Father $. Francs your mo- 
ther and Siſter allthough vaworthy doe be | 
ſeech our Redeemer by the 1nterceſſion of his 
moſt holy mother, of the Arebangell 8. Ms- 
chaell and the holy Angells, of ourhely Father | 
$. Francis and all the holy ſaints, thathe will | 
ive and coofirme voto you this Benedi&ion 
Ein heavenandinecarth, in earth multiplying in Nl 
you his holy grace; and in heauenexalting you | 1 
with his ſaintes: I gine you wy benediQtion 
whilesI am yet inthic life, & afier my death, | 
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| med darts) heentertained. ber with (ſuch infla-: 


| 


should affiſt and be preſent. co diſcourſe vnto| 


| rus: diſciple to'S, Tramaes came fittly to the pur-| 
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as much as I am able, and'mo re then Iam able, 
Amend. 


4 | 


 Howv many perſons of uote and | 
_ Aifeipl:s of faint Francis 
africa at ſainte Cla- 
res dath.. 


CHAP. XLVI 


_ Mi hon tion and FE which cuery 
| one hore vato her d1d dayly increaſe in 
ſuch manner as she was, honored fora. 
ſaint, being frequenrly vificed by Cardinal!s, | 
Bis10pp5, and other Prelates,and as God drew 
peerer. vote her and that ber ſoule was ready. 
to depart, this holy yirgin defired that ſome of 
the moſt holieſt and. ſpiritualleſt Freer Mioors| 
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her of the pation of our Redeemer; the more' 
co.inflame herin his holy loue by heir pious! 
exhortations :amongſt others Brother Innipe- 


poſe $.Clareloved him fingularly for his great] 
ſaoRity and familiarity With God,(he was cal-| 
led the Archer of Teſs « hut b reaſon of his' 
warded ſo inflamed in dijuine Tins which pe-' 
netrated to the harts of the hearers like infla-| 
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' Lady 614 with ioy at the fight of him demaded 
ifhe knew no-newW thing of God:brother In: 
\feruour that she remained fully fatisfyed and 
|content, Finally turving'her Anpelicall face 


| 
| yeelding thapkes vato allmighty God for the 


abſent and to all thoſe that should enterinto| 
| hexorder: there Were alſo preſent two com - 


\ damſell ready to abandone this world; her 
| daughters bewayling at her Feet accompary- 
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med diſcourſes of her Creatour that this good 
nipere an(wered ſparkling forth ſuch ſublime 


coWardes her deerly beloued danghters and} 
Siſters who ſtagdthere powring forth abiidao- | 
ce of teares, She recommended vnto them in ; 
this her laſt paſſadge the moſt holy poverty, | 


| manifold benefits which she had receaued from | 
his divine mateſty, relating m3ny in particular, 
then She gaue apaine her benediftion toall the 
Religious ofher monaſtery both preſent and 


panyons of $, Francs, Brother Angell comfor* 
tiogthe aſſembly and the moſt innocent bro- 
\ther Leo who ceaſed not to kifle the bed of the} 


; ing her ſoule vato heauen With teares and la- 
| metations figding no conſolation but ih defire' 
| | 


to accompady her, : 
| 


| 


Ni 


—_ Crone; Be on 


s 
—_— 


| pall corner of the celeſtial] Hrer#/alem , the 


ting thee With atender love equall With that 
| ofa mother towards her child, and chou my 
| God be prayied for having created me. Sifter 
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How S. Clare was viſited by our Redecmer 
| and his glorious virgin eMother and 
| | | |'; of her B. departnre. 


CHAP, XLWVIL. 


| Arne Clare the B. Eſpouſe of Chriſtleſas 

being cariouſly elaborated and rarely car. 
| uedand made firt by the blowes of tribula. 
 tion,temptation,and infirmnty , asa firmeand 
liviag ſtone which was to beplaced inaprinci. 


cold {wreat mounting to her forhead and the 
painfull gripes and pangs of death knocking 
at the gare of her heart; she heard the ſweet 
voyce of her ſouveraigne Redeemer calliog 
h2r to him f(elfe , her ſoule beiog now even 
| ready to depart with great tranquillity: she 
ſpake molt ſwee'ly to her B.ſonle ſaying, goe 
confidently my ſoule goe ſecurely for thou haſt 
2 good guid to condutrhec throngh this voy- 
ave for he Who hath created thee hath ſan- 
Aifyed,and hath.all wayes conſerued chee affe- 


AnaFtaſia asked of her to whome ir was 5he 


| 


| ſpake:to whome $he replyed ſay:ng 1 ſpeake 


| to my B, ſoule which hath bene preucted wich| 
Be nes cies | — — fs A ag | 
the 
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| with a dart of ſorrow calting her fghtto the 


ſpouſe Who doth inuire me to eternail manhos 
| and to the Pallace of the immortall wedding; 


——— 


thebeneditions of our Lord: brother Iunpere 
begining to read the Paſſhon cfour Redeemer 
(Which was the Manuel of this Virgin) Chr1# 
Iejws her glorious and triumphane Spouſe ap-. 
peared vnto erin Royall waieſty refulgent as| 


the ſunne bearing in his aſpe& the beauty and| | 


ornament of heauen dartiog forth rayes ofdi- 
uive glory, he with aſmileing countenarce in_ 
uited her to the compavy of his Eſpouſes, S. 
Clare Was ſo tranſported with ioye as it was 


admirable her heart did not breaketherwith | 
{| and ber ſoule take her flight ro the heavenly 


manſions, She diſpoſed her ſelfe thervoto and | 
called her coffin Siſter 4ymeand ſayd vnro her 
my daughter doe you not beholdcte king of 
glory Whom I ſee, behold there is wy beloved: 


now 'in the meane While She darted forth in 

flamed afteR1ons towards her beloued;brea- 
thing after nothing but to be diſſolued from 
this body and to be ſetr free from this trouble. 
ſome captiuiry that she mizhr cake her flight 
vnto heaven. SiſterBernavents bein g tranſperced 
chamber doore she ſaw With her eorporall 
eyes to enter in an honorable Proceſſion. of 
Virgins moſt richly cloathed in white gar 
ments, every one Wearing on her+head a' 
crowne of gold beſett with pearles and glitte 
ring ſtarres, among them was ore who ſeemed 
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to be the Empreſle , ſurpaſſing in waieſty and 
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\ moſt magnificently adprned wearing 00 her 
| head a moſt pretious diademe beſert With, 
| pearlſes, Rubies, anda brighenes ſo refulgege 
\ that it Changed the darknes of the night into 
| cleert day, this was the mother of God queene 


| ker the kifſe of peace; and to afligne het to ap- 


| aRobe or garment of ineſtimable valueWhich 
Frans ſouucraigne Ladye gave wnto this 
| 


| according co. this ſaying of ſame Iohn, The 


| 


| beautifull, and happy ſoule into the armesof' 
| | ber Creatour couuered with Laurells and loa-| 


| downefor the celebratis therof, & the Eſpoule 
. [1s cloathed in rich garments White as ſnow. 
Which weeſee fulfilled in this happy virgin, 


{ rituall grace whatcertainry & pledges of eter- 
| oall glory did she then receaue. Amidſt theſe 


- 


[1 


and Empreſle of heauen, Who with a maieſti- 
call but ſmileing countenance went direRly to 
rhe pure and innocent virgin Clare Wha lay in 
agonie; and embraceing her tenderly she gaue 


peere perſonally in glory she brought with her 


heauenly damſell that she might adorne her 
(elfe therwith to meete her heauenly Spouſe 


weddiog of the Lamb is come and the time ſet 


, for Chrift Teſus {ent voto her by the handes of 
his ſacred mother the ornaments wherin she 
Was preſent her ſelfe at the fea(t. W hat ioye & 
cofort did her ſoule then fzele, what heauenly 
ſecurity what extraordinary iubilie , what ſpi- 


{weetembracements she yealded vp her holy, 


den with Palmes tryumphantly to enter into 
the Celeſtiall Kingdome , ſeruivg her ſelte 
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with deathas a footſtoole to ſtep to eternallfe' 
licity ,changing her haire cloth for aſtole of 
immortality, pouerty for euecrlaſtiog riches, 
pennance for perpetual ioy & happines, for her 


and for the villity and humility of her garments 


continuall inceſſant fighes and defires panting 
afterthe preſence of her beloued are now full- 


fruition of the ſouueraigne good; leauing vs an 
open Way Wherby the example ofher ſanity 
wee blind and miſerable wretches may forſake 


and may purſue the permanent true and euer- 


laſtiog. 


ſaint Clare. 
CHAP. XLVIII. 


* Heſoule of $. Clarehaving left this mor. 
| tall lzfe the rumour of herdeath was pre- 
+ _ ſentlydiuulged overall the City o fAfs- 
| ſeu, frooy Whence both men and woemen 
| came flocking with great concourſe to the 


faſtivg in this exile she is now ſatiated atthe} 
| magnificent table ofthe heaucnly inhabitants 


She is reſplendetly reveſted with glory, her| 


filled by the B, Viſion of God and by the happy | 


| 


|the-breife traoſicory and deceiprfull pleaſures, 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Of the honorable Obſequies of "+ 
Tool 


E 
| 
| 


| 


monaſtery in ſuch ſort as the City ſeemed to be 
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them: the City of a/iſcur delegated certaine 
erſons of account to his holines in the City | 


| of Perſiums. -He reſiding there both by reaſon 


of Calamities ofche Churchas allſo toexpeRt 


. [the divine ordination concerning the depar- 


ture of his daughter Clare whom he loued 


1 witha tender and Fatherly affe&ion eſteeming 


her to be the moſt holyeſt damſell of her time, 

anddefireiog tobe preſentather abſcquiesha- 
veing heard thenewes he departed from Peru- 
ſia Withall his Court and comeing to 4/1tum 
the day following he entred into the monae 
ſtery of $. Damian where he contemplated her 


| dead (whom he had viſited in her ſickoes) 


Sheading abundance of teares through Jdeto» 
tion beholding the beautifull face ofthis hea- 
'nenly inhabitant, they lifted vp her bodye. and 
with rorches, wax tapers and bovghs with all 
reyerence and deuotion they Carryed herinto 
the Church” where the office was celebrated 
| by the Cardinalls and Cleargic inthe preſence 
of Pope Innocent the fourth and an incredible 
number of Prelates, Abbots, Lords, and per- 
ſons of . quality who flockedthither to extbitt| 
this laſt dutie and honour to S. Clare, the Can- 
tores beginning the office ofebedead the Pepe 
would }aue had the office of virgins manife 


ſtinga defire to Canonize her before her bodye 
WHT Was 


I 


E[done with more deliberation & coinfel. The | 


i 
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 Lſ#{ium thought it not conuenient thar this ine- | 
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was interred. But Arrneuld Cardinall of Hoflie | 
and ProteRour of the Order aduiſed him that | 
notwithſtanding thatthe commaundemeat of | 
his holines was iuſt by reaſon of her fingulat | 
merrits, yet 1t was better that, thatshould be | 


—_— __eC 
” 


Pope then permitted them to proſecute ſo. | | 
lemaly the office of the dead accordingro the ] 
cuſtome; the ſayd Cardinall of Hofiamadethe | | 
Funerall Sermon having taken for histheame q 
Vanual vanitarum £5 omnie vanitas, declareing 
the vanity of honour riches pleaſures and de- | 
lights of this wyrld highly extolliog the wiſe | 
and noble deſpiſer of all vanities he migbe very | | 
pernivennty diſcourſe as eye-witnes wo 1llu- 

ſtrious ations of this moſt renowned virgin | | 
haniog forcible argumets vherwith co movue 
the harts and eyes of his auditours to teares of | 
deuotion by his Oration. The Funeralls beiog 
very honorably concluded: the Cirtizens of | ; 


ſtimable Icwell and pretious þ mano Should 

be ſo farre diſtant from their Cinethey cauſed. | 
this holy bodye to be tranſported with great Z 
pompe finging Pſalmes and Himnes accom- 
panyed With the harmonie of ſundrie muſicall 
inſtruments and ſoJemne proceſfion carrying it 
to the Church of $. George Where the bodice of | | 
S. Frexcis had firſt been layed. It being very Þ 
conuenient that he who in his life had dire&ed 
hersheuld alſo prepare the place of her ſepul-. 
cher ; there was thea a great concourſe and 
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| fore deſerueth to be honored by men ypon 


[the 12. vpon Which day the Church doth ſo- 


| P ope J-znocentthe fourth havink beene ve- 


| * ned in this vale of teares, viſitiog her| 
in her laſt ſicknes, ſeeve her afrerher T | 


| fora Paragon of ſaints in hertime,, he much 
| defired to Canonize ber: for this fabied& the| 
is . of ofober the ſame yeare 1253. he gaue, ex-| 
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multitudes of people floc king "206 ſundry 
| Citties townes and villages about {Siu to | 
give thankes voto God and to proclaime this 
Virgin a glorious ſainie who now liueth and 
raigneth with Gol and his Angells, and ther- 


earth, O glorious Ladye pray now for vs and, 
| gaine our ſoules to God as thou haſt drawne; 
» 
| 


 mapy-vnto, him liveing in this World, Sernre| 
\ Clare paſſed from this life to the next the| 
yeare of our Lord 1253. che 17. of Auguſt| 
the 42, yeare after her vocation to Reli. 
gion, and the 60. of her age, She was buried: 


lemniſe her feſtiuitie. 


] 


of the Canonixation of” 
et, | & Clare. 
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ry familiar with S. Clare whiles she li-. 


cath, 
and ailiſtedat her Funeralls , and knowne her 
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lcothe rigour of this cruell L:w the zz. of De- 


to God and his bolyeto the earth in the Con- 
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CS, to Barihslmeyy Bishop of 


| Spoleturmn to examine her life, perfeG&ions, and 
miracles, Who With Leonard arch Deacon of 
Spoletum, lames arch Prieſt, Brother Leo heer- 
|tofore Confeſſourto the Seraphicall Father 


Brother Merck” Confeſſour of the Religious 
| woemen of S. Vamiandid proſecute and per- 


vicarof leſs Chrift ypon carth, at the begin- 
ing of the yeare following. But the Pope con- 
ſtrained to take his iourney towardes Naples 
; or ehe pregnant affaires ofthe Church, loa- 
den With age, labour and perſecutions and 
full ofmerits,he was ſtroken by death, bowing 


| cember the yeare 1254.yealdipg vp his ſoule 


| fe& the proceſle by Aﬀts of publicke noraries | 
and an infinit number of witneſſes worthy of | 
| Faithand credit, which they prefentedrothe | 


S. Francis, Brother Angell of Reza one of the | 
ewelue firſt diſciples of the ſayd ſaint. And | 


ot 


| 
| 


vent ofthe Freer Minorsiathe City of Na 
ples,tothe great greifeand detriment of the | 


[ Church. Regrnauld Cardinall and Bishop of 


chaire of S. Peerer, and was called Allexan- 
| der the fourth, vaderſtaJiug thattherenowne 

of the ſaint did dayly augment and that euery 
| ofhe defired her Canonttarion he made choi- 
ſe ofperſons of great 2uthority, prudence, and 
| learning , to examine herlife and merits, and 
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Hoftia, ſucceeded Innocent the fourth in the | £25 4+ | 
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beiog duely informed how this virgin had | 


es HERS * PR 


Lac, 
Aunumn. 


Y.1I. 


{ 


wad, ad | 


La 


——_ =. uo th eons ed hy. ad 
he 


\ 


———. —_— _ 


i A _— 


a 
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| bin irreprehEſible in her aRions ard a moſt 


| © | bright murrourof virtue and perfection, and| 
that Ged had ſealed rheemincncy of herho-| 
| _ [1lylife byan infinit number of true and appro- 
| ued miracles he ordained and iece downea 
day for her Canoniſation wherat were aſlem- 
4 bled W:th his nolinves many Cardinalls Arch - 

' | Bi»hops, Bishops, Prelates and great number 
| _ | of Prieſtes , and Religious men;Wwith a great 
oumber of Lords knights and gentlemen, and 
| others of lower rack;before whome the Pope 
propounded this holy ſubie&, demannding 
theria adviſe ofthe Prelates, who with one 
| accord conſented and befought that this La-: 
die. might be Cavoniſed in the Church fith| 


| 
| | Tejws Chrift had illuſtrated her in heaven. In 
| | 

| 


em 
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| ris ſort then two yeares after her deceaſe 
| | Pope Alexander did iorole her in the Carta 
} logue of ſaintes: ordaineing that her feaſt 
= | 55195uld be folemniſed on the twelfe day of 
| Anguſt,, this Canonifation was celebrated 
Luce, | with all magoificency in the City of Anzegnie| 
Wade. : in the great Church: the yeare 1255. and the 
aanum | firſt yeare of the Popedome ofthe ſayd Pope; 
1255.5. |totheprayſe andglory of our ſouueraine Crea- 
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| great multicude of people, in the moſt abie& | 


| called the mount of Heli Where malefatours 
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Of the tranſlation of the bodyes of S. Fran- 
cis and S. Clare, with other | 
particalars. 


| = 
CH AP. Wo | 
| 
He glorious Father S. Frames a loner of : 
humility and contempt of htm(ſelfe, cuer 
_ defired that his bodie after his death 
might be buried in the moſt vile and abiet 


| place of AſSſium , he Was not fruſtrated of his 


demannd or propheſic, for Pope Gregorre the 
ninth coming to Aſiſum forthe Canoniſstion 
of the ſayd ſaint, the yeare 1228. he eauſed co 
be built a famous temple to his honour laying 
himſelfe the firſt fone io the preſence of 3 


and contemptible place of the City which was 


were executed, but fince it is called the mount | 
of Heaver, cootributing towards this buil. | 
ding the greateſt part of his revenues 1n the 
valley of Spz/erum. The yeare 1230, the ſame 
Pope caufed to beaſſembled the General Cha. 
pter of the Order of Freer Minors 1D the City 


of Aſuſiwm and cauſed to be published over all | ©: 


Europe the tranflation of the bodie of ſup: 
Frencs from the Church of $. George wiere ir 
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| | were compelled toretireinto the fields vnder 


Lec, 


| wad, ad 


annum, 
1230, 


pArag. Y, 


| 
' had repoſed the ſpace of fower yeares ; to the 
pew Church buile co the honour of the ſaint, 
, thether came aboue two thouſand Religious| 
| men and ſaint 4nrhonre of Padua amontegit the 
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| 


reſt; and ofſeculars of all degrees and qualities 


! HR number was inoumerable who reſorted| 


thether from all quarters, in tuch ſort as the 
City | being not able to containe them they 


tents and pauillions, they now all expeed 
wichgreatdenotionthe arrival of his Holines 
 accordiogtohis promiſe: he ſenthisexpreſſe' 
Apoltolicall Nunces both to plead his excuſe 


| ſome law full impediments which hindered 
him; and to adorne this new Church with a 
ercat croſle of gold innched With many pre-! 
t:ous ſtones of 1neſtimable value wherin there 
was inchaſled a great peece ofthe true croſle; 
and allſo mar:y other oroaments and rich vel. 
| {eis to embellish the high Altar, and other rich 
| donaries, beſhdes a \large Almes to defray all 
| Cl:arge and to perfett the worke, thetranda- 
F100 was celebrated the 25-0f May, Tieyeare, 
1239,in moſt magnificent Pompe, the holy bo- 
die Hened with the ſeale of our Redemption 


declared in the 29. Chapter;this folemnity was 
woltilluftribos by many miracles which God 
wronght infanour ofthe ſaint. But tothe end 
rhatehe temple ofs, George wherin this ineſti- 
| mavle Teu ell had repoled might ever be in 
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was placed ina Chappell voderground as it is| 
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| great] 


| 


| for that he dtd not come himſelfe in perſon for| i 
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2reat honour r the Supreame Bishop by Apo-| | 
tolicall authoricy gaue it to his belouedj - | 
laughter Clare, ordaining expreſſely for this| | c 
end his Proeuratour to build a new Church | | 
with a mouaſterie thervato adioyning forthe} | 
Religious Wocmen of $. Damien tor the grea-| = 
Fer commodity and ſafety oftheir perſons this| 
{| Conuent was not yet perfeRed inthetime of} 

. Clearebygseafon of the cruell warres ouer all | | 

[[talie but eſpecially i inthe valley of Spoletum| 

lubie& ro/the Church \by Frederiketiie ſecond | 

(worne enemy therof. The year 1260.the| 
© puilding of $.Georges being finishedat the Po | 

[pes colt fee to lodge therin tie Religious woe-| 
men, &the owtyyard partto repoſe the holy 
oye ot In Pope Alexan- | 
[der the fourth commanded the Bishops of 
Peruſia Spoletums and 4ſ1ſiumto tranſport the. | 
\holy bodye from the Church of $. Damianto| 
the new one foundedl to her honour which q 
was performed the third of ORober in the | | 
{4rrargs of anumber of Prelates Abbatts and 
Religious men, and great ſtore of ſecular who 
eſdre6 from all parts in great concourſe led 
by extreame deuotion,they wereready to ſtifle 
[each other beiog neverſatiated with kiffeing & 
jcrabracejng theſe Odoriferous Reliques. The 
[Religious davghters of S. Clare leaueing the] 
|monaſterie of $, Damian followed their mo- 
[therto live in the new monaſtery of $, George, 
[carrying With them the Crucifix which ſpake | 
to S, Fraxces inthe begining of his converſion, 16 
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with many other holy Bodyes and Relickes; 

| the litle Connent of /armr Damian dothatrhis 
preſent belong to the Fathers of $S. Francs of 
the Reformation. Note good reader that ther| 
|is great likehhood according to our authour 
| [oftſpecifyed, that ti:is ſacred depofirum hath| 
' |bin Severall cimes tranſported, firſt from $.' 
; Damians to S. George in the City of Aſſrum 
/afrertheſolemne Funeralls celebrated 1opre- | 
ſence +of his Holines and his whole Court, 
Two yeares after from S, Georges againe to S.; 
Daman Whiles a more magnificent Church 
{ Wasa building it being needful to demolish the 
{precedent. Finally fiveyeares after that to the 
[ neiyand magnificent Chhurch built to rhe ho] 
| nour of this glorious Ladye. The yeare x26. 
 } Pope Clemencthe fifth exceedingly denoted to. 
[the Orderof $, Clare eame expreſſely to AſSr-! 
ſum to viſit her Church: he cauſed ittobe 
bleſſed within and witheut by Cardinall Re- 
| dulphus Bishop of 4/bs, andhe him ſelf con-' 
{ſecrated the high Alleter, vader Which repoſed; 
| thebody of $. Clare, and Cardinall Stcephen. 


” 4 


* co':ſecrated the allterdedicated to the bonour 
of rhe holy ſaints George, Coſme, and Danuan, 
| With great ſolemnity and concourſe of People, 
| vpon Sunday thefirſt of September, Tl 


| Mirabilss 


pms. . 


| herglorious merits, With great honour and 
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[Mirabilis Deus in Santis ſais. Pſalm.67. 


Bulle of the Canonization of S. 


Lexander Bishop ſeruant of the ſeruants 
of Godto our venerable Brethren the 
Arch-bishops Bishops &c, Health and 
Apoſtolicall benediftion : It being manifeſt 
that no ble andrenowned S. Clere doth shine 
both is heauen and in earth by the meanes of 


ſtore of miracles by her perfect life in Religion 
and the ſupereminence of the eternall recom- 
pences ,anddoti shine heer on earth difcoue- 
| ring yertue moſtcleerly by ſundry fignes, and 
vnto her the title aad priuiledge of.holy Po». 
| uerty, andis repayed her in heauen with in- 


| comparable treaſure, and onearth with ho- 
| nour reuerence and devotion of all Catholicke 


| workes is beeome reſplendent and with 
fullnes of diuine light is moſt illuſtrious amone | 
| Chriſtians, O ſacred Virgia 2dorned with 
| ſo many titles of brightpgs ;and light! before 


of S. Clare, on 


Clare. T 


| becauſe Whiles liuciog in this world was ginE| 


%, 


Chriſtia people: this Virgin C/areby her brighe| 


| 


| 


her Conuerfioa bright , in her converſion 
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{moſt brighe,io Religion much more bright; & 
lafcerthe courſe ofthis preſent lite molt refal 


[rhe more wee contemplate thee in all theſe 


| reſplendent in encry ong, inihe world cleer: 


[thro3gh the whol = - Bowſr of God:and s)though 
in | the Rraight folitude of in ner Cloiſter She did 
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gent bright. T '11S Virgin Was a brig ht mirour 


Tofall virtue ,and from the fweer L lly of her | 
| virgioal! puricy | 15 Ciftuſed a moſt odoriferous 
{ {evt 18 Gs. being vponcartha powerfull 


(ſtant of the acedy.  O admirable Clarew i 0 
thin»sthe more wee find thee admirable and 


and bright, inthe Cloifter acleer Lampe, in 
the houſe a by 1ghtbeame,in Religion moſt ref. 
plendent, in het lite aSlittering ſ{tarre , inher 
death'a moſt retulgent Sorne; ejueing lichr 
'vpon earth 3 and' $:1ineing In heaven, O how 
greatis rhe force of herlight,and how ſparek- 
log ; and glittering her (plendour. T his light 
| wy as hidden and $hatr vp in the Cloiſter of 
| Relig10n and shined forth , retired jato a 
tr21ghr monaſtery,and knowae ouer all the y 
[bens : She W.sShnet vp in ſecret, bur her 
|brizhr lifedid publish her, shewas filent and 
her renawne Jid ſpeake, che was hiddenin her 
Cell and knowne throughout Circries , wee 
need not meruaile and wonder at this for a 
torch ſo great and bright could not be without 
A Pk, and light in the houſe of our Lord: 
this veſſel} replenished With aromaticall per- 
fumes conld not be fo cleſe 'shur: vp but it 
weoin!d inhauſmeand 4: Fife ag odoriferous sEt 
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nertheles she did diffuſe oner al the Palace of 


effe& ing the intenſe feruovur of her defires and 


cutt of by S. Francis ghe 'was conſecrated to'! 
God, and placed in an other Chnrch from j 


draw her,but she cleaved fo faſt ro rhe Alltar' [4 


$hereſolutly refiſted them (aying that haviog ! | 


BY 


_, TINIIIINEN A —. i 


of $. { (lare. 27 \ 


bruſe and breakethe Alabaſter of her body :ne | 


i. 


— 


the Catholicke Church an Odour ofſanRiry: | | 
being yeta youny damoſelle in the World $he j 
laboured in her tender yeares ro diſpiſe and c6- 
remne vanities,andpreſerue chetreaſore ofher| 
virginity, exerciſeing her ſeife in ſuchſort in = 
the workes of piety and the lone of God that = 
from her proceeded a gratfull;enowne acc6 | 
panyed With excellet prayſes.T his being come 
to the cares of S, Francis he began to inſtrutt 
her & aduance her inperfe&ion &the ſeryice 
of God,and harkening attentiuely to the do- 
arine ofthe ſaint, deſiring to reno wace the 
world and the pompes therof and to follow | 
Chriſt leſas in voluntary pouerty immediatly | 


| 


that'she might be more perfe& she diſtributed 
to the pooreand needy all her riches, in this! 
manner makeing her flight from the world & 
poipgtoa Church inthe fieldes, her haire was 


whence her kindred labovred much to with-|_ 


chat shedrew after her the ornaments therof, ; 
and sheW1ng to her kindred her haire cute of, | 


dedicated her heart to the ſeruice of God her |. [5 
ſoule could not be ſeparated from him , in fine! 4 
She was led by the holy Father to the Church} 
of $,Damrantorth ofthe City ofAſ//um Wher- \ 
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of she was pative, where our Lori adioyned 
bib her ſome companions, tote end tity might 
coniountly Ive 1n the continuail prayſes of 
their teauenly ſpouſe Chrift le/re4, From this 
Virgin had her beginning the ſacred Order of 
tie poore Clares noW [piead overall the world 
this Eſpouſe of C/-/? /eſwe bythe counſeile of 
ſarnt Frazca gave a begining to this neW ob- 
fervance; she was the firſt ſtone and foundatis 
of this great Religion, being by race noble ,but 
far more noble and geverons by her conuerſis 
| ali Ways conſeruing her virginity to God as she 
| had dedicated it to him ; after this her mo- 
ther Horiul4n4 C02 adering the ſingular works 
of .crdauyhterentred into the ſame Religion 
and as 2 good eardiner- (who in the garden: of 
our Lord had grafced ſuchaplant)5he finished 
{| happely herhte, the Virgio Clareafier much 
 importunity ind i to obey S aint Francis accep- 
cede! e gouucrnment ofher monaſtery and was 
| made Abteſle: she was the hightree ſeene fro | 
a farre conered with long bougls, bearing to| 
| the Churc! 1 the ſauonrous fruns of Religion: 
' she was theeree full of fo many de! nghis which | 
tounted and doth invite ſo many datnſells to 
| runne and ratt the fruit therofvnder the ſyweet- 
; nes of her shade; this was the new and moſt 
cleare Valley of Spulera which gineth to drinke 
ofthe: nc w fourtaine of liviog waters to re- 
freshand profit ſoulesshe is the fountaine de- 
' nided into many ſtreames Watering our holy 
| | mother the Church and produceing C ſundry 
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houſe of God chat to her brightnes have runne 
| and doe. runne many to light thejr Lampes at 
her lignt: Ie was she who in the fer}d ofthe 
Cacliolicke Faith hath plavred che noble 


are gathered the rich fruits of ſalnation in 


{ With the hedges of hamiliey, and beſett with 


of all virtue she is the abridgment of the Cloi- 
fer wio with an artificiall art doth build the 
| high and narrow tower of abſtinence wherin 
' is prepared the ſpirituall viand of pleaſant and 
| deleRable refeion: she is the-Princelle of the 
poore, the Ducheſle of the humble, miſtreile 
of the continent, and mother of che peoi:ent: | 


| ehis holy virgio gouuerned her monaſtery, and |. 


Familie With much prudence inthe feare and 


| and moſt high Vine of poverty from Wheace | 


reat abundace:itis she whoin the meddow of 


| the Church hath planted the garden invironed | 
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| plants of Religion; she was the high Chad! 
VE ps | | 
| leſticke of ſanity ſo bright apdclecr inthe 


| 


all rigour and afſperity Wherio is found pleaty | * 


ſeruice of God, and in the perfe& obſeraance 


prudent, in admonition diligent, in correRion 
| 


{ 


 1naduiſed ſpeech, very wiſe and circutpe&in 
| all things appertaining to gouuerment : rather 
| defirivg to ſerue the robe ſerned, to honour o 

thers the to be honore1 in ſuch ſortrthart her life | 


, oy 


Was to others en in{trntion: learning ofthe | 


e . | 
.iofthe Order, prouigent in herthovghts,com-| 
| mon in all ſeruice and labour,iv counſeile molt | 


cemperate; 10 commaiding moderate,to com- | 
paſſion very ſeaſible;diſcret in filence grave & | 


[Hoke of her life the Rule and {quare af their 
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theirs tons and workes, This holy vi. ginli- | 
ued With herbodye vpou earth. bur her ſoule 


- | Red on the bare groun4z her bed being oft 


| t1ng add drinkiog $he was ſoabſtinentas along 


|  andbeing ſtayed vpby them, she performed] 
| ſome handy worke fo eacliate Vdieges, fer 


, 
Poore Churches and congregations about 


| 


& 
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life, beraioe 5s ina bright lookiog olaſſe, 


4p converſant 19 heaue: O veſſell of humility, 

O pledge of chaſtity, O flime of Charity, O 
ſweetnes of benignity: fortreſſe ot patience 
band of peace, c6moa to all, ſurcet in wordes, 
meeke in workes , and beloued and ſought. 
of euery one, And the more to maceratethe 
flesh her enemye , and fortify her ſpirit stie re- 


times the cuttings of Vines haueing a blocke| 
of wood for herpillow, her garment was one 
habbirt & one cloake of groſle and vile cloath, 
contenting her ſe!lfe to couuer her tender bo- 
dye With this attire, che wore a rude haire 
cloath and Cilice wouen ofhorſe-haire, in ea- 


time she was obſerued not to eat any thing z- 
 dayes in the week: to Witt munday*s Wen 
ſedays and Frydayes, the other dayes shetooke 
ſmall refetion, ſo as the Relivious iyere ama: 
zed how 5he mantained life: she employed the 
ercateſt part of hertimein watching & prayer: 
beingallmoſt. continnally ficke bejng notable 
toriſeto labour according to her defire and 
cuſtome, s'e aroſe by the help of her Siſters 


 Worke Was to make corporalls for theſeruic®© 
ofthe Allter ſending them in preſents to the 
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ER fin | 


| Clare Commaunded the Siſters to divide that | 


| 


| the crofle. An othertime Oyle being wanting 
| to the monaſtery she called the Brother whoſe 


| which the Religious Brether by the diuioe | 
| gcoodnevand mercy fouud full. An other day ie 
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ingrauen in her hart as dayly she became more 
reſolute and icflamed towardes it: ſo ſtriftly 


ſocuer could euer ſeparate her from it: and 
would neuer conſent by any counſel! or ad- 
uiſe that her monaſteryshould enioye any thing | 
proper, allthough Pope Gregory the Ninth 
our predeceſſour of happy memory would 
haue giueun her poſſeſſions forher ſelfeand her 
Religious. Now for that ſuch a brighe light | 
could nor be hid with out ſpreading forth che | 


for many miracles: 5he reſtoredvoycetoa Re- 
ligions of her monaſtery who could not be 


deafe, he curedthe impediment ofthe toung: | 


oneof a dropfic, a Freer Minor ofa Frenzie | 
divers others makeing vpen them the ſigne of | 


office it was to begg and gane him a veſlell 
happened that the Religious Woemen hadin| 
all thehowſe but one talfe leafe, glorious S.' 


litle bread amobeſt them, andin the handes of| 


gerie multiplyed in ſuch ſort this loafe that ha-| 


ſſp: She was peculiarly inamoured and a cu-[_ 
| r1o0us obſeruer of pouerty, it being fo deeply 


embraceivg it as no neceſlity or want Whats | 


Rayes of her beauty; she was illuſtrious for | 


heard ſpeake: and hearing to one that was | 


* 


the Diſpencier who diſtributed it, he whois| 
| the liueing bread & in the deſart fed the hun- 
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ucing madeg5o.portions according to the num. 
ber of Religious they Were all ſufficiently ſa- 
tiated and reiected; by meanes of theſe fenes 
and many other miracles wrought in her life 
was manitelted the preeminencie of her me 

rits. Now the virgin drawing neer to the end 


| of her life she was viſited With a reſplendent. 


company of virgins amongſt woom there was 
one more glmteringand refulgent then all the 
reſt who. drawing neer to the bed ofthe ſer- 


one egg beivg vm able to goe was broughtto 


| leg offended was heard ro:make a great noiſe 
asif adry ſtaffs hid bin broken: preſently he 


||was fete free: of his twoe- malladies, O 
ther Criples and diſeaſed were cured, 


one Who bad bin many yeares blind was led 
to her ſepulcher but returned Without guide 
haaing recouered his ſight, by reaſon of theſe 
Workes and mapy other glorious miracles this 


| venerable Claredeth shineſo bright that in ber 


is accomplished what her mother heard in 
prayer before her birth: that she should briog 


| forth a light which should illuminate all the 


World; the holy Church may iuſty reieyceto 
have producedand nourrished ſuch a daughter 
Who as a ſruicfull mother of virtue hath by her 
 perfe&t dorine vourriched and nurſeJd'vp ma- 
ny diſciples in Religion led by her example to 
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the 


\aant of Ie/us Chriſt embraced her tenderly and} 
!lefcher fu of comfort. After her death one 
detained Withthe falling ſicknes and lame of | 


1 


[her ſepulcher and there repoſeing alitle, the| 


he 


| 
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the ſeruice of Chr/ff Tefſus; the congregation of 
the faithfull "ought allſo ro reioyce, for that 
che heauenly Spouſe Joth receaue their Siſter 
for his Eſpouſe and hath placed her in the mid- 
deſt 'ofthe delights of heauen: the quiersof 
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wedding and Royall Eſpouſalls of our -Lord. 
[t 15 therfore inſt and conuenient thatthe Ca 

tholicke Churth doe hooeur ypon earth her | 
whom God hath exalted to heaven, Forthis 


Cardinalls our Brethren & of all the Prelates 
who are at this preſent in the Apoſtolicall 
court ofthe Roman Church, and with their 
counſeile wee confiding inthe dininepower & 


Pa#leand with our owneallſo wee doe inre- 


hort you by onr Apoſtolicall authority com- 
maunding you that the tweluth day of Avguſt 
you doe denontly celebrate the feaſt of this 
| glorious virginand doe cauſe it with greatre- 
erence tobe celebrated by your ſubie&sto 
the end you may merit to hauchera fauorable 
dilligent and deuout interceſſour to God for 


Chriſtians may be the more excited and awa- 
ked towardes her, and to the celebration os 
herfeſtiuity , and to ras and viſittherſe- 
pulcher. wee confideing onthe. mercy of all 


— 


cauſe wee With the generall conſent of all the | 


| with the authority othis B. Apoſtles Peeter & | 


giſter and inrole B, Clarein tothe Cata'ogue | 
"of holy virgins, and wee doeadmonishand ex- | 


youv:&to the end that the devotion of faithfull | 


| 


1 


i . 


Angellsand of ſaints doe ſolemniſe this feaſti- | 
uity in heaven with great jubilie for the new | 
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_ {ly criamphiog in. heauen., and moſt: rashly a-' 


[reaudaciouſly affirmed the Pope to bedeluded | 


Rour, that he should firſt compell him to a re- 
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niches God and theanthority of theB. Apo- 
| les Peezer and Pawledoe graunt ynto all faith- 
Full Chriſtians truely cont rite and confeſſed 
that euery yeare on her feaſt: and the, Otaues 
| therof viſiring ''er ſepulchera yeare and forty 
dayes pardon of the pennance, imtoyned them, 
Guen in the City of 4z«grrethe 18, of Oa- 
; ber 125. and rhe "Gf of our Popedo me. 
Notwithſtandiog this ſacred y..rgjs had bin! 
moit magnificently tranſlated, and Canoniled) 
With the generall applauſe. of all me, yet chets, 
| Wanted not thoſe who detrated her glorious- | 


| 


ES 


nou ched:she-was not arrived thitier, and mo- 


[io Canoniſeing of her; this rumour no-ſooner 
came-ynto the cares of his bolynes but he pre« 
(eatly wrote. vato the Superiour of the, detra- 


cantationand then ſend him vnder ſafe:condu& | 
voto bis preſence, the coppy of the Popes ſetter 
as followeth. 

Allexander Bishop, ſeruant ofthe ſeruants 
of God tothe Prouinciall Priour of the Freer| 
 Preathersin Germanie, W ee.ave. moaned With, 
extreame ercifew/:cn wee behold thoſe Fryers! 
(Who have tyed them felues tothe perpernall| 
ſeruice of God for thegaining of heanenly glo-) 
ry vader a Religious habit) to be ſtayned wich, 
[apy enormous crime,truly admireing wee haue 
heard, and greeued wee declare, that acertaine' 
Brother of ag. Order r propodding the ward of, 


(T7 7 Set | God 
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God at Vienna in Allmaigne to the people, 
t breaking forth in to prophane wordes againſt ) 
|S. Clare, hath preſumed with polluted lippes 
to reuile her, after it hath pleaſed the dinine 
mercy for the excellenty ofher merits to illu- 
| ſtrate ber with admirable miracles, and the A- 
poſtolicall Sea With ſolemne. deliberation had 
intoled her in the Catalogue of ſaints, affir- 

meing that the ſaydS. Clare (Whoſe B, ſoule| 

doth shine in the preſence of God) was not of 
the cumber of the bleſſed, & that the indgment 
of the Sea Apoſtolicke in the ſayd adſcription| 
! did appeareerronious; Wherfore the temerity, 
| &rashnes of thatBrother eaght to be punished | 
that with an humble hart be may deplore the 
| exorbitance of his preſumption, and that the 
{ like boldnes be hindered in others, wze com- 
maund vnto thy diſcretion by theſe Apoſtoli- 
{call writings in virtue of holy obedience, | 
| trilly commaunding that thou inquire dili-| 
{ gently ofthe truth heerof,and if thoa shalt find | { | 
it tobe as is related of the ſayd Brother, thar | | 
thou eompell him to recant & abiure the ſayd | 
| blaſphemies in a publicke ſermon without | 
| avy difficulty or dilation, premiſeing and ad- 
| monition by Ecclefiaſticall eenſure, and with-| 
| ont appellation you cauſe him by this our au- 
thority to be ſtritly commaunded that withia | | 
| a competent time which you $hall prefix him 
toapppeer perſonally before ys that he may | 
receaue punishmeEt according to his demerits, | | 
and faile not by your letters faithfully to ll "|. 
( | Hh 3 | 
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| clare vntoys whatſoever you $all doc heerin, 


| re ofour Popedoje, 


| | ſtandiog by his communicatine goodnes doth 


| ſe]ſe the choiſe of the creature, and the time; 
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not. omitting the day of hi- citation, oor the 
forme and manner of your proceeding. Ginen | 
the third ofthe nones of Tune and the fixe  Jea- 


'0 the mirkcles Wrought b the 
merits ;# fainte Clare, ' 


"4 firs, of pr |: 
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CH AP. LI. 


- He operati6 of miracles isa great ebigg 
according fo the Angelicall DoRour 
ſur>aſſing the Order of created nature, 
and in ſuch ſort appertaineth to the almighty 
powerfull hand of God only. who notwith 


= 


raiſeand exalt creatures fo the produceing of 
of ſucheff:s, reſerueing nenertthelesto him- 


and oecaſions convenient for the doeing of 
them; inſach ſortthat this virtue can notre- 
ceaue Her Originefrom the merits of him who 
workethrthem , but rather from the inſcrutable] 
ſecrets) of God, diſtributing his favours and] 
| benefirs ro whome he beſt pleaſeth: and as he 
\ thinketh fee, for to layt that he hath.regard fo 
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| the ſandity of life of izm by Whome he will 
Worke ſuch effec &s, it wereto derogate from 
the glory of maoy great ſaints arwed tothe! 
culme of perfe&ion and height of meritt of | 
Whom wee read nq miracles;S. lob» 3apiiftthel j 
Procurſour of the ſonne of God, ſe renowned | 
by the teſtimonie of the infallible truth hath 
wrought oo miracles in his |ife, and neverthe. 
les thole Who have wrought mapy are not e- 
Reemed more holy then he; contrary Wiſe 
wee koow that atthe laſt day mavy Shall ſay | 
Lord, Lord | .aue not wee propheſiedin your | 
name, and in virtue tierof caſt out diuells and | : 
{wrought mavy miracles: ard forall this our} _ | 
Lord Will not acknowledge them: no other- | 
wiſe then the accurſed traitor Iudas( With ma-\ | 
ny. others) Who tn company of the Apoſtles 
| did worke many miracles: $. H:e-omevpon this | 
paſſage ſaith thatto prophefie, vorke miracle, | 
and caſt out diuells are not Workes that doe 
al'wrayesprocced from the merit ofhim who | 
Worketh them but rather from the ionocation ! 
{ of thenameof Godin virtue Wherofthey are ; 
| done, either for the greater condemnation of 
thoſe who vſetherin his divine powerleadipg | \ 
a life opoſittto his diuipe Will: or to the piilli- | 
ty of thoſe who ſee and hear ſuch wonders 
trom Whenee they draw matterto prayſeand! 
magaity him in Whoſe name theyare wrought : 
wherby wee cutdently feethat ſuch extraordi-| | 
nary miracles are notallwayes aſſluredteſtimo- 
nies of ſanctity & that God doth not comuoi- 
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lite chem to all ſaints indiffereatly, bue only 
'tothoſe by whome he defirect. ro be ſo hono- 
red and (ſeraedas wee may obſerve in his moſt 
\ hamble ſeruant S. C/are whom he hath made 
| moſt reſplendent brighe not only by the emi- 
nencie of her life but allſo by the ado; of 
many miracles: for the ſatisfaQion of the rea- 
der,1 will make a colleQion of ſome, paſſing 
| oner an infioite nuriber with filence. "behold 
atthe firſt incounterI preſnt you With a fa- 
mous vi&ory gained by her interceſfto againſt 
| the divel] our mortall enemy, he tormented 
[ina ſtrange mannera child of Perufia called 
| Tames,jcaſting him one while in the fire one 
while in the river, other whiles dashing him 
furiouſly 2gainſtrhe ground birejng the ſtones 
[inſuch rage as brake his eecth therwith, tea- 
rig his haire and forceing bloud from his | 
head, wreſting his mouth ſo as he ſeemeda 
monſter, ſo Joulling and foulding his mem. 
bers that his feet wonld lye ypon his necke} |: 
- he was ordinarily afflicted with | theſe tor-| | 
_ | ments; in ſuch ſort as rwoe men ſufficed not | 
to guard him continually and detaine him 
from afts more impertinent and outragions 
| [as to teare his cloathes ſtriping him elfe | 
| naked , and kill him fſelfe: many reweadies 
were applyed wnto him but all in vaiee; his 
Father named Ga:dalere diſpaired ener to ſee| 
any amendment in him but in fine the divine 

EB clemency excited in his hearta great confi- : 
| dence to have recourſe vato /ame Clare, who} 
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very often had ſubdued and eryumphed ouer [| 

the infernall Dragon; converting vnto her} 
with moſt inward'groanes the ſayd; O moſt | | 
Gacred virgin worthy that all the world 
should honour thee, to thee Idedicate my } 
ſorne, and beſeech thee to vouchſafe tore- | J 
ſtore him to his perfet health; and then re- | 
plenished with noleſfle pyetie then confiden- ; | 
ce he led him to the (epulcher of the fainte, |] | 
and layipg him vpon it; he began preſently. | 
to perecaue his perfe& recouveryin ſuch ſort | 
that neuer aſter he felt any tuch mallady or; | 
perturbation. Alexendiane of the towne of | 
Freie neer Peruſia roleffe aflaulted then the | | 
precedent by an abbominable Dinell in to. | 
Whoſe power she was ſo abandoned, that] . | 


he made -herto Fly like a bird to thetop of | 
che rocke neer to the riner of Tibur, from 
thence to hop to a litle branch ofa tree which | 
hung over the ſayd river, and there hanging. | 
roplay her Idle prankes, moreouer herleft. 
| fide' gras veterly beremed and lame, the'Phi- | 
fitions bad applye4 all poſfible remeadieobar | 
in vaine:whreh cauſed herto thinke vpon ſa- | 
pernaturll help, and exeited'by the great re- | : 
noWne ofthe merits of 8. Clare She went vnto. 
her tombe with'intire confidence, and in an f 
inſtant she was wholy freed from the oppreſ- ” 
fon and ſeruitnde of the Divell, and her la- | 
| menes allſo. An otherin like fort of the ſame 


P 


place who was fallen vnder the tirannie' of | | 
the mallignant ennemye experienced the mi- | | 
| 3 . ſerie ZF , 
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] of many miraculous cures 
| of ſunarit diſeaſes, 
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| | ſerie which followech the the lodgeing of ſuch 


| abbaminable gheſtes: for being aſſaulted with 
| many. ſtrange infirmities, in fine she caſt her 
ſelfe in to the armes of the pictifull mother $, 
Clarewho failed not toafford her ſuccour and' 
remedic and thatſo ſoone as 5she had recourle: 


jto her ſepulcher, 


———— 


CHAP. L1I. 
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| French youth goeingto Romein com- 

| pany of other of his Countrymea fell | 

lickeandlay bythe way being reduced 
to ſuch extreamity by the force of his iofirmity | 
that he loſt his ſence andbecame ſo exons. 


as he ſeemed a monſter rather thena reaſona«+ 
| blecreature which much afflied his compa- 
| nions, beſides he became ſo furious that he 
could not be held, for the finall and ſouueraine 
remeadye they bound him vpon a Beer and| 
earryed himto the Churchof $. Clare, and; | 
having layd him before her ſepulcher they all; 
fell to prayer, and imediatly he was perfely 


cured. | 
A Citizen of the City of Spoletam called 
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"Rage; 


cats, 
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Valentine was exceedingly aflited with the] 
falling ficknes in which he fell ſix timesa day 
in whatſocner place he was, beſides he had one | | [if 
foot wholy lame he was lead vnto theſepul-| [4 
cher ofthe ſainte Where hauncing continued the} I | | 
ſpace of twoe dayes and three nightsin great| 1 
deuotion the third day trying to ſtir his foot & 
haueing no bodyeto help him, his foot made | 
ſucha noyſe by the extenſion and ſtreaching i 
| 


Ms rae 
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forth of the bone and finnewes as ifa peece 
of timber had bin broken and incontinenth 

finding his tegg whole he never felt any more 
fitts of his other infirmity. A child of the ſame 
City called Tames of the age of twelue yeares 
and blind; being oneday left for ſome ſpace ll 
by him that guided him, he fell in co apirt, =_ 
brake his arme and hurt his head, the nighe | | i 

inſuing as he flept- ccer to the bridge of Verge | x 
there appeered vnto him a woeman Who | K 
ſayd, Iames wherfore doeſtthon notcometo| 14 
| 4/{ſrum to be cured?the morning following he 

aroſe very carly and amazed at the viſionhe 
related itto twoe other ofhis companyons } 
uo Wrre allſo blind , they anſwered eruly 
wee haneheard ofa Ladyewhois lately dead 
at Aſfum at whoſe ſepulcher are wrought 
many notable miracles, which the young child | 
hearipg filled With confidence haſtened with| 
the help of his guideto to ger thither, andinſ ” 
his way paſſing by Spolerum, he had againe the 
| ſame viſion wherfore he was more 1ncourra- 
{gcdand animated to proſecute his enterpriſe, | 
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[being come « to the Church he found it ſo full 
| of People ashe could gete no entrance Which 
much afflicted him, wherfore extreamly tired. 
with his iourney he layed himſelfe downe in| 
[the porch and beipg fallen a fleep he heard the” 
Tame voyce ſaying vnto him, Iames God will 


be fauorable vato thee if thou canſt bur gert 


place which he obtained, but before he entred 
hepur of his shooes & caſt ofhis vpper gar- 


{ meat , and put his leather girdle about his 
with great humility andre: | 
rto herſepulcher andin| 
[the interime of his prayer hefell into a ſweet 


necke and the 
uerence he drew 


fumber to whome $. Clare appecring ſayda- 
riſe Iames for thou art cured , awakeing he 


| found himſelfe illumioated and] his other hures 


healed: wherfore he excited all the beholders 
te ſing prayſes to God and his fairkfullſeruant 


| 'S. Gy: 


entrance, aWakeing he beganne preſently to| 
|crye-and 'begg of the poeple to make him 
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Of many Paratitiques and © 
cripples curtd by 


| Cittezen of the City of Peruſis called 1 
"A Bonne lob iffuing one day forth of the 
City with many of his fellow Citizens | 
| to fight againſt thoſe of Fullmnm' durcing the: 
skirmish he receaned on his hand the blow of 


ken he remained lame thetof, he confilted 


paine yea rather his dollourincreaſed and ther 
| wasqueſtion to curt of his hand;but he hauin 
| | heard wonders which God did workeby the 


fidence he madea vowe to goe viſit her ſepul- | 
| cher andto preſent ynto hera hand of wax, 
beipg;come thither with great deuotion and 
leaning to her tombe dedicating him ſelfe to 
her ſeruice his hand was inſtantly cured he 
| yeeldio thankes to God andthis bleſſed vir- | 
{ gin. | 


A young. man natiue of Caſtro Bionre bein g 


Ii 3 fo! 


_— = - . 


| 
Pr— -_ ems 


b.. S.Clare, | 
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a Fline ſtone wher-with the bone being bro- \ 


many deQours about itandapplyed manyrea- | 
 medres but witheur any alleadgment of his] 


| interceſſion of glorious ſarvre Clare;full of con-| 


X Þ 


_ | meanes had recourſe to the new ſainte hauivg 


pong bin borne pirtifull lame, his feet being 
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fo extenvated and conſumed by a greivous ma-: 
Jadie-which detained him theſ pace of three 
yeares and reduced him to (ach extreme weak: 
pes as hee ſtoopedallmoſttothe ground who- 
1y deuoid ofhope euer to recouner by humaine 
L | remeadye, for which cauſe his father who had 
 imployed vpon him the greateſt part of his: 


heard therumour of her great wonders he cau- 
fed him to be carryed to her ſepulcher whether 
| he was no ſooner arriued but he began to reſ- 


Randing vp andleapivg for ioye he invited all 
} that were preſent to magnify our Lordandde- 
t1eare them ſelues moreſeriouſly to the ſerui- 


ce of this ſainte 


[otherowne of $. Quirice Within the Dis: 


ceſſeof 2/iuma child of tenveryeares old has 


wreſted awry ſoas if he were downe he could 
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| 


ſeartheeffedt of her interce(fioo, for preſently | 


had often times recommended him to $S. Frances 
bur found no help, wherfore what she could 
not -obtaine of the Father she conceaned a 
confidence to impetrate, of the danglrer for 
hauing beard the admirable wonders which: 
Weredayly related tothe honour of S. « /are, 


| «he can(+d herſonneto be carryed to the rom 


cared. 
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Lot cett vp againe withour help, his mother |. 


de af the ſainre; and preſently his bones were| 
ſerrled in their due place and he was perfectly | 
| 


A Citizen of A guhinamn named lIames of| 
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i France had aſonne of fiue yeares old fo lame 


i 


{ 


| 


{hetrailed and dragged him ſelfe in che dure: 


= S. . Clare, 
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as he could not goe; which he took yery impa. 
niently ic ſeeming yoto him that the (OT Meat | 
of h1s child ;Was a reproch to his honour and 
Familie:Wheq this child was wponthe ground | 


not bamiog forces 16 gett vp: the Father and 


that if he were cured he Should be called hers 


| 


| 


| 
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| her (epulcher ſurpriſed by the night she fell ia | 
} to a great (ureat wherby the humours were e f 


j the vuWe was no ſoongr made but the child ' 
| 


| for ſo great a benefict receaued, full of ioye: 


| 3 in herbacke which ſo extenuated her forces} 


| 


\ mother yowed him ro the ſainte , ores] 


was eurcd, \yherfore not toproue vogratfull} 


{ they cauſed himto goe to her ſepalcher, Fog nd 
A woeeman of tie Caltle Menarie called; 
| Plenarim being long afflited Wich a great paine: 


that she could hardly goe, she cauled herlelfe 
to be lead to the Copalchas of the ſainte,and. 
the next day returned without an yimpedimenc. 

A woeman of Peruſis had her dvr ſwollen 
bigger then her head with many ring: Wormes|. 
and tettars she confidiog a lopg time10 the me- | 
rits of $. Clerein fine receaued the recompence | 
of her pious importunity for being oneday ac 


naporated and the ſwelling was allrogether | 
aſſwaged noſcarre or r warke remaining. - |} 
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| domeſticall affaires he was caught by a wolfe 
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| row :vo Bilaren' Were nil and 

| reſcued from the furwof the | 

| Wolues by the merits of 
fainte Clare. 


CHAP. LIV. 


n | anne of Spoletum was in times paſt 
| much hanted by ſtore of wolves which: 
| didoften prey vpon mans flesh, ther [1- 

ved there abouts a'woeman named Bonne of 
| Mont -+Gellien of the Dioceſſe, of 42/$ſ/um ghe 
had two Children: one of them had bin ſome 
while before devoured by thoſe furious bez. 

tes; andthe other being gone but alittle forth 
| ofthe houſe while his mother was bugedin| 


| and carryed in to the woods: alabourer having 
heard the plaintiue yoice of the child fnew it, 
and gaue Warning to the niotherto lookeat| 
' home for her child, whom not finding he vas 
 certaine it Was ber ſonne, which plunged her 
| 1 intoextreameſorrow and impatienely bewayl- 

ivg $he had recourſe toS.' Clerern theſe tear- 
| mes (acredand glorious Virgin Clare reſtore 
me my child, reſtore tothe vofortunate mo- 
| ther her ſonne| Which if yow doe net I will 
drowne my ſelfe: the means While the xe neigh- 
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\bonrs purſucd che wolfe, and found ishada-' 
| bandooned the child and. thedogys Werelic: 
king the woundes Which the. motiter hearing | 
|chereſumed ſpirie,and With ioye she cauſed | 
{Him to be carnyed to the rombe of the ſaint; 
| yceldiogthankesfor the fauour receaued and | 
[acknowledged her for her fGiogular benefa- 
| Kour. | LO EESY | | 
| Alittlegirleoftherowne of Canary fitting j 
{at mid. day inthe Fields anda woeman reſting 1 
| her head inher lapp therarined a wolfe which | q 
\frighted her not for thatshe thoughticto be| 
{a dogg: the Wolfe leaping vpon her caught her. 
by the hed and carryed her away; the woe: | 
; man amazed inuoked.s. Cleve ſaying S. Clare 
| help, help, Irecommend yato you this girle. 
\ The girle yetin theteerh ofthe degourerdire- 
Qed her ſpeech to the wolfe ſaying , curſed | 
| theefe how dareſt thou to carry any further her | 
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[v0 is recommended to (ach a wirgin?Fhe 
i Wolfe as ie were quite confounded at theſe 
Wordes wich great dexterity layd the girle 
doaWaoe vpon the ground and laneke away like 
a theefe, and the girle eſcaped without hurt. 
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werg deltueoredfrom hip wyrach by - 
mMuccetren of F, Clares 
| CHAP. LV. 

|. I. ® who commaundeth the windesand 
| IT che $e-would(that they shouldallſoo- | 
'" bayatthe very invocation of the name 
of this glorious ſaiate; for ther being gooe 


"CE" 


wats: - 


kk fFforthl 


- 
i 
z —— — | 
s py PIETY PAW"S ———_—_—_—_—— 


i 


| leaked threatning eminent pertill and ship" 


'|teakes where the water did enter was eloſed 


| The adetinable life 
| fotth of the Port of Piſaa shipp fraught with | 
| many perſons, with intent to ſayle towardes 
| the Ile of Gardiana;they wereno ſoonetcntred. 
the maine ſes but a horrible tetupeſt aroſe by 


the force wherof the  bottorve of the shipp 
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wracke : thefe vn fortunate, had tecourſe to S. | 
| Clare, makeing a vowe ynto her that ifthey 
were delineredby her interceſfion they would | | 
ocall naked t6 their very Shirts with their 
{ girdles about their neck to viſit her ſacred Re- | 
| likes at 4fſo-4m,each of chetn preſenting a wax | 
[light of ewo pound waight. This vow beiny 
made. they aw todiſcenid from heaven three 
prearlights: the one ſettled vpon the for- part 
Sf the ship, an other vpon the poupe, and the 
third vponthe pumpe, by virtue Wherof the | 
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and the Sea becamequiet and calms, and with 
| \ agratious vale of wind the veſſell Wasaccom- 
| | panyed and ſafely GonduRed by the help of 
theſe three lights to the port of Areſten whe: 
| rin to being entred and fafely landed abd all the | 
marchandize ynfraught the lights did preſer: 
| tly diſappeer andthe veſlell ſunke downeand | 

was drowned , thoſe tha* were gott outac- |* 
| koowledging t the miracle deuoutly performed. 
their vow , yealding ipfinit thankes to God 
and to the ſacred Virgin S. Clarefor the greae | 
benefit receaued by her ihrerceMon. 
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generalities, p. 18, feles, reade fields, p.19.\ 
| dele it. pag-\21 ;Al; as, teade AVas, ipag.25 one 
| the, reade one ef che, pag. 27, Whexein , reade 
 hearin, p+-z8.pulchra;.made pnlchri. p. 2s, An» 
 taſtick, reade Antarftick. pag.is 2. ſewed, reade 
ſowed.. ibidem, Where, readervyere, ;ÞAS- 3:35vpro 
reade into, p. 35.land Bromiſe, reade land of Pre-] 
miſe, ibidem; bone, reade borne. pag. gi.conuip 
cent,reade connincing , ibidems before 1s revolt, | 
| reade before his reuolte Lolaced. ih. Maggarert ,r. 
Katherine.” *52 , vet _ readetras much. OO, 
| ingenionf}y, reade he ngenuouſly, p.s 3, 3:Order 
reate [4 Grders, Hidem n &ownes Soaps. reade| 
| downe Scepters.,p. 54. Where, reade were. p« 56.| 
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reade haning, pag. 68. hane though, reade I hane| 
thought,p. 5 6.heigh,reade height, p.y,2.pemoms! 
ſtrared; reade demonſtrated. ibid. Romana vero dis 
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